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THE BLACK HAND

The teacher sat on Mrs.

Garvin's '
‘ront porch near the end where the
(Gothic-pointed willow hedge kept off |
the western sun In the summer and
the blizzard winds in the winter.
Away off eastward, on the level

gray line of road, between the pale,
yellowish-green wheat fields she saw

g Y a moving speck growing into the’

- shape just below Peter's place three-
quarters of a mile away. Presently |

|

fanning herseli vigorously

with her apron. “My. but it is hot!

You are the lucky one. All you have

0 do it to sit bere on the porch

whea school is out, and pretty soon

our term will be over, and then you

can go away and won't have any-

ing at all to do until fall.” :

' said the teacher, ‘‘nothing

10 do and no salary, and what about

e the summer school and the institute?
$ There is no rest in these days."

Tte heat-flushed woman looked at '
whe teacher in ber cool shirt-waist
and linep skirt, her glossy hair stir- |
ring with the movements ol her big-
pakm-teal fau, with a sort of yearn-
ing expression that told plainly that
Mzs. .Garvin bad her own ideas ol
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|_ulh.yl. ‘What have you been do-

i or child?

Baking
Powder

AT ALL
GROCERS

a half pound can

Royal Baking Powder is made from pure
grape cream of tartar; is absolutely
pure; has received the highest praise
from all authorities on food at home
and abroad; is used daily in millions
of homes throughout the world.

.  J so e .
i ** ihat rest. - Roval Baking Powder is the most eco-
4 The teacher's eyes had wandered | £ 3 )i g
back to the road and centured on the “()nncal thlﬂg n tht‘ kltCht‘ﬂ.
little speck coming nearer and near- -
er, so curious in its outline as it
grew larger, like unto neither man
nor beast. i |
‘ Presently Mrs. Gavin, following her | = ———— ey
I;m, sakd: “What can that be com- ness, '-“’hcrhirom—tway?" ;\sﬂn "omethins. even you There is a red
ing down the road from Peterses? 'the woman did not understand. ‘and white handkerchie! for that boy
It's just creeping along. It looks 00  “From what railroad stalion did you Wenzel,” said Mrs. Garvin. *““When
big for a man and it isn't the shape come to-day?”’ Again she looked 'she looked at that black-eyed Bohe-
oi a horse, nor of any other creature plank. ““What town to-day?”’ Then mjan she smiled, and I suppose she
belonging to these parts.” again that expansive smile broke ov- 'thought he was one of her own kind
The teacher had fcrmed the happy er her face. “Redbank! Redbank!” |They ought to understand each other,
habit of allowing Mrs. Gavin the ' «8g jt was Redbank,” exclaimed for the talk of one of them is about
pleasure of her own discoveries SO the teacher. “Think of it!” as bad as that of the other Then
she merely saud “That 15 so It “Think of it!" echoed Mrs. Garvin. 'there are some collar-buttons for Pat
is a quecr-lut"nmg object What do ! «But she talks English well enough which he is always needing, and a
vou think it can be? when she knows what she wauts 10 righon for Esperanza.’
“Well, I don’t know,” said MrS. 'gay The teacher alwavs suppressed a
Giarvin, ‘‘seeing youre the tleacher, The teacher looked at the woman smile when Mrs. Garvin brought out
\ it seems to me you ought to know, 1l and smiled mistily, saying ““Maybe  [isperanza in that unctuous way It
] it’s a queer beast oi some Kind. You she is a Syrian, and all Syrians talk was a sign of exceeding good humor
g | have a whole book full of thefi 1 | Enelish well after they learn to speak At times less cheerful, she was likely
| there."”’ Ay to shorten it into Issie, and put the
. The teacher shook her head and Mrs. Giarvin turned approvingly to rest of her breath into some such
laughed a little by way of fhe eas- 1} teacher “My, how much vyou term as ‘‘ve little omadhaun
)est reply possible, and sat there, jkpow! If 1 had to remember all “And here is another bhit of ribbon
fanning and watching Mrs. Garvin [ them names and places itke you do, for vou.’ The teacher looked at the
became so absorbed that she stood | 1'q surely have a headache ribbon with a grateful smile and a
1 up to get a better view. ‘‘Sure, The woman seemed to catch the thought at the gauge of her taste
she said, “‘it's queer; I don’t believe | jdeq and smiled “Their own lan- which gave her a piece of dark blue
my eyes are deceiving me, but 1 ne- 'gyare is so hard,” went on the tea- ripbon instead of 1 ible pi
ver saw anything like 1t.’ cher. “‘that it seems to give them a that had been left for the little girl
Nearer and nearer it came, down talent for languages ““T hardly deserve this, for I did not
the highway, now covered with 100  The woman still seemed to feel the do anything for her,” she said ‘it
deep dust—lor there was a midsum- ' compliment and said “Syrian ver' |was very good of you to keep her.”
. mer dry spell on—right in the face ver’ hard,” and nodded her head “There isn't every one around here
of the sun that had been blistering  All the while, mindful of business, that would do it, and if I do say it'
| all day, and along a bare, unshaded 'she was steadily undoing her bun- myself,”" said Mrs. Garvin. “Ii she
road, none the cooler in the summer | dle, bringing out bright-colored silk 'had gone on to the next house to
! because in midwinter the snow lay | handkerchiefs, bits of ribbons, cellu- 'Gafiney's, she would not have, been
man high and whirled over it 1n Joid combs, collar-buttons and cheap |kept all night

