
MINING LAWS WD RKiai. A 1 IONS

IN British C''»luml'>ia minio^ h;««« h«mt ilu- ch'wi i.nti'r in ihf

altiiiniii^ i>f' its pro*oiit pt>>^ mH us iiti iirj;iiiii/cU and pr»<)i;r»;s.

si%c pr«»\inv-i' »i| ilu' DominiiUi.

It was due to the tliscovory o( plact-r fjold on the banks of

the Fraser Kivcr, anJ lator to coal il'.'posits tin \ anioiivcr Klanil,

that the rai-ilic scahoarti fnuTjjfd from hi-ini; nu-rcly a fur hunting

reserve, and was st>tiied Um^f before any M the territory between
the (ireat Lukes and tlie Koiky Mountains.

The administrative control of the inihisiry, and of all matters

relating: to its reiiulatitui, as well as to the :ic«.|nisi'. ion anil Iraf

fer of niininj^ laniis is in the hands of iIk- |'ro\inci;il (io\ernn- i

The Departments I'f Mines ami Lands and Piiiilic Works .ire

mi'st impvMtanl ot the I'roviticial <io\ crnnicnt, .muI thriui^h lluir

t>rticials, ci>n'.'-.. i^ of a body of dcparttnental ollicers and I'f j;old

commissioners and mining' recorders stati«ined throuf^hont the

Province, the laws and re;,'ulatioiis are easily and carelullv ad-

ministered.

The Dep.irtnieni iif Mines also publishes statistical anil otlter

information for the s;iiidance and .issisiancc of those enj,'aj,'ei! in

the industry. The report of the I'rovinci d Mineralof;ist is a

comprehensive statement oi' the product i>l the mines, and of the

l.ilest estimates ol tb.K extent o( the deposits, with much otii e

valuable information.

The mininj.;; laws and practice v>f Hri»'. "oinmbia have been

the subject ol favorable comniotit in other iin>; coiuitries.

The law ijovemin;^ titles is iinplr Vi'd clear, .\tiyonc \\ ishinjf

to locate :i I'laiin must be the hoiiler of ;i !• rec Miner'-

Certilicale, obtainable fr lii the loca: ' ,'ice for a Ice ot $5. When
he discovers mineral in ,

.' anil on \\.i>.le lands o\' the (."ri'W n,

or where not occupied as ,1 mineral claim by another, he must

erect a iliscovery post where he h.is found niineial in riick in

place. He must blaze a line as iie:iil'. as po^silile following; the

direction of his leail. At the enils of thi-- line be pl.i is his

posts, numbers 1 and 2, inscribinj^ his n.-inie, the ti.ime he tjives

to the claim, .tiid the date of location, ami ileliiiini; tb.e limits

which he may place alto^jether on one siJe of the line, or divided

by it into any propvirtioiis. liis cl.iim is then kept alive bv

annual assessment work, a minimum of Sloo beint,' fixed each

year. When he has expendeil tht sum of $500 iir mote in labor

and improvements, and has had the claim surveyed, he completes

i


