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TOPICS OF THE DAY.
FINANCIAL AIDS.— There is no 

doubt that a regular competition 
exista in every sphere of human ac­
tivity to-day. In religious and edu­
cational xpatters the strongest and 
most continuous competitors are the 
Catholic Church, on the one side, 
and all the Christian denominations 
combined, on the other. While we 
know the strength and infallible in­
vincibility of the Church, and are 
certain that she 'must eventually 
come out ahead in every grand com­
petition of the class mentioned, still 
.we ^annot close our eyes to the fact 
that she has to hold her awn against 
powers that, as far as this world 
goes, al-e supported by the most es­
sential means—that is to say, the 
enormous wealth, and corresponding 
generosity of non-Catholic support­
ers of educational and religious es­
tablishments. Every day the press 
is full of reports informing the pub­
lic of large sums left by will or don­
ated, during life-time, by wealthy 
Protestants to various institutions 
A few examples from last week's pa­
pers alone will suffice to accentuate 
what we advance. Take the follow­
ing, for instance

"Frederick N. Dubois, of Catskill, 
N.Y., has presented to Jeremiah 
Day, president of the Catskill branch 
of the Y-pung Men's Christian Asso­
ciation, $25,000, for the purpose of 
erecting an association - building 
the village. J. EwiV*r Mcars 
Philadelphia, has presented 
George W. Mears Memorial Medium, 
Library of Indianapolis, with 4,000 
volumes, of medical works, some of 
them of rare value. The library 
was established as a memorial to 
his father, who Was one of the pi­
oneer doctors of the city. The mil­
lionaire Gavril Ssolodovnikoff, who 
recently died at Moscow, left all his 
possessions, valued at 25,000,000 
rubles, for the founding of high 
schools for girls, training schools for 
workmen, and cheap lodging-houses 
for workmen, and cheap lodging- 
houses for the poor. During his‘life 
he had already spent large sums for 
a music school and a hospital, yet 
he was not esteemed because in pri­
vate life he was known* as a miser 
Und an inexorable creditor. The 
will of the late Elizabeth F. Harvey, 
of Boston, widow of Peter Harvey, 
who was a friend of Daniel Webster! 
contains public bequests amounting 
to more than $40,000. The New 
Hampshire Historical Society gets 
the portraits of Daniel Webster and 
of her husband, Peter Harvey by 
Ames, together with all the letters 

11 u We^8ter to her husband, and 
all the letters and papers given to 
the latter by Mr. Webster or by his 
son Fletcher. Lord Mount Stephen 
has made a munificent gift of £40,- 
000, the annual revenue of which is 
to be applied towards the augment­
ation of the stipends of over 20 min- 
isterri of the Church of Scotland in 
Aberdeenshire and Banffshire whose 
parishes are situated in the vicinity 
?. Mount Stephen's native dis­
trict. Each minister will benefit to 
the extent of £100 annually. In the 
deed constituting the trust Lord 
Mount Stephen states that, in view 
of the reduction which has taken 
place in parish ministers' stipends 
during the last 50 years, he desires 
to restore the clergy to a position 
oi greater independence."

We have cited a sufficient number 
o! cases to qo;ifirm our statement.
What we deeire to impress upon our 
readers is the fact that this gener­
osity on the part of friends and pa­
trons of non-Catholic institutions is 
one of the powers with which the 
Church is obliged to compote. We 
do not pretend that these large 
gifts are in any way intended to be 
hostile to Catholicity, nor detri­
mental to its cause. But it is obvi­
ous that when our Institutions <*e 
obliged to compete, in the world’s 
battle, with others that are so sign-
mite 'a,T°red the ,truggl°’ ,rom a 

one-sided. It needs all the superior­

ity that the Church has ever »•->•' 
in matters pertaining to 
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a ludicrous phase of Anglomania and 
becomespoeitiveiy debasing. The des­
patch deals with the coming coron- 
aticm of the new king, and states 
how iffillionairee, if commoners, will 
be unable, under any circumstances, 
to obtain admission to the spectacu­
lar ceremonies connected with that 
event. Many peers would like to-selT 
their seats for the day, but they 