white clouds for months
\ “I declare to goodness,
Garvin, 1 believe it 1s a

pins to catch the rural eye, with an
assortment of needles and thread and
tape and pins and other outfit for

sald Mrs
woman.'’

The teacher, too, sat up and looked g good work-basket, so hard to keep
L] almost excitedly at the ngure that 'in stood when there are no corner
certainly moved with a looseness of  stores nearer than five or ten miles

! outline that could come only from The teacher, with an impulse of
\ skirts swaying as she walked generosity, began to select pins and
“She is carrying something on her peedles and hits of ribbon far be

head, that's what makes her look 5o | yond her immediate use and up to the

queer,”’ said Mrs. Garvin. ““And a limits of her slender purse. The wo-

hag in each hand,” she gasped man's smile grew broader and broad-

““That's so,” said the teacher with 'er when Mrs. Garvin, not wish-

’ sized this time for Mrs.  Garvin's ljnz to be outdone, hauled out a cou-

too,

| benefit Nearer and nearer the wo- 'ple of aprons for herself and some
man came, until the bright vellow of aprons for the “‘good man
the 'kerchief on her head shone out | “Win did you .sme to this coun-
under the pack like a gleam of light |try?” asked the teacher, sympathetic
‘ against the dark, coppery tan ol her |ally curions. The woman held up her
i face. hands with the ready gestures ot the
l In front of the drive turning in at  QOrient “My man dead 1i' year,
’ Garvin's she hesitated, looking at |three children-in Syria. Bring here,

cost money, much money '
The teacher's eves were fixed in fas-

their place and then along the road,
| where a little to the westward was
! the Gafiney farm. cination upon the woman. Nhe thril-
“She has decided for us,” said the Jed as though she had sudden!s seen

teacher, as the woman came i slow- a8 act in a great tragedyv. Twelve

ly. miles a day with a pack she hersell

“1 wonder what she wants?”’  said could not even liit, to keep three lit-
Mrs. Garvin. ‘“‘She looks like one tle ones in Syria and bring them at
of them Eyetalian pedlars 1 have last to this country, on the profits
seen in the city, but I never sSaw of g few cents’ worth ol needles, tap«

wondet
I'he near-

and so forth. Was there anvthing left
in the world that was impossib : to

one befcre on this road. |1
where she is coming from

est railroad stop east of us is Red- devotion” Her eyes moistened, and

bank, and that 1s twelve miles from | the woman, with the sense of human

here,”" and she looked over at the lfellowship, which is beyond race and

figure. ‘‘She surely couldn’t bhave pevond language, suddenly put  out

walked all that way with those | her brown hand and patted the girl's

things on her head and in her hands shim, white one The teacher rose

p could she now?” quick!v to hide more tears and hur
The teacher vouchsaled no expli- 'ried to her room to get her purse

nation. She had heard some tales
of robust womanhood in the Minne-
sota countrv—stories of women who
worked in the fields with their hus-
bands; of Bohemian women who grub-

By the time she came back with the
change the pedlar was packirg up her
wares. The teacher looked at  Mrs
Garvin pleadingly. *Oh, where 1is
she going for the night?"’

