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ý14-ýiR,-Though a very severe malady with which I have been afflicted since my

arriva, bore bas put it out of M-y power before to, pay that attention to business,
which would be necessary ta ente .r into a confidential communication with y'ou, such

as the urgency of publie affairs demands, yet it bas been with concern that 1 have

.found on enquir-y that owing ta some miâtake or neglect, which 1 ara afraid 1 muat

take ta myseif, my arrival bore was not announeed ta you, otherwise than by the

circulation of the military orders by the Adjutant General. I trust yon will have

the goodness ta excuse what bu cortainly been an omission and attribute it solely

ta my temporary incapacity.
I wu in hopes before now ta bave received some information, by which I might

have been able ta form a donjecture as to, the probable issue of the pending contro.

versy on whàch the continuance of our tranquillity with our neighbours depends,
but there bas Rot elapsed a suifficient time for the means that 1 have myseif
employed to bave produced any effect and I have Rot been honoured with a single

communication from our minister to the United States.. I thorefore know littie

more thui what cari be gathored from the papers and from the jemper of the

president s speech at the opening of Congress. Either of those afford but siender

grounds on which ta rest judgment. It must be our business thererore to taire snob

precautions as may place us in a state of proparation for the event of Hostility and

with this view ta concert a general outline of ce-operation that may, as far as it can

be doue, compensate for our deficiency in strongth and at any rate ta enable me ta

rgue that line of conduct that bas been marked out for me by His Majestys

Theëe Instructions, as far as they relate to the Canadas, as well indeed as my own

view of the subject; in li ht in which 1 -can poiieibly turn it, point ont the

preservation of Q bec as the o 'ect of my first and principal consideration and that

ta whieb ail othorg must be sabordinate. It is the only post, defective as it is in

many r that can be considerod tenable for a moment, nor l'a the preservation
î of it of = sequence to the Province under your immediate direction, than lit is

ta this, ag affording the only door for t4o future entry of, that force whieh it might
be fou nd expedient and whieh the Kiný's governmoDt might then be ab e ta -Bond

for the recovery of both or either, ait ough the pressure of the moment in the

present extended range of warfare would not permit the sending of that which

would be sufficient ta defend them and the con8idering it in this view will place its

importance in its truest light, for if the Amoricans are really dotermined to attack

thoiae Provinffl and employ the8e means whieh they may Bo easily çain mand I féar it

would bo vain for us ta flatter ourselves in the hcopes of maki au effootu;i defenS

of the open, country, nulesa powerfully assisted fram home.. Ilind indeed, altbongh

we would certainly reai5t every predatory ai- i Il concerted attack, which proisumption

might Wad thora ta undertake withoui sufficient meanfj,. yet in every event of

Invasion, not conducted on such principles. ofineffieiency, A might porbape be wise

ta act wlith that caution, that would enable us ta humband our own BWurces-for thst

future exertion ta which 1 bave alladed and I should.therofore heoitate ta recommend .

a more extended scene of oparations than might be adapted ta that ùýjéctý were it

not in the ides thatsuch might be called for as immediately, and ematiull;y connected
with the etill more important abject which 1 bave laid down ne that Yýhich must be
our iffrat eonsideration and muet aboorb all others - the defenoe of Quobec.

1 am totally unfflusinted with the etate of the Militia of Upper Canada and

uuable ta obtain . formation on it upoii. whieb I eau place.là r dependénoe.
Indeedifitwereo erwi , 1 inclined in, the aligbtest;ýlegrýto.iýntler-

"Z In -se 1 should not f"
fére or interpose one as ta the arrangemeùts which yk may think proper
for you-r Internai=the f4tal effecta of divigion and diasipating our Foi-ce, by

Attomptin to set en too many pointe, have been too tyequently illustratod of late

tu me tote under any: oqi)i)rebLéne.iona thatjou abteee), thât it is by concon.