*must not do so. 'Therefore,' says 
the cablegram, 'this coronation may 
be the indirect means of bringing 
about several Anglo-American alli­
ances "within the next few months. 
There are scores of poor unmarried 
lords around, some just entering in­
to manhood and others old and grav 
and gouty. As the wife of one of 
them an American heiress could get 
into the coronation fete with a cor­
onet on her ambitious little head.
A fortune for a coronet' is the ma­
trimonial war cry of half the daugh­
ters of American millionaires now in 
London/ "

As a comment upon this despatch, 
our American contemporary says

"One thing is certain. If there be 
any American girls so devoid of the 
proper pride of womanhood as to be 
willing to sell themselves to British 
peers who are ‘old, gray and gouty ' 
for the privilege of being present at 
the coronation of King Edward, this 
country is well rid of such. It can 
afford to bid them Godspeed, as they 
sail from New York, and to ask of 
them only one favor—that they will 
not come back."

While we have just as much re­
pugnance aa any American organ can 
hav» for such "barter," and for any 
selling of birthrights for messes of 

(POttage, and, above all, for aught 
that may savor of a trafficking with 
the. sacred contract of matrimony, 
still wo cannot but look on thé 
other side of the medal. It is quite 
possible tor English, or other Euro­
pean titled men to fall honestly in 
love with the daughters of wealthy 
Americans and to marry them for 
reasons higher than the mere pos­
session of their millions; and it is 
quite possible for such wealthy Am­
erican young women to actually give 
their millions to titled men of the 

| Old World, without once taking into 
consideration whether they can bo 
stow coronets or not. In fact, we 
feel quite confident that this is the 
case in the majority" of such mar­
riages. Why so? Simply because 
the American girls who have the op­
portunity of European travel and oi 
lengthy sojourn in trans-Atlantic 
countries are necessarily the daugh- 
ers of wealthy parents; therefore, the 
European men of title have no op­
portunity of meeting any other Am­
erican young women than those of 
the very rich class, while the Amer­
ican girl, on account of her father’s 
means is enabled to keep pace with 
the social requirements of the higher 
grades of Old World society and 
therefore, are thrown by the acci­
dent of circumstances more in the 
way of the titled than of the com­
moner. On the other hand, when the 
European lord travels in America 
the society in which he is immedi­
ately cast is that of the most 
wealthy, the people who frequent 
Newport and Saratoga, and whose 
means afford them the leisure of a 
continued holiday and of lavish out­
lay ill the way of entertainment. 
There is as much truth as there is 
poetry in Oliver Wendell Holmes’

Augustus St. Gaudens, the eminent 
Irish American sculptor, has receiv­
ed instructions to prepare a monu­
ment at a cost of $40,000. It will 
take him five years to complete ’he 
hon» " , Maanwh“e- the committee
thfr hoîb îu® t,œe tu gather toge- 
ther both the sum needed for the
said monument, and that required 
for the purchase of the estate. The 
officers of the Fund Association arc 
in strong hopes of being able, dur­
ing tile coming five years, to suc- 
cecd in their two-fold generous and
?h effort’ 11 is to be hoped
that their most sanguine expecta­
tions will be realized.

FRANCE’S NAVAL POWER.-The 
old rhyme so familiar to the Irish 
race, "The French are on the Seas," 
will, no doubt, be recalled to mind 
in reading the following somewhat 
startling prediction of a correspond­
ent of the Chicago "Record Herald,” 
Who, In a recent communication to 
that journal, writes

When the right moment arrives 
France will astound and shock the 

A‘ready the French have the­
oretically revolutionized naval war- 
fare, and it needs only a struggle 
upon the sens to demonstrate their 
wonderful achievement. They have 
solved the problem of attack and de- 
fence under the water.

To-day they have submarine craft 
which are thoroughly successful, em­
inently practical, and which await 
only opportunity to show their ter- 
rible destructiveness.