“1 suppose her
watching over her

“Sure, she's religious enough., Not
a bite would she eat until she had
blessed herseli and said her prayers,
just like the rest of us, and better, |
suppose. But,”" said Mrs. Garvin,
“I'd never turn away a woman like

guardian angel 1Is

that anyway, il I thought she hadn’t |

place to stay. The likes
make me #ink of a
mother used to tell. It
may seem queer to you, for I don't
suppose you've
1es the old
and the spells and the likes in Ire
land. 1 don’'t know much about them
mysell, for you know 1 was raised in
this country. There was an old wo-
man—1 dou't behieve 1 could tell
story Just the way my mother used
0, though 1 heard her tell it
and over agaiu; those old folks were
wonderiul lor remembering Why
my mother could tell all the litanies
in the prayer-book by heart—"

any other
of her always
slory my

The teacher gently brought Mrs
Garvin  back to the track “Well
what about the old woman?”

“Well, once upon a time in a town

in Ireland there was a well-to-do far
et His wife was a good house-
keeper and all that,
Ittle near and close about things,ana
there was a good deal o1 talk that
the girls and the men on the place
did not have any inore
they ought to have. One
was an old woman came
road, and she was that
could bhardly stand. She
and asked the farmer's wile herseli
to give her a drink of milk But
herselt said she didn't have any to
spare. The old woman walked on
down the road a little, and then she

day there
down the
weary she

'came back and asked if she could not |

bed out trees better than the men; Mrs. Garvin's face took a puzzled, have even a drink of buttermilk, she
of a woman who had carried her hesitating Jlook. “Sure, 1 don't 'she had seen there was churuning on
month-old baby five miles on foot know; I never thought of that 1l the place that day, and she thought
to the hospital in town to visit her this minute.” that most of the buttermilk would
husband with a leg broken by a fali- “1 think she would be glad to sleep phe going to the pigs anyway. And
ing tree. Such stories had come to !out in the hay. It's nice and clean. the wile told her *No' again I'he
her to be traditions respected as | She wouldn't even ask a place in the (l4 woman then asked il she could

possidle, though quite out of the house, sugmested the teacher, eager-
line of understanding of her own slun |}y,
girlhood and intellectual associations; | “+:Oh, ! wouldn't have her do that,
but now the sight of a woman who 'if 1 had ber stay at all she could
had walked twelve miles from Red- sleep on the lounge in the sitting-
bank on a day like this, loaded 'room. ! didn't suppose Pat would
down like a pack-mule, was  like |mind, although he don't like the
something on the other side of a }ooks of them furriners, men nor wo-
ience too high to look across. All men.”
sorts of things might be there, but | «Well, if he does, play she is my
the imagination had no basis on company and put it on me.”
which to give them form. “All  right,” said Mrs. Garvin,
A moment later the figure had |cheeriuily, and she motioned the wo-
reached the end of the lilac hedge and ' man to put down her pack. At first
was standing over in the driveway, 'the pedlar did not seem to under
looking questioningly at the two wo- stand what was meant, but when she
men in the cool shad:® of the porch. | realized that she was to stav the
“Would you want to be buying any- {night in this pleasant place, she bent
thing of her, teacher?” Mrs. Garvin jorward and kissed Mrs. Garvin's
asked apologetically, as M seeking an !band. “Oh, now! what would she
excuse for herseli. ““i'd like to look {be doing that for? Sure I am not
at what she has, though 1 don't |ysed to that sort of thing,” and she
kno' Whet'mf l ha\l‘ auy (:Aull:\' to :bln\h(w‘ to the roots of her hair
throw away."” | The teacher herseli led the woman
“I may need needles and pins, and |around to the bench beside the pump
I do believe I ought to have some |in the hack of the house, where the
iresh ribbon; 1 feel that I ought 1o jamily performed most of their ab-
take something of her to give her a !jytions in  the summer time, thus
chance to siv down and take that 'gaving hoth  housework and porce
pack off her head 1+in Then she lefit her to o and
When Mrs. Garvin motioned the wo- Istraichten her own hair and dend
man to come in, her face broke into |Mrs  (Garvin a hand at setting the
a beatific smile and her step grew as | tahje ta keen her in rood humor in
springy as a voung girl’s hastening | votnrn for the evira trouble she was
> to meet her sweetheart. The teacher to have
! gazed at her in wondering admira- In the morning when the teacher
tion as she came over and deposited zppeared for her hreakfast, her first
her two bags, and bending her head guestion was: “Whore is our ¢uest?”
with a deft movement, slid her pack “Oh!  cure.”  said Mrs. Garvin,
onto the porch. | “she has heen on the way since five
“Sit down,” said Mrs. Garvin, !a'clock, and is nearly in Goodhue
“‘woman alive; it makes my own feet |Countv by this time. She is not
ache to think how tired you must |jjke soma people I know about get-
be;'" and she shook her head a little ting up.”
deprecatingly and went on: “and | The teacher thoughtiully stirred
where did you come from to-day?" | the sucar into her coffee and made no
The woman looked around uncompre- 'remark at this comment.
hendinglv. The t y.used to m- l “She wouldn't eat any breakfast
ting her thoughts into Simple lan- , only a cun of cofiee. and a bit
o few words, leaned for- [of dry bread; and laok at these! She
and said with great distinct-| has given everybodv in the

