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The Season in Middlesex Co., Ont.

<« a gathering of the clans.”” Robinson, Simcoe (0., Ont., to the position of

every county of Ontario was repre

Thanks to October weather, rather than to

other things, the farm outlook in the district that
gustains London has materially improved. As a
slight offset to the summer period of drouth, the
heavy weekly rains during the past six weeks
benefited the pasturage, made plowing easy, and
bodes well for crops of old-fashioned luxuriance
next season. The silos were all fairly well filled
by a good corn Crop, and what roots were grown
are securely housed. Last season, a good many
of them, including potatoes, spent the winter out
of doors. That experience was not lost, if the
roots were. This fall everybody hustled, and near-
ly all farm work is well advanced. Stock goes
into winter quarters in fairly good order, but for
milk and its products this winter, and beef in the
spring, prices must rule high if there is to be
anything *‘ in it " for the man before the manger.
Dairy cows and good feeders still command up-
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verely for their good next season, and the clover-
seed crop must have been very light. The out~
look for the town householder is a continued dear
breakfast table. The slump in the price of hogs
e heart out of that business,
and if the packers continue to quote depressed
figures, there will probably, as usual, before long,
be a falling off in supplies. As one Middlesex max
“Tet ’em merger away. We'll just quit.”
A good acreage of fall wheat was sown, and prob-
ably never in the history of this portion of West-
ern Ontario did it look so well. The heavy top
‘grown should carry it well through the winter.

Hay Crop Short.

The report of the Dominion Census and Statis-
tics Office for the month ending October ‘81st,
shows that the total area in potatoes, roots,
fodder crops, hay and clover this year was
9,007,492 acres, with a total products value of
$219,055,000. This is $1,600,000 more than last
vear, and there is a decrease of $3,120,000 in hay
and clover. The largest increase is shown in
potatoes, which is nearly $6,000,000 more than
last year, although the product is less by 8,000,-
000 bushels, the average gelling price being 80
cents per bushel, as compared with 45 cents a
year 8go. The value of this year’s product of
hay and eclover and fodder corn is $159,065,000, &
which is less than last year’s value by $2,608,000.8

Potatoes, turnips and other roots and sugar beets i
have a value of $59,990,000, being more than last i

year's value by $4,213,000. The quality of allff

the crops this year is 90 per cent. and over, ex-

cepting sugar beet, which is 88 per cent.,
last year all crops, excepting potatoes, turnips

and other roots, were over 00. 'The values offfs
all root and fodder crops this year, by Provinces, g
were $5,754,000 in Prince Fdward Island, $12,-§

228,000 in Nova Scotia, $12,596,000 in New
Brunswick, $73,315,000 in Quebec, $94,468,000 i
Ontario, $5.583,000 in Manitoba, $3,790,000 in
Saskatchewan, and $6,321,000 in Alberta.

The area sown to fall wheat this season is
1,097,900 acres, being 797,200 acres in Ontario
and 300,700 in Alberta. This is 2.93 per cent

less than a year ago.
The per cent. of fall plowing completed rang

from 73.57 in Ontario, to 90.40 in Prince Edwardg:

Island, for the Eastern Provinces, and from 18.7
in Alnerta, to 34.12 in Manitoba, for the Westet
Provinces, which is less than the averages of-1as
year at the same date, For gummer-fallowings