Already the French have develop­

ed- their under-water fleet to an ex­
tent which is believed by experts to 
give them the mastery of the Medi­
terranean. In five years they will be 
|||dy to sweep the British Channel, 
the North Sen, the whole stretch of 
water lying along the mainland of 
FÇMicc and the Iberian peninsula. 
JJnless mistaken in their calcula- 

they are now strong enough 
to close the Suez route to the east, 
and thus to throw out of service a 
quarter of the sea power of their ri­
vals. In five years they expect to 
have the coasts and ports of Eng­
land and Germany at their mercy. 
They hope to be able to paralyze the 
'Oipmerce and the fleets of the Kai- 

3t* and the King.

the "Janissaries of the Vatican." I 
will quote that passage from Father 
Prout’s seiyi-humorous, but funda­
mentally serious essay upon on order 
with which he was intimately fami­
liar. Let the "Gazette" take the 
hint.

NEW F A, ST STEAMSHIPS. -Ire­
land will be very much in evidence 
in Connection with the project of 
fast Atlantic service. The latest 
stat mont made by Lord James of 
Heri Ford, in the House of Lords re­
cent f, foreshadowing a new fast line 
of learners between Berchaven, 
Com ty Cork, and America, has al- 
read given rise to much discussion 
and ^peculation as to the precise na- 
turs of the project. Lord James said 
that the steamers would be built in 
England, and the omission of 
the words "and owned" after "built" 
ends color to the idea that the new 

lino will be run by an American 
company. As the steamers are to 
accomplish the voyage in four and a 
half days, it is believed that they 
will be worked on the turbine prin­
ciple. y

A JESUIT’S PLEA FOR JESUITS.
-4 REVIEW BY 11 CRUX."

In the "Gazette" of Wednesday, 
August 14th, appears an editorial 
under the above heading, which I 
am inclined to suppose is a well-in­
tentioned statement of the merits, 
and, incidentally, the supposed de­
merits of the much-abused Jesuit 
Order. From passages in the article 
I am convinced that the writer has 
no great ill-will against the Jesuits; 
but, like thousands of others who 
pretend to know something about 
the Order, he is evidently "bating 
the air with both hands." I must 
admit that the whole is a most un 
mitigated jumble. There seems to be 
in the writer’s mind some ill-defined 
distinction between the Jesuit in 
Canada and his co-religious in Eu­
rope. To come more directly at the 
meaning of the article, I will have 
to turn it upside-down and deal 
with the second part of it first.

editorial writer of the " Gazette,” 
takes upon himself to thus introduce
his subject

‘Whatever the Company of Jesus 
may have been or done in other 
nnd,S,j ,t„l,a,s «’joyed a reputation in 
Canada that ,s, on the whole, an en- 
viable possession."

He wrote thus : "What could have 
possessed the professor? Did he 
ever go through the course of spiri­
tual exercises?’ Did he ever eat u 
peck of salt with Loyola’s intellec­
tual and highly disciplined sons ? 
Had he ever manifested his con­

science?’ Did his venturous foot 
ever cross the threshold of a Jesuit 
sanctuary? Was he deeply versed in 
the ‘ratio studiorum?’ Had his enl­
ever drank the mystic warnings of 
the ‘monita scercta?’ No. Then, why 
the deuce did he sit down to write 
about the Jesuits? Had ho not the 
Brahmins of India at lys service? 
Could he not take up l ho dervishes of 
Persia? or the bouz.es of Japan? or 
the brotherhood of Bohemian Gip­
sies? or the ancient Order of Druids? 
or all of them together? But. in the 
name of Cornelius a Lapide, whv 
did lie undertake to write about the 
Jesuits *•**#«** 
"To talk about matters of which lie 
must be necessarily ignorant never 
occurs (except in this case) to his 
comprehensive habit of thought; and 
it was reserved for modern days to 
produce that school of writers who 
industriously employ their pens on 
topics the most exalted above their 
range of mind, and the least adapt­
ed to their powers of illustration 
The more ignorance, the more ui*.la- 
city."

