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WANTED; MEN FOR GIDEON'S 

BAND.*
not perish, but have everlasting life. 
This home-bringing of the lamented ex 
lie to the place reminds us of that scene 
where the father welcomes home the 
wanderer from the far country, and 
kills for him the faite i c If, -id clo
thes him in the goodly robe. This re
ception of a repentant and believing 
soul is all for Jesus' sake, even as 
Mephiboaheth was welcomed for Jona 
than’s sake. Christ’s sufferings on the 

and his interoeeeion are at the

GOD’S KINDNESS TO LAME SOULS

By Rev. Theodore Cuyler, D.D.
After David had been firmly seated 

on the throne he inquired whether any 
of the house of Saul were yet living; 
for if eo, he would like to show them 
kindness for the sake of his beloved 
friend Jonathan. An old family steward 
named Ztba. reporte to the king that 
there Is a son of Jonathan 
who is "lame on his feet This is 
about the only fact known in regard to 
the poor waif of a dethroned royal fain 
ily. He is a cripple. Ever ‘dnce his 
nurse had fled from the house at the 
tidings of Jonathan’s bloody death and
had dropped the little «ve year ohl m |Qpper ^ the King1
her panic, he had been ,n?ur*®' J God’s kindness to the lame is not
in both his feet. And so • . . only manifested in the atonement, or in
sheltered in the house of one M aco . .on V) the penitent sinner, or in
over on the eastern side of t • (,onverting grace; it is shown in his pa

*» “ D»v.d V»™ * tnd tient foxbearenc. Mid compassion to
of hie bosom friend is still in Uie stumbling Christians. For Christians
of toe living, he do stu„tole, and some of them shook-
had once made a covenant was not the first or the
th.n to show toe 'klndn.» M the ^ > dis8rlce(ul h.
laird" to the J°?M Tn- never would have healed a cripple in
ly sends one of the . r the "Gate Beautiful" if his own spiri
debar with ™ ♦!? ^L.irt When tual lameness had not been cured by
lame Mephiboaheth m." palace. his forgiving Saviour a short time be
•he abashed cripple reaches to P ^ ,ore G(K,.a ambulances are kept busy,
and hobbles Intotoe k ^eTll.h.1m,d. Tlie difference between an impenitent
chamber, he is l^,”t'y nd exclaims, sinner and a Christian is that the one
He falls on his he*' thnu ,honld is willing to continu. weak and wicked;
"What Is toy “tvsnt, tost the > M , ,h. oüler] when he slips and sprains
est look unon avjch a R been himeelf is not content to lie on his face,
amt" Mepihosheth bu, and seek, «cover,, and
a shy and gentle ere» • lnflrmi walks more circumspectly. Ood is very
others who suffer from bodily forbearing towards the feeble Christians
ties: but there is "“f.’ vollev wh0i Uke Banyan's "Beady-to-halt,"
lav. one 1UI ""S'®, artlllerv hobble on crutches; but such eUy no
of nnevnected „.d,ide 0, love giants, reap no harvests, end win no
kills an SüTÏ’.hïad toilaugh! from crowns. They are not models. When 
H M‘',:'l?”;,,hf L ^lar7 David as the , sonl ha. once been healed by divine 
hi. childhood to regard Df gMl lU gIaM h, !im«ness, it ought, like 
dsstmyer ' h„ve melted the cured cripple at the Temple gate,

whèn^è monmeh rec.lv*. him to be walking and leapmg and pr.ia.ng 
,rrelnu,lv. Not only receive, hnn. Ucd. 

but adonis him “tor Jon»*... »

BsS1*
picture of the fugitive cripple “*£dthJ 
he ‘"'^*:4"w T“tam.ntlgo,.

arable otacd'a 
to crippled souls. . ,

Every sinner is lamed by «In, and •
«holîT impotent to restore himnlf.
When the Holy Spirit awakens » 
n«r to a deep conviction of his own gilt, ire i, Aady .0 confess his utter un 
worthiness in language »s,t"’n8»» that 
used by Mephiboaheth The «odlyRu 
toerford of Scotland describes himself 
In tire same Impassioned language as 
having once teen a “dead carcass, not 
aide to step over a straw." John Bunyan 
usee quite as vehement expressions in 
his "Qraoe Abounding." Pungent con
rrM°c=*lnf to«Xi;lSSrî . nolo, bettor than .. expected o, on.
doubt whether any man can rightly ap is the secret of truest service. The
nreciale the wonderful mercy of Ood in worker! In any dullness establishment
Jesua Christ, snd the infinite precious can readily be divided Into two clasaes
ness of atoning love, unless he has been by this test: there who do Just what la
broken down in pen! ent self abasement. asked and expected of them and who
Tire lowliest convictions of guilt are atop with that; and tnoae who are nut
usually the prelude to the loftiest at content to atop tirera, but who are con
tsiuments to godliness. The repentant stantly rendering themretvee invaluabto
and restored cripples are those whose by doing more than any one has asked
feet become "like hinds' feet " in run- or expeotod. The latter at. in the min-
Ulna in the pathway of Cod’s command- only, of course, but it te a minority to
manta. which the door it alwaya open, and

