
PARIS AND SOME OF ITS CHURCHES

10 mercilcMly mocked. The lawyers itill have the

poneuion of the Sainte Chapelle; but all italli and

leati have been removed and its doon are opened

once a year only, when the autumn scMion begini,

being inaugurated by the " Metse Rouge," celebrated

by the Archbishop of Paris himself.

The Benedictine foundation of Saint Denis,

though it stands outside the walls of the city, in a

suburb where the tangle of machineiy and smoke

of factories make strange surroundings for the peace

of the cloister, must always claim a right to come

within the story of France's capital, since it is the

last /esting-place of France's kings. The legends of

Paris and its saints ascribe the original foundation of

the abbey church to the following story, which has

come to be very well known, concerning as it docs the

patron saint of France. Saint Denis, who, as wc have

seen, was the first to evangelise in the marshes of

Lutetia, suffered martyrdom under the Valerian per-

secutions in the third century, in the city where his

good work had begun; but after his head had been

struck off, the body, instead of falling lifeless at once,

rose up from the block, took the head in its hands,

and walked out of the city to the neighbouring town

of Catulliacum, where it finally sought refuge in the

villa of one Catulla, a Roman lady of noble and good

repute, who instantly took possession of her sr'-^ted
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