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MARKET REVIEW AND FORECAST
Toronto, Monday, Dec. 7, 1908 — General 

wholesale trade in a little quieter, owing 
to the approach of the holiday season. In 
several lines of trade, notably hardware, 
Nov. has been a better month for busi
ness than the corresponding month of 
1907. On the whole the business situation 
seems to be shaping itself well for 1909. 
The plentifulncss of money has created 
more activity in speculative stocks, not 
ably In mining ventures. Call loans rule 
at 4 to 4‘, per cent, and discounts at 
6 to 7 per cent. Real estate loans are be
ing placed at 6M to 6 per cent.

The wheat situation has considerably 
Improved during the week and the local 
market here shows an advance of a cou
ple of cents a bus. There has been an 
advance all around. The Liverpool mar
ket advanced during the week. At the 
end of the week wheat at Chicago sold at 
•141. and at Winnipeg at *1.00 1-8 a bus. 
Unfavorable reports from the Argentine,1 
later news from the winter wheat area 
in the United 8 tales showed a great
er shortage in the acreage than was at 
first reported, helped to advance prices. 
Home speculators look forward to higher 
prices still before spring, and consequent
ly the market Is excited and may jump 
up to u high figure or perhaps take a 
sudden drop at any time. Present condi
tions In the market, however, do not indi
cate any great lowering of values. Local
ly the market is much stronger Millers 
have been finding difficulty in getting 
enough Ontario wheat to keep their mills 
running and have advanced prices. Pur
chases were maie here at the end of the 
week at 96c to 96c for No 2 red and white 
outside. Some holders are asking 97c. 
(loose wheat is quoted at 91c to 92c out
side. These prices hold good on Toronto 
farmers' market also. Farmers are begin
ning to market their wheat more freely, 
and though a large share of the Ontario

went forward during the week from St. 
John. Baled hay in car lote is quoted 
there at 112 to 111 for No 1 ; 110 to 111 for 
No 2; 88 SO to *9.50 for No 3; *8 to 18.50 
for clover mixed; and *7.60 to *8 a ton 
for clover. Prices here are 111 to 111 50 
for baled hay. and *7 to 18 a ton for 
baled straw in car lot* on track Toronto. 
On the farmers' market here timothy hay 
sells at 111 to 114; clover at 18 to |10; 
straw in bundles at 116 to |16, and loose 
straw at 17 to 18 a ton.

There is no change in the seed situa
tion and quotations are the same as a 
week ago. Though the supply of clover 
seed grown In Ontario is not large, there 
Is a good crop elsewhere and dealers are 
not worrying about the supply.

POTATOES AND BEANS
The potato market is Armer though 

prices show little change. Quebec pota
toes are selling at Montreal at 76c a 90 lb 
hag in car lots Car lots of Ontario po
tatoes are quoted here at 60c to 66c a bag 
In car lots on track Toronto. On Toronto 
farmers' market potatoes sell at 70c to 86c

The beau market Is a little ••mww et 
Montreal where 1 lb pickers are quoted 
at 11.65 on track there though buyers 
are not much inclined to pay that price. 
It Is claimed that Austrian beans can be 
laid down here cheaper than Canadian

EGOS AND POULTRY
The egg market continues Arm with 

very little change In prices excepting for 
new laid which are mounting upwards. 
The colder weather has improved busi
ness. At Montreal new laid are quoted 
at 30c to 32c, selected at 25c to 26%c ; No 1 
at 22c to 23c. and No 2 at IV/to a dot in 
case lots. New laid are quoted here at 
31c to 35c; farmers held stock at 26c to 
26c; storage. 22c to 24c a dos in case lots.
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crop was exported early in the season, 
there is said to be a good supply in far
mers’ hands yet. Home estimates place 
the shrinkage in the acreage of fall wheat 
sown this year in Ontario at 10 to 20 per 
cent, below that of 1907. The recent mild 
spell helped the growing crops consider
ably. The shortage of wheat in Mexico 
is expected to help the Canadian market.

COARSE GRAINS
The oat market Is a little easier. Ontnr 

lo oats are quoted at Montreal at 44c to 
44;^c a bus; No. 2 white are quoted here at 
39c to 40c, and No 2 mixed at 37c to 38c 
outside and 43c to 44c on Toronto farmers' 
market. Barley is a little stronger, ow
ing to some inquiry for it. At Montreal 
malting barley is quoted at 65c to 66c and 
here at 53c to 57c for all kinds outside. 
Barley sells on the farmer's market here 
at 54c to 69c a bus. Peas are steady at 
85c to 86c outside and 89c to 90c a bus. 
on Toronto formera' market

There is no change in mill feeds. The 
demand for bran keeps up the price ow
ing to the light supply. At Montreal 
Manitoba bran is quoted at 821, shorts at 
|24; Ontario bran at 821 to *21.50 and 
shorts at *24.50 to *25 a ton In bags in car 
lots Dealers here quote bran at *2160 
and shorts at 122 to 123 a ton in bags in 
oar lots outside. The corn market rule* 
steady ; old corn is quoted at Montreal at 
74c to 75c, and 72c to 73c a bus for new 
In car lots. Old la quoted here at 71*/1e 
to 72 and new at 69‘Ac in car lots Toronto 
freights. Feed barley is quoted at Mon
treal at 67o a bus In store.

