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Great Missionaries. the theme suggested hy his rough enter­
tainer, he read the story of the Syro 
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master's table. He had not 
far in his discourse when 1
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The attention of the world at the 
present time is turned in the direction of 
South Africa, and every bulletin from the 
field of strife is eagerly scanned. Even 
the school I toys know exactly where the 
towns and cities and rivers are located, 
as maps are carefully studied. When 
Holiert Moffat went to South Africa, 
however, little was known of the 
country ; more than that, it was . 
frequented by beasts of prey, and I 
peopled by savage triltes. Robert I 
Mortal was I torn on the 21st of I 
I leccmber, 17V.r>, in Scotland, t ff I 
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; ><" Africaner sis>n liecame inter 
ested in the (lospel and liegitn 
to read the New Testament. 
Before long lie was thoroughly 
converted, and the linn became 
a lamb, as the love of God filled 

formerly
I like a fire-brand, spreading dis­

cord, enmity, and war among the 
neighlsiring trdies, was now ready 
to make any sacrifice to avoid 
conflict, and liesought parties at 
variance with each other to be at 
peace. When Moffat took Afri­
caner into Cape Town to present 
him to the governor, he had some­
what the experience of Barna­
bas with Saul of Tarsus when he 
introduced him as Paul the 
Apostle at Antioch and Jerusa­
lem— man)’ were afraid of the 

I new convert, “not believing that 
I he was a disciple.” But the way 
I was won for the Gospel and its 
I triumphs in that field, and the 
I world saw and lielieved.

___ I For ten years Moffat and his
devoted wife labored in Africa 
without much 
but at last

tience were rewarded and they had 
the joy of seeing mai 
brought to Christ, and 
degraded transformed by the power of 91 
the truth. Speaking of some of his con 
verts he says : “It was truly gratifying I 
to observe the simplicity of their faith. I

m It is
improved his opportunities for 
picking up knowledge, learned to 
play the violin, ai 
of athletic sports.

&a and was very fond 
At the age of 

eighteen he was converted at a 
Wesleyan Methodist meeting, and 
shortly after received his first mis 
sionary impulse, by seeing a large 
poster announcing a missionary 
meeting. It seemed to come to 
him ns a

38 his heart. He who
a

personal appeal, and fro|n 
lent he determined to bethat mon 

a missionary. It must not be 
thought, however, that there were 
no other influences at work in 
leading to this choice of a life- 
work. His mother had told him 
many thrilling stories aljout the 
Moravian missionaries in Green 
land and Labrador, and these all 

up freshly in his mind when
his eye rested on that missionary 
announcement.

About a year after, he was sent 
as a representative of the London 
Missioim 
He rear
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Society to South Africa. L— 
j Cape Town, January 

13th, 1817, and lodged for a time 
with a Hutch farmer, from whom 
he learned Dutch, which enabled him 
to preach to the Boers in their own 
language. His mission, however, was to 
the Hottentots beyond the Boer settle 
ments. Of course he met with much 
prejudice and opposition in his purpose 
to preach to these degraded people.

“ On one occasion Moffat halted at a 
farm lielonging to a Boer, a man of 
wealth and im|xirtance, who had many 
slaves. Hearing that he was a mission­
ary, the farmer gave him a hearty wel­
come, and proposed in the evening that 
he should give them a service. To this 
lie readily assented, and supper being 
ended, a clearance was made, the big 
Bible and the psalm-books were brought 
out, and the family was seated, 
inquired for the servants, “ May none of 

r servants come inf” said he. 
Servants ! what do you 

the Hottentots, 
many on your farm.”

“ Hottentots ! " roared the man, “are 
you come to preach to Hottentots I” Go

,-ii apparent result, 
their faith and pa-
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and the astonished Hottentots dispersed. 
-• Who,” said the farmer, “hardened your 
hammer to deal my head such a blow 1 
I II never object to the preaching of the 
Gox|>el to Hottentots again."’

A noted chief named Africaner 
Mr. Mortal's friends much uneasiness, 
was a dreaded outlaw who had been the 
terror of the country. All sorts of pre 
dictions were made as to what would 
hapjien if Moffat placed himself within 
the power of this savage. One said that 
Africaner would set him up for his boys 
to shoot at, another that he would strip 
ort'hix skin to make a drum of, while a 
third predicted that he would make a 
drinking cup of his skull. A kind 
motherly dame said, us she wiped the tear 
fium her i 
“ Had you 
have been nothing, for you would soon 
have died, whether or no; but you are 
young and going to become the prey of 
that monster.”

Africaner, however, received the young

of theL ignorant andv
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lie
implicitly relying on the atonement of 
Christ, of which they appeared to have a 
very clear conception, considering the 
previous darkness of their minds on such a 
subjects.”

As an illustration of the faith of tie- -9 
missionaries, it is said that during the 
darkest days, liefore the Gospel had made i j 
any progress whatever, Mrs. Moffat re I 
ceived a letter from a friend in Scotland ,|l 
inquiring if there was 'anything of use 1 
which she could send. The reply returned J 
was, “Send usa communion service, «e 1 
shall want it someday.” Communication 
lietween Africa and England was tardy jSa 
then, and liefore an answer came to her 
letter the darkness increased, and the 
Bechuanas seemed as far from salvation

Moffat
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