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only vehicle that he could dis r was that of
a costermonger, drawn by a respectable old
donkey, he then looked at Mr. Phineas Mac
farlane, and then at his bill—the forelinger of
his right hand still upon the ¢ n o

his arithmetical knowledge, and Mr
Macfartane’s integrity were at issue

“Will you have the goods
to move in or move out?’ &
ter.

“In, by all ans,’ said Waid, « itis you
that are out. Itronble you for ten shillings,
with which you have overcharged me.

At this, the long oval face, and the swallow
regular features of Phineas grew dark, very
dark, and his reply was hurried and discour
teons. He denied the overcharge avonce, and
asked John Ward if he meant to call him a
thief. Singularly enough, Ward did not Jose
his temper on the instant, but mildy told him
it was aquestion in which violence and nsser-
tion were of no consequence, but one merely
of figures, and then invited him to castup the
figures with him. They then laid their heads
together, not very amiably, each in his own
way ranning up the colamn of the shillings.
Join knew that he was young, and perhaps
looked mu h younger; but his adversary, for
such he was now really become, did not know
that John hed been educated at a school, in
which the first prine that is there taught,
is to rid the bosom of fear, at once and for ever,

Phineas, in this fittle exploit, endeavored
tointimidate and confuse the customer ; firstly,
by speaking almost at the (u{: of his voice ;
and secondly, by obstinately beginning to cast
up from the top of the column, when John be-
gan at the top, and vice versa. At Ien?lh. he
so far forgot his self-possession, as to tell Ward
that he lied, and endeavoured to snatch the
bill from him. Thi ach to violence was
returned by a distinct and mll»l:plied e
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ves, and, we are sorry to add ¢
flocks, they will in pairs ; an
sternly that ad ersity presses upon
he more afie.uonately and truthiully
h eaoh other,
n Ward had a companion and a friend,
the horsors of midshipman’s half
¥y could not alienate from him. Thers was
a great discrepancy between the fortunes of
these two ; for whilst John Ward saw no other
prospect before him, than that, after having
spent the little money that still remained to
bim of his pay, aud that devived from prizes,
of going and offering his services to navigale
the mercantile navy, his friend had 1

t even

been made a sleeping partner in his
large wholesale tobacconist
the Borough. Never was there a more wake
sleeping partner than Harry Haldrum § indeed,
no one knew when he slept—ia the night it
certainly was not, as all the fraternity of the
old watch at the west end of the town were
willing to testify upon oath, with, or even
without a consideration. In fact, he was
ol those young gentlemen, whe, from his con-
nection with trade, was not so well assured of
his own gentility as he wished ; therefore, at
times, to secure the appellation of * gentie-
man >’ as much to himself as possible, did his
best 10 a.1 quite unlike one. With the ex
tion of this foible, he was however, a
fellow.

Hal heard his old shipmate’s account of his
tribulation, in a rich, soiled silk dressing gown,
with a golden tasselled velvet cap, of the most
vivid green, on one side of his head, with a
veritable Havannah cigar in his mouth § and,
as the narrative grew more interesting, so the
more furiously he smoked. By the time that
it was finished, so was the cigar pearly ; and,
as the tale of woe ceused, he flung the rem-
nant, |)urlnng as il was, upon the nch carpet,
and crushed out the lighted ashes by twisting
them under his heel, with a gesture and an
empbasis that Ward well understood, as a
wish 1o be using the lank-haired physiognomy
of Phineas Macfarlane in the same fashion.

‘Well, ssid John Waid, ‘now that you
have heaid my wrongs what shall [ do 77

“ Pl go and give him a good starting—that
is, | mean a towelling.” Haldrum kept his
word—fastened a quarre) upon him, and beat
him unmercifully.