HAY AND STRAW
Easier prices for hay are reported at 

Montreal where receipts of late have been 
larger than the demand. The close of 
navigation has also affected the market 
somewhat as not so much la being ex
ported, though considerable quantities

On Toronto farmers' market strictly new 
laid sell at 40o to 46c. and fresh eggs at 
28c to 35c a dos.

The return of cold weather has helped 
the poultry market. At Montreal owing 
to a light run, the market is Armer.Dreas- 
ed turkeys sell at 13c to 14c; geese at 
9c to 10c: large chickens at 12c; small. 8c 
to 9c, and fowls at 8c to 9c a Ih in a 
Jobbing way Receipts have ruled light 
here and choice quality, especially of tur
keys. is scarce Wholesale prices are:— 
Dressed chickens, choice Ho to 12c; com
mon. 9c to 10c; turkeys, 12c to 15c; ducks. 
10c to 11c; and geese. 9c to 10c a lb. On 
Toronto farmers' market dressed chickens 
sell at 12c to 14c; fowls, 9o to 10c; ducks. 
11c to 12c; turkeys, 16c to 17c, and geese, 
10c to 12o a lb.

Ho far as the grower is concerned the 
apple crop of 1908 is about over. Most of 
the crop Is now in the dealers' hands and 
they are likely to make good money os-

ig to the advance In price. Stocks on 
hand are much lighter than in 1907 and 
the situation is much more favorable 
than at this lime a year ago. though the 
recent advance in price is curtailing 
consumption somewhat. Nova Hcotia ap
ple* are being shipped to tbo Montreal 
market, where No 1 are quot 'd at 83.76 
to *4 and No 2 at 83.26 to 83.50 a bbl. On 
the local market here apples sell at 82 to 
83.60 a bbl.

DAIRY PRODUCTS
Things are quiet in cheese. Most of the 

stocks held on this side are on English 
account. Holder* are not worrying and 
seem content to await the willingness of 
the English dealers to pay the price, 
which he will have to do sooner or later 
or go without cheese. The best informa
tion available places the stocks on hand 
In Canada at 100,000 boxes below what 
they were a year ago at this time. The 
local cheese boards have closed for the
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season and therefore no quotations are 
available. Dealers here quote eheese at 
13 l-4c to 13‘/,c for large and lS'/ic to 13 
3-4c a lb for twins.

There is little change in the butter mar
ket though a slightly weaker tendency is 
reported at Montreal. Choice creamery is 
quoted in a wholesale way there at 27o 
and here at 27o to 29c; choice dairy prints 
25c to 26c; store prints and large rolls at 
22c to 24c and Inferior dairy at 21o to 
22c a ' lb. On Toronto farmers' market 
dairy prints sell at 27c to 32c and solids 
at 26c to 28o a lb.

UNION STOCK YAROS HORSE 
EXCHANGE

The horse market continues quiet and 
will likely remain so till after the new 
year. Trade Is usually quiet at this sea
son, but is more so than usual this year. 
The demand is slow and prices rule about 
25 per cent, lower than at this time last 
year, the demand from usual sources, 
more particularly the lumber camps, not 
being forthcoming this season. At the 
Horse Exchange, West Toronto, prices 
were easier than the week previous. A 
carload of general purpose horses was 
shipped to Montreal and some shipments 
made to the West. Ruling prices are: 
Heavy drafts, $140 to $182; general pur
pose. $140 to $160; drivers. $1.00 to 8190, 
and serviceably sound yorkere, $40 to 880.

LIVE STOCK
There was a brisker trade at the cattle 

markets last week, owing largely to the 
lighter run; even the poor quality ohter 
Ing sold better than for some time back. 
As has been the case for some weeks 
back, there were very few well Anlshed 
cattle on the market during the week. 
There was not one load of well Anlshed 
butcher's cattle on sale last week. The 
bulk of the butcher's cattle offering were 
no better than feeders. There were sever
al dealers on the market wanting choice 
cattle but could not get them. On Thurs
day out of fully 1000 butcher's cattle of
fering only two cattle weighing 1000 and 
1030 lb* each, sold for $4.76 and 14.96 a 
cwt. Dealers are looking forward to get
ting their Christinas beef about the mid
dle of the month and will doubtless have 
a chance to pick some good ones at the 
Union 8took Yards on Deo. 14th.