There la a beautiful parallel between whore member» move steadily to the
David's embassy of kindness to bring up top, where there le elweye plenty of
Mephiboshetli to tlebron, end tire mis room. The principle Is the seme ell
rIoq of the stoning Saviour to crippled through life, for it Is the secret of eer
humanity in its far-off wanderings. That vice in the Kingdom. Christ wants his
royal chariot halting at the poor lame followers to improve on the expects
fellow’s door to carry him up to the tious of their fellowe.—Sunday School
king is a fine figure of the divine mercy Times,
that stops at the' sinner’s doorway. Grace 
furnishes the chariot. Grace »ent the 
only-begotten Son of God into the world 
that whosoever trusteth in Him should

By Robert E. Speer.
Truth is almost always in the custody 

of the minority, and the great victories 
have ever been the victories of the few 
ever the many. It was Elijah single 
landed against the prophets of Baal, 
and Gideon and his three hundred 
against the hosts of the M'd imites. Ami 
iu our day every reform has begun with 
the few, and fought its way agunst in 
ertia or opposition.

So the need of all days, of Gideon’s 
and of our own, is f< r men who fear 
God l id have no other fear, who will 
destroy aiu, but will not compromis 
with it, who

bottom of every sinner’s salvation. When 
any of us get admission to the marriage 
supper In our Father's house, our song 
will be to him who oame to seek and 
to save the lost. What a 
restored cripples there! will

family of 
be at that go out to war ready for 

the foe, expecting war to bo war, and 
who believe that with God they cun 
prevail, however many be the armies 
that oome out against them.

There are mine who tell us, though, 
that all such language is out of place 
now. We must not tslk of lighting. In 
all men and all opinions that have held 
the allegiance of men the root is good, 
they say. What we need to do is to ap 

h them with conciliation and sym 
lathy, discover that which is good in 

and foster and develop that. 
There is a real trivh f--re. But there 
i re bad men and bad • a ions, which 
it is our duty to antagonize and destroy. 
And there are men and opinions in 
which the bad and the good are so in 
termingled that they can hardly be eep 
r. rated, and it becomes a question of 
cutting hard at the evil or of letting 
them alone in their entanglement.

And there is evil in men and opinion 
which is made worse and more danger 
ous by the plausibility of iu excuses, 
sud by its alliance with good which ' 
ought to have no part 
with it

or inheritance

<>ur Lord perceived this. "1 came 
not to bring p.ace, but a sword." Now, 
he did bring peace, such peace as the 
world, with its wise way* of doing 
things and its cunning compmumes, 
cannot give. But his pe ice is peace af 
ter battle, after conquest.

And lie wants rnun to come after him 
When Jeeua coure, between «rire *1*VC“

mure.,'l.ren,d" tou'M „ ‘"at lire, are

|£»2f i£V£0,SCt3’L'S lî‘»‘«™übîn‘Ck^,ta“1 H^btood 

dilierent idea. He sai , y red banner was ahead of them imiluvo jour tellow. on SÏu to,üen"ct“.

« :"‘‘Z the •“ -he church,
bu. ever^to bring then durer. Former- “nd lel o. cm.a .jol the var presage.
lyU the”ocean ’separated tire contiu.nl, ™ ^

il connects tirem. À. we g found it, but aa a genial adjustment ui
truth to error, or a kindly tolerance ot 
what Christ so abhorred.

But we cannot do this, for sin will 
soon break uiy truce and

Brooklyn, N.Y.

NO DANGER OF TOO MUCH LOVE.

y

know mor, of the purpose of the Lord 
in our lives, we 
ii akes great and abiding affection pos 
sible.

see that he alone

reopen hoe 
tililies. We cannot be at peace if we 
try. It is battle always, so long aa life 
it mains.

IMPROVING ON EXPECTATIONS.

But it is also victory if we will go in 
and tight iu the faith and spirit of the 
band of Gideon.—ti. 8. Times.

Daily Readings for Preceding Week.

Mon.—Servants to sin (Jurtg. 6:7). 
Tues.—Promised deliverrmoe (Judg. 

6:7 10).
Wed.—The deliverer chosen (Judg. 

6:1124).
Tnurs.—Gideon prepared (Judg. 6: 

25 32).
Fri.—A sign given (Judg. 6.33-40). 
Sat.—A splendid victory (Judgi 7:8 25).

The spirit of inquiry lies very near the 
foundation of knowledge. The life that 
is free from interrogation points is shy 
on wisdom.

•Young People's Topic—Sunday, No
vember 20, 1907. Wanted: Men for G id 
eon's Band (Judg. 72-7).

To cherish revenge against a neighbor 
is like warming a viper on the hearth-

_