If my advice be taken, and the rest 
of the essay he read, the 
writer of the editorial in question 
win learn that nothing offensive ;H 
intended by the selection of the fore­
going passage.

The heart of a queen, under jewels 
and laces,

Beats time with the pulse in a peas­
ant girl’s breast."

CATHOLIC NOVELS. - On this 
important question our valued côn- 
teipporary, "The Casket,” says

Some Catholics often say 1 hat 
Catholic novels are no good. Others 
seem to think that no novel is any 
good. It will doubtless astonish 
them to read what Lord Macaulay 
had to say of Manzoni’s "Bctroth- 

fe novel which has gone through 
- -, hundred and sixteen editions in 
Italian, nineteen in French, seven­
teen in German, ten in English, three 
in Spanish, undone each in Greek 
Swedish, Dutch, Magyar and Arme- 

j man. "I have finished Manzoni’s
XuCcauC10- ““y- tCarS

cial

. “It the Church oi 
real)* were what Mammal re­
ts her to be, I should be 
id to follow Newman’s exiun-

The writer, after. comments not 
very complimentary to the Jesuit 
organization, says :—

"This was not the experience of 
the author of ‘A Jesuit Plea for Je­
suits.’ This clergyman, the Rev. 
John Gerard, S.J., sometime pro­
vincial of the Society of Jesus in 
England, has had his eyes open 
since an early age. and he knew Well 
when he sought admission into the 
society that its fame with most of 
his countrymen was not desirable 

This may or may not be a compli­
ment to Father Gerard, just accord­
ing as it is read and through what 
colored glasses. Then, after telling 
us that Father Gerard has been fif­
ty-five years a member of the Order, 
that with his knowledge of " its 
members, its principles of conduct, 
its rules of life, its work in various 
fields of endeavor—letters, science, 
missions, teaching—and being aware 
how entirely alien from the popular 
judgment are the characters, aims 
and actions of his colleagues, he is 
affected with wonder-rather than an­
noyance that persons of intelligence, 
generation after generation, should 
believe what is so preposterous. For 
v own Par*;* be solemnly asserts 

that neither he nor any Jesuit 
whom he ever met would remain in 
the society for half an hour it the 
order were really found to be what 
it is represented as being. Why men 
of ordinary discretion should re­
nounce all that is most attractive 
upon earth with no prospect but 
that of becoming sons of perdition, 
he does not attempt to explain."

This might pass muster consider- 
mg the source; but here is an extra­
ordinary sentence that would admit 
of hi,'united analysis. He is speak­
ing of a Canadian who takes up tile 
"Monthly Review,” and finds therein 

an elaborate defence of the Jesuits 
against their assailants in Europe, 
and who "knows from the pages of 
history that the harmless, useful 
sometimes learned, sometimes pious 
and once self-devoted, martyr-mind- 
ed Jesuit of Canada has a colleague 
in Europe, who. if all that is said 
sort""1 trUL1' iS ol T,ito another

TREATMENT OF DRUNKARDS
In the United States.

Harmless" and "useful" nicy he 
very indifferent terms; the Jesuit, in 
the writer's mind, may be harmless, 
in the same sense that a child, or 
an innocent creature Is, and he may 
be "useful," as is a domestic ani­
mal, or a piece of furniture. There is 
not much hqnh in, nor much use for 
such comments; but the " sometimes 
learned, sometimes pious, and once 
self-devoted, martyr-minded,” sim­
ply means' that more frequently the 
Jesuit is ignorant, and unpious, that 
he is no longer self-devoted, nor 
martyr-minded. By the way, if i 
read history aright, especially the 
history of Canada, he was not mere­
ly "martyr-minded,” but the martyr 
in good earnest. Considering these 
very peculiar terms, as applied in 
the manner intended by the "Gaz­
ette,” and the additional assertion— 
oft-repeated—of "the two-fold signi­
ficance of the name they bear"—that 
is to say the name "Society of Je- 
sua I «m led to believe that the 
severe handling which just such 
writers received at the hands of the 
famous "Father Prout " was not 
unmerited.

