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closed by Sir Thomas Shaughnessy, president of
the C PR,

Building activity 1 ( anada,
States, is just now phenomenal. The twenty Can-
adian  centres reporting to Construction show an
average gain for August of over one-third upon
last year. From the twenty centres August permits
totalled  $4,005,0u7 $3,457,027 last
year.

In the West, Calgary
cent, Wimmipeg 85 per
per cent.

as in the United

as

agamst

showed a gain of 188 per
cent,, and Vancouver 50
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From Across the Line.

NEW YORK INSURANCE LETTER.

Convention of Loeal Fire
Casualty Reinsurance Liability—Personal Items
~Special Correspondence of THE CHRONICLE.

Ihe event of importance n fire surance circles
last week was the meeting of the National Associa-
tion of Local Fare Insurance Agents, which occur-

red at Atlantic City, New Jersey, nd which 1s so
well known as a resort for New Yorkers that it
may be considered as part of the aty. At any

rate fire msurance underwiiters m this vicimty were
much terested 1n the convention, as they
been in the doings of the association ever
its anception, fourteen years Qago So far as
there scems to be

very
have
sihce
vour correspondent can learn,
4 decadence of interest and imfluence i this
association. It was  started by several  strong
minded men who thought the Jocal agents had
grievances and wrongs which ought to be nghted,

and 1t was at first thought that serious controversy

with the companies might be the resuit of ats
formation. Better counsels have prevailed, how-
cver, and although the compames arce watching

the movements of the agents, no conflict
vet to disturb amcable relations
At the present time the association has a secretary
at a salary of $0,000 per year, and  has also
edtablished what 1t calls a working capital, but
this working capital 1s so small that it waill not
far towards maintaimng the expenses of the
tion. The attendance this year was smaller
than usual, and although an effort has been put

closely

has occurred as

eSOl

forward to mcrease the membership and stir up the
terest, we doubt af the decline already  begun
can be stopped. 1t s true that the local agent has
his rights which are bound to be respected by the
company, but  he cannot expect to control the
underwriting  policy of  our  great corporations
which are well officered and  well  managed,

understood that this association
was started with a view to dictating to the com-
but the “blufi” did not work.  Except as
bureau to ssue its official organ and
importance  between
we

as a rule 1t as

panies,
a publishing
o mamntamn  relationships of
the various agents and agents'
cannot see any very useful function that this asso-
aation performs.

associations,

Casualty Insurance Case.

A curious case in casualty insurance has arisen
in this aity. The Casualty Company of Amenca

Agents—Dispute as to

assumed a risk, a portion of which it re-insured
in several other companies. The insured was re-
ported as totally disabled, and all the companies,
including those assuming the re-insurance, pai
their pro rata portion of the loss. Afterwards it
appears that the case turned out to be one of only
partial disability and the family of the insured
man repaid a portion of the nsurance to the
Casualty Company of American which returned pro
yata amounts of 1t to the reinsurance office. The
company refuses, however, to further reimburse the
re-insuring  Companics, which now claim that the
full amount of the fraud perpetrated was con-
siderably greater than the refund secured. The
re-insuring companies, the United States Casualty,
the Preferred Accident, the Ocean Accident, and
the Empire State Surety, may possibly sue the
Casualty Company of America, and the result of
the matter will be watched with keen intercit by
those interested in casualty insurance, as it is a
very unique and curious case.

Miscellaneous Notes.

Much interest is excited in the announcement of
the retirement of United States Manager A. D
Irving, of the Phanix Assurance Company, who
has served thirty years in that position.  After
December 31, Mr. ITrving will be succeeded by
.. P Bayard, who has long held a responsible
position with the company.

A recent notable arrival in this country from
Furope was lLord (Claud Hamilton, chairman of
the board of directors of the Employers' Liability
Assurance Corporation, who immediately proceed-
ed to the United States headquarters of the com-
pany, which are in Boston.

A recent arrival in this country is Manager 1.

Lindner, of the Frankfort Marine,, Accident &
Plate Glass Insurance Company, of Frankfort,
Germany.

Resident Secretary J. F. Edmonds, of the moun-
tain department of the Commercial Union, at
Denver, 1s a visitor this city.

U, S. Manager Charles Lyman Case,
don  Assurance Corporation, satled
Europe

Among recent visitors in this city were U. S.
Manager . W. Letton, of the Prussian National
Insurance Company, whose headquarters are in
Chicago, Mr. A E. Forrest, secretary of the North
Amenican Accident Insurance Company, of Chi-
cago, and a large number of local agents who were
Attendance at the recent convention at Atlantic City.

Manager Carl F. Schremer, who has charge of
the foreign branch of the Munich Reinsurance
Company in London and also the branch in New

of the Lon-
recently for

| York, recently arrived from Europe.

Samuel R. Weed, of the well known agency firm
of Weed & Kennedy, arrived in this cty a few
days ago from a three months’ vacation in Europe.

Stock of the Continental Fire Insurance Com-
pany of this aity recently sold at 16010,

There will be a general relaxation - business
for the next two weeks, on account of the Hudson-
Fulton Celebration, which continues in this city
and vicinity from September 25 to October 0.
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