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CANADA'S FOREIGN TRADE.

We present in this issue a table compiled from of­
ficial sources which exhibits the extent of the business 
done by Canada with Great Britain, the other Colon­
ies and foreign countries, 
grouped as to show the total of our imports from and 
exports to all other parts of the Empire, those also 
from and to the United States, Europe, and South 
America. Since an effort has been initiated by Can­
ada to establish Inter-Imperial trade, which Is to 
he further developed after July next, there will be close 
attention paid to the respective channels through 
which our foreign trade flows, ami the table we pre­
sent will be valuable for comparisons. There hav­
ing been much said regarding the operation of the 
tariffs in force in the years covered by the table in 
giving better terms to the States than the old country, 
we show their respective amounts of free and of duti­
able imports. In t897 the proportion of free im­
ports to the total from Great Britain was ji.15 per 
cent., and from the United States 40.jo per cent- 
This seeming discrimination against Great Britain is 
accounted for by the greater amount of raw mater­
ials we import, which are free of duty, being the pro­
ducts of the United States. The most striking feature 
m the table is the small proportion of our trade with 
European countries, and with South American ones, 
compared with that done with the United States and 
the British Empire. The totals for 18137 were as 
h illows:—
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Another salient feature is the contrast between the 

proportion of imports to exports in the trade with 
Great Britain and the trade with United States. Can­
ada in 1807 sent 77 millions’ worth of goods to Great 
Britain ami took hack from her i>) millions' worth, 
whereas this country sent 42 millions to the States, 
and took hack 66 millions’ worth. The contrast is 
very significant as an illustration of the superior value 
to us of the British trade. Since 1893 we have only 
increased our exports to the States hy 5 millions, 
while those to Great Britain have increased over 13 
millions. In the same period, 18133 to i*>7, our total 
exports were enlarged by $19,600,000, over 130 per 
cent, of the increase being in our ex|*>rts to Great 
Britain and the States. Although we favour the 
movement to develop Inter-Impvrial trade, yet, as it 
now forms only 46 per cent, of our total foreign trade, 
it is evident that it will take a length of time to raise 
its volume to such an extent as to render its value 
largely in excess of the business done with countries 
outside the Empire.
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Miss Olive G. Otto, formerly cashier at East 
St. Louis, III., for the Prudential Insurance Com­
pany, of America, has filed suits against-that company 
aggregating $100,ooo for arrest ami prosecution on 
charges of embezzclmcnt.
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