Having quoted some remarks of 
Father Gerard concerning the fact 
that the rules of the Order are ac­
cessible" to the whole world, the ar­
ticle closes thus :—

ago, a gentleman told 
- of Father Gerard’s

--------"-K Loyola’s
one would

The editorial writer of the ’‘Gaz­
ette'' must be familiar with the 
works of the Rev. Francis Mahony— 
whose "nom de plume,” " Father 
Prout,” has won such a wonderful 
and unique place in the domain of 
classic erudition. I would gladly 
have him peruse this learned und 
peculiar as well as characteristic ar­
ticle entitled “Literature and the 
Jesuits." It is the sixth in the 
Routledge edition of Prout’s wdhks, 
and may be found in "Frazer’s Magé 

1884. The essay 
at pages of the 

1 cannot be expected

The legal treatment of the drunk­
ard is a perplexing problem in ad­
ministration in every populous cen­
tre. The foct that in the last fiscal 
year for which statistics are avail­
able, no fewer than 312,000 arrests 
for intoxication were recorded in the 
129 largest cities of the United 
States indicates the economic and 
social magnitude of the question. 
The attitude of legislatures and po­
lice departments toward inebriety is 
a study in diversity.

The policy of the police toward 
drunken individuals varies so widely 
in different cities that no common 
ratio exists between the number of 
arrests for intoxication and the vol­
ume of drinking. In the prohibition 
city of Portland, Me., the year’s ar­
rests for drunkenness aggregated 
423, or 8 to every 1,000 popula­
tion. fn Toledo, .Ohio, where there 
were 047 licensed saloons and where, 
under Mayor Jones, the practice of 
official leniency toward drunkards 
obtains, there were only 367 arrests 
for drunkenness, or 3 to every 1,000 
inhabitants.

Although Cleveland has less than 
three times the population of Tole­
do. the census of its arrested drunk­
ards was nearly twenty-one times as 
great ns that in Mayor Jones’s mu­
nicipality. In Hartford, Conn., with 
214 saloons and with a somewhat 
rigorous police policy, the arrests of 
victims of inebriety numbered 2,585, 
or 32 to each 1,000 population, 
while in Bridgeport, in the same 
State, with 812 saloons, the arrests 
footed up only 784, or 11 to every 
1,000 residents 

In wide open New York the arrests 
for intoxication were 13 to each 1,- 
000 people; in decorous Philadelphia,
22 to each 1,000; in intellectual Bos­
ton, 34 to each 1.000, and in beer­
drinking Milwaukee, with 1,747 li­
censed saloons, 6 to each 1,000. 
These figures, selective in character 
and capable of abundant expansion, 
display downright discrepancy, and 
their explanation lies largely in the 
varying local policies of police au­
thorities in dealing with the votar­
ies of grog.

American laws prescribing penal­
ties for drunkenness range through 
wide extremes. The statement that 
fines for intoxication run from 50
nan#a in Oiet. i ~ n/i • _cents in one State to $100 in sever­
al other States, end that imprison­
ment for the offence varies from five 
days to five years shows with strik­
ing baldness the different angles of 
vision from which law-making as­
semblies view the subject. In the gen­
eral statutes of eighteen States, all 
in the vyost and Southwest, no spe­
cific legislation bearing on drunken­
ness may be found, but punishment.•fggjwpaagfe.

fixed at $5; in South Dukota at $10 
and in Virginia, except where a dif­
ferent punishment is established by 
local ordinance, at $1.

In sixteen Commonwealths the al­
ternative penalties of either line or 
imprisonment are authorized. The 
lightest monetary punishment for in­
toxication is found in Delaware 
whore a uniform fine of 50 cents is 
exacted. On the other hand the fines 
in Illinois range from $20 to $100.

