
10 PENROD

He shook the lantern near his ear: nothingsplashed;

there was no sound but a dry clinking. But there

was plenty of kerosene in the can; and he filled the

lantern, striking a match to illumine the operation.

Then he lit the lantern and hung it upon a nail

against the wall. The sawdust floor was slightly

impregnated with oil, and the open flame quivered

in suggestive proximity to the side of the box; how-

ever, some rather deep charrings of the j)lank against

which the lantern hung offered evidence that the

arrangement was by no means a new one, and in-

dicated at least a possibility of no fatality occurring

this time.

Next, Penrod turned up the surface of the saw-

dust in another corner of the floor, and drew forth

a cigar-box in which were half a dozen cigarettes,

made of hayseed and thick brown wrapping paper,

a lead-pencil, an eraser, and a small note-book, the

cover of which was labelled in his own handwriting:

"English Grammar. Penrod Schofield. Room 6,

Ward School Nomber Seventh."

The first page of this book was purely academic;

but the study of English undefiled terminated with

a slight jar at the top of the second: "Nor must an

adverb be used to mod if
"
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