B
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sit on the porch and rest, but the
wife would not let her, but she toki
her to get out and be gone, or she
would set the dogs on her, saying this
was no place for harboring beggars
and tramps."”

“Tramps?' said the teacher, her
pedagogic sense ol the [litness of
wonds getting ahead of her for the
moment “Did they have tramps in
Ireland, too?”’

“Well, mavbe she didn't Say
tramps,’’ said Mrs. Garvin, a little
tartly, “but  something like that.
Well, with that the old woman turn-
ed and gave the wile a long look and
put her hand in her pocket and
pulled out a littie black thing and
threw it at the wiie; but no matter
how much the farmer’'s wife looked,
when the woman was goue, she could
not find the little black thing, far
she had a cunwosity to know what
it could be After a bit, when she
went ot
drink herseli, she saw there was a
little black thing in the milk. She
tried to get 1t out; bhut no matter
how she tried it kept slipping away
irom her \t
she was thirsty
way, and would the thing if 1t
came against her lips, and she would
stop swallow it So she
took a drink, but did she
tale the milk in her mouth than she
felt something hard shipping down
her throat. Then she looked for the
black thing, but it was not in the
milk any more. Then she ran into

feel

and nnt

no sooner

the house and in a little while she
began to feel dreadfully sick. Her
face and her hands and then  her

whole body bezan to swell until ber
body was twice its natural size.
They sent for the doctor as fast as
they could, but not a bit of good
could he do her. Then they sent for
the priest. The priest locked at the
womar and said: ‘It looks to me

in bouse like something more than sickness,’

ever heard the stor- |
people tell about fairies |

the |

over |

but she was a |

L0 eat than |

turned 1 |

into the dairy to get a |

last she thought as |
she would drink any- |

ing that was wrong to man, woman
And then the woman
raised berself and told about the old
' beggar woman she had refused the
| drink of wilk.

** ‘Well, the hardness of your heart
is being punished,’ said the priest,
|and he took some holy water and
| sprinkled the woman with it and

| prayed over her. Then - told them |
| to put her in a hot bath. By and by |
| the woman got better and the swell- |

went down out of her body and |

'FIREand MARINE

ing
| her face, and then the blackness went
lout of her body, too, except of bher
|right band. Nothing would take it
{out of that hand. she sent for
|the priest again. He came and he
|sadd: ‘“That is a sign the good Lord
{bas leit on you, showing that you
should be kind to the poor and to
lt.be stranger that comes to your door
asking for a sup of that of which you
|have plenty and to spare.’
| “And so it was that the woman's
{right hand stayed black, though she
lived a long life afterward. But
'never a person came to her door and
|was turned away, and if she heard
of any one out of her way in want
'of food or fire she went to them her-
'self. So when she came to die, from
.all the towns around came the poor,
ithat people had never seen belore,
"a,nd all of them fell down and cried
jand prayed for ber soul and kissed
(her hand. And when the tears of
the poor fell on her hand, little Dby
|little it grew whiter, and at Jast it
was white as snow.”’

“The tears of the poor had washed
away the stain?” asked the teacher

“Yes,” said Mrs. Garvin, * that's
the way mv mother said it was;
and,” she added, *“I do be thinking
when | see a woman like that old
Eyetalianor what do vou call her?
Syrian® Oh, yes, maybe there’'s a
black spot on me somewhere, and it
would be good to have a few pravers
and tears of the poor to wash awav
the blackness of it when 1 am dead.’
~The Catholic World
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