It might hue{mn afortnight after this con-
versation, when one fine morning, John Ward
presented himself to his old friend, Hal Hald-
rum, at his locale in Duke street. The meet-
ing was a painful one to both ies. John
hed come whl.ﬂmnnu to his friend, thet cir-
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the head ; a fracas ensued—two shopmen
ed in the fray, whilst g third p da

stable, John still kepi possession of John as
his prisoner, until he placed him at the bar be-

pelled him to adopt as his
dernier ressort, the resolution of embarkingas
the first mate of a West-Indiaman ; and Hany
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had the offer of assistance in his heart, and it
lren and yet he knew nod
whether a present selief would not be an ultis
te disaster,
¢ Fhere is ne lisgrace in it,’ said poor John,
{ doubtingly, anc with a hectie flush § ¢ and yet
{1 think it would bave broken my lather’s

sled on his tongue

, theart, bad he been | ving te see it

, John, no—it would not, though he
i naval officer, he would have
is son honestly serving his country
mercantile navy, rather than to have
him 'dling away his time on shore, in
ton dissipation, if he had the means, “*in
1 verty if in want—he would, per-
bim the right-minded resolute
that you are, than such a harum-scarum,
~for-litile  fellow myself—a useless
sumer of the good things of this lie—~a
something werse (uan an unprofitable or id
ember of one of busiest communities in the
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“The large snuff-manufactory in the Bo-

* No more of that, il you love me, John ;
it is not I, but my capital that does the good
work there ; sink the shop, I shall reform by
yy and marry.  Yes, marry—why do you
start f—I am not so fresh-coloured and fine
looking a fellow es you, yet I'm strait enoughy

got a trick of the eye that may take
fancy .\;v.c.m’» when I car thiow in
sne-welght, to so lighy
o inysell, 1 wish I had your guod
looks, however.?

¢ And 1 your money.’

¢ Upon my soul, I would change—you see,
after all, that your lot is preferable to mine,’

¢ But { dun’t see it.”

¢Then I will put the case, and if you will
only keep your eyes opon it will be visible
Now, here’s Mary Macfarlane.’

i “Macfarlane! What ! the daughtet of Phi-
{ neas Mac‘ariae, of Swallow-street—the man
wh se you cracked 7?
s daughtzr, but his cousin—his ward
or at least lately was so— splendid girl,
' ur-h’u:m,x\r.r and a great fortune in
Darzain

¢ What, and has it passed through the cant.
ing man-mercer’s hands, and remains great¥

* There were two other guardians, my boy ;
and Idon’t know how many trustees ! No
she shall help me in my case. Suppose you
and I were to bid up for her ?° v

] ’

od hay
\ousands

|

1 enough,

¢ Yes, you—with your Grecian coutenanos,
mountain colour, and laughing English blue
eyes—and then there is that worst of all de»
vils, called persuasion, in the very tope of
your voice. You ! why not you ? ell, sup-
posing we both strove for her, and T won her,
as most likely I should.’

* Thank you,’ said John Ward, a little more
mortified than he ought to have been, consi-
dering his late modest disclaimer.

‘ Don’t thank me, but thank my two of
three thousand a year, as it may be. So you
see, my income wonld have done what plain
honest Hal Haldram could not. Put the case
the other way, that you won her—and there’d
be an end fo the end to the argument: so
stick yourself, Jack, on either of the horns of
the dilemma, and then you’ll be a happier fel
low than 1.?

¢ Well! if I must be empaled, I should like
itto be on a golden horn—but all this is bus
sorry comfort to me ; you won’t get her be-
cause you don’t deserve her, though your mo-
ney does ; and [ should not though I do de-
serve her (mind, the assertion is yours, not
mine,) because I have 0o money to make my
deserving palatable.’

¢ That’s more than you know—you shall
try, however.

¢ Impossivle ! ¢The Thomas and Nancy,’
confound the owners’ taste, what names they
give their ships! The Hooker sails, Hal, in
a fortnight from this day,’

(7o be concluded in our next.)
T ey

Srors on THE Sus.—~A down-east edilor
says that aspot about an inch in diameter, or
“as large as a piece of chalk,” is plainly to be

seen “ with the naked eye.”