Alabama likewise authorizes a 
maximum fine of $100 for a person 
who manifests a drunken condition 
by boisterous or indecent conduct or 
loud and profane discourse,’ but 
the minimum exaction is $5. Simi­
lar variations exist in imprisonment 
penalties for intoxication. For in­
stance, the maximum term for which 
a drunkard may be imprisoned in 
Wisconsin is five days, while in 
Rhode Island a habitual drunkard 
may be committed for three wars, 
and in New York a habitual female 
drunkard may bo kept in the House 
of Refuge at Hudson for five years.

In several Commonwealths the pen­
alties are graded and cumulative. 
For example, in Connecticut for the 
first offence a common drunkard may 
be sentenced to hard labor for a 
maximum term of sixty days- for 
tho second offence, to a maximum 
term of 240 days, and for the third 
offence, to }i maximum term of 360 
days. In Minnesota, which is also ty­
pical of the States in which the 
scheme of graded sentences prevails 
for tho first offence a drunkard may 
he fined from $10 to $40, or impri­
soned from 10 to 40 days; for the
ïon 7 c!?Cc' 1,0 mn-v b0 ‘ined from 
o.t, t0„/ o or 1,0 imprisoned from 

to <tn and for the third of­
fence lie may be.imprisoned from 00 
to 90 days.

In Arkansas, West Virginia and In­
dian Territory security for tile good ■ 
behavior of a convicted drunkard 
may be exacted in lieu of a fine or 
imprisonment. In Arkansas tin pre­
siding Magistrate may require of the 
intoxicated person surety for good 
behavior and for keeping the pence 
not exceeding one year,” but in case 
the bond cannot be procured impri­
sonment for a maximum term of 
thirl y days is authorized. |n West. 
Virginia the life of the security iw 
limited to six months.

In eight Slates and Territories 
Statutory provision is made for the 
institutiona! treatment of inebriates 
North Dakota authorizes the com­
mitment, at county expense, of habi­
tual drunkards to "any reputable in­
stitut ion Tor the treatment of drunk­
enness ' designated by a committee 
appointed by the Governor. The vic­
tim must express a desire to under­
go treatment and must be impecu­
nious and lie cannot be committed 
second time at the public expanse 
la the lerrilory of Oklahoma, where 
Hie law is substantially similar, not 
more than four persons can lie seat 
to the institution from one countv 
III a year. In North Carolina the pe­
riod of lreal ment cannot la. it.s8 
than three months nor more than a 
.voar, and a. drunkard may commit 
himself, upon application indorsed 
bv a respectable friend.

Legislation providing for tho sus­
pension of tho execution of sentence 
and tlie conditional release of a con­
victed drunkard upon parole under 
the supervision of a probation offi- 
cer hap been enacted in MassachiY- 
setts. New Jersey and Rhode Island.
The probation system was introduc­
ed into Massachusetts more than a 
dozen years ago, and it has become 
an important feature of tho penal 
policy of that Commonwealth. I’ro- 
posed laws establishing probation 
machinery based upon the Massachu­
setts practice have been under ad­
visement in the Legislatures of va­
rious States this year. ,

The conventional treatment of con- 
vlcted drunkards in tho United 
States is retributive rather than re­
formative. and It is not Justified bv 
the logic °f results, some students 
of the subject say. Experience, they 
declare, has proved with painful po­
sitiveness that the imposition of a 
fine or a jail sentence does not oper­
ate on the inebriate as a regenera­
tive agency and does not tend to 
divert him from his anti-social ten- ' 
denotes. The most hopeful export-*®^® 
ments, they think, lie along the line 
of the application of the probation 
system to first offenders and the 
commitment of habilitai drunkards 
to a special institution under an in­
determinate sentence, where they may 
be confined at hard labor and under 
scientific treatment until their appe­
tite for alcohol is deadened and mo­
tives for sustained good conduct are 
créa ted.—New York Sim

: Ug j.

REV. FATHER SPELLMAN, who 
has been associated with St. ~ - 
rick's Church during the p»"4 
years, we are informed will i 
the diocese of Hprtngfleld carh 
September. In afjr' 
came to St. Pat? 
readers' are fas 
attd wholei
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