There has bten nothing doing in ex
porters during the week and no quota
tions are available. A recent report from 
Winnipeg states that ' western cattle men 
have had a very good season, one of the 
best in the history of the ranching trade, 
due to a steady and strong demand in 
the British market. Things in the East 
have not been quite so rosy. What Is 
the matter? Does the shortage of ocean 
vessel space account fully for the condi
tion of the export cattle trade in the 
East at the present time.

Picked prime butcher's oattle are worth 
$4.76 to $5, though loads of the best on 
sale on Thursday only sold for *4.40 to 
*4.60 a cwt; medium at 13.90 to *4.15: com
mon. 13.50 to *3.78: cows. *2.76 to $4, and 
canner* and bulls at *1 60 to *2 60 a cwt.

The run of stocker* and feeders during the 
week has been light, with prices steady 
at about last week's quotations The sup 
ply during the week, however, was about 
equal to the demand and the run was 
well cleaned up. Good feeders. 900 to 1000 
lbs each sold at *3.50 to *3.80; steers. 750 
to 900 lbs at *3.25 to 13.60; medium steers. 
600 to 760 lbs each, at 82.50 to $3 a cwt.

There was a moderate delivery of milch 
cows which sold at a little lower price 
than a week ago though if the quality 
had been there higher prices would have 
been paid. The run sold at *2f to *56 
each ' th a few selling at *60 each.

Veal valves ere a II lie high ut *3.00 lo 
*6.50 a cwt, the latter Agure being paid 
for choice milk fed calves.

Lambs are Armer and considerably high 
er than a week ago. They so'd on 
Thursday at *4.50 to 86.10 with a few se
lected lot* of ewes and wethers selling at 
*6.16 to *5.25 a cwt. Export ewes sold at 
$3.25 to $3.40 and bucks at $2 to 12.50 a

The hog market has ruled steady all 
week at the lower quotations, selects be 
ing quoted here at 86 and lights at $6.76 
a cwt, fed and watered, on the market 
here. There has been a large Increase In 
the receipt* of hogs at Chicago and west 
ern killing centres, durng Nov. the num
ber offering being double what they were 
a year ago. For the week ending Nov 
28th, Chlcaago receipts were 226,000 as 
against 101.000 for the corn spending week 
of 1907. Receipts in Nov. at Chlago tot
alled 713,000 hogs as against 324,000 hogs 
for Nov. last year. Total western deal 
lngs for the same periods were 2.410,000 
and 1.260,000 respectively. The Trade Bul
letin's London cable of Dec. 3rd qudtee 
bacon as follows: "The market is quiet 
at a decline of 6d owing to heavy re
ceipt* from Denmark Canadian bacon 
61s to 65s 6d. "

UNION STOCK YARD PRICES
West Toronto. Dec. 7 -There were 66 

cars at the Union Htock Yards this morn
ing. comprising 1219 oattle. 529 sheep. 3 
hogs and IS calves. There was a brisk 
oattle market and everything sold early. 
The highest price reported was $4.75 a 
cwt for butchers' cattle. Had the quali
ty been good enough. $5 a cwt would have 
been paid. Prices ran down below $4 a 
owt for a great many There Is nothing 
doing In exporters. Hheep sold at $3.40 
to $3.60; rams $2 to $2.50. and lamb» at 
$4.76 to $5.26 a cwt. Calves sold at 43 to 
$6.25 a owt.—-J. W. W.

THIS WEEK’S HOQ PRICES
The William Davies Company, Toronto, 

will pay *5.75 f.o.b. at country points for 
hogs this week. This is on the same basis 
as last week's buying was done and any 
change will depend upon the hog supply 
and competition among buyers. Danish 
weekly killings continue large. Last week 
they were 42.000 hogs This coupled with 
the large Increase in American killings, 
reported elsewhere, has a tendency to 
keep down prices here.

PETKRBORO HOG MARKET
Peterboro, Ont., Deo. 6, 1906 —All hog 

markets are very weak, particularly the " 
old country one. where the deliveries of 
Danish hogs are very large. Last week 
42,000 hogs were slaughtered in Denmark 
alone. Deliveries of hogs on the local 
market are still fairly large though not 
quite so much so as during the past few 
weeks. The George Matthews Co quote 
the following prices for this week's deliv
eries: f.o.b. country points. $6.86 a owt; 
del'd at abattoir, $6.86; weighed off cars, 
$6.25.
EXPORT BUTTER AND CHEESE
Montreal, Haturday. Dec. 6. — We have 

had a very dull week in the cheese trade 
here. Two or three small sales have been 
made, consisting mainly of tail-end Nov.


