
rxw THE MERCHANT OF VENICE

m

inweaned spu-.t in cloh.p courtesies," and Lorenzo in speakinRto Portia reKa.ding hini assures h.-r that l.e is one to whom
t^le in.ght be proud to send relief. In the In-KinninK of thephiy lie IS repre.senle.1 as Ix-ing overeon.e by an nna.vountable
sadness ,ind his mood tlu-ouKliout the drama is naturally nota cheerful one; but in his friendship for Hassanio he givesevidence of a sc-lf-sacrificing generosity which in itself justiHes
the admiration and affection of his friends.

Portia. It would be difficult to give a better .summary of the
qualities of Portia than that uttered by Bassanio when hedescribes her as "fair, and fairer than tliat word, of wondrous
virtues.^^ But to understand fully what these "wondrous
virtues are. ,t will be necessary to see P(,rtia herself as sheappears ,n the dilferent scenes in the play. In the conversa-
tion with ^erIssa (Act I., Scene IF.), ii^ whi.h the different
suitors are dt-scriU'd, it is her keenness of intellect, and tJie
play ..f wit and humour, that attracts us most stronglv • butat the same time beneath this playful exterior we fetd thatthere IS an undercurrent of seriousness, and that her vivacitym reahty covers up her n-al feelings of anxiety concerning the
conditions of her father's will. In the s.-enes in which Moroccoand Arragon make their choice of the caskets we have afurther illustration of Portia's attitude towards her uiuvel-come suitors, in the case of Morocco an amu.sed tolerance
which gives way to gcmuine relief when he takes his chparture •

and in the ca.se of Arragon an ill-conceal, d contempt, which
finds Its expression at length in biting sarcasm. But with
Ba.ssanio ,t ,s diftVrent. She had alivady seen him in herfathers time and the "fair s|,eechle.ss nu-ssages" in her ev.-swere in themselves a sufficient proof of her feelings towaids
him. A\ hen he comes as a suitor there is the inevitable
s niggle between love and mo.lesty in wlii,.h both fcu-lings
alternaely find exprcssi.m; and throughout the scene all thewomanly qualities in her nature, ..ualities of heart ratherthan of intellect, are revealed. In A.-t IV. her con.luct of the
1
rial Scene shows not only Keenness of intellect but .s..lf.controland firn.ne.ss of will

; and these qualities of mind stand out allthe more clear y b,.,au.se they form a contrast to the girli.sh
playfulness which she displays both in her pn-parationL herjourney to Venice and in her conversation with Bassanio at
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