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CATHEDRAL CITIES OF FRANCE
them the centre of much that has made history for

our modem eyes to read. Look at Chartres and
Bayeux, and Laon and Troyes, for embodiments of

this type. And lastly, there arc the cities which
exactly reverse the foregoing state of affairs, and owe
their growth to the kindly fostering of a later age—
an age which has learnt wisdom more quickly than

its predecessors, and has learnt, moreover, to love

the whirr of enginca and the busy paths of commerce
more than the safe keeping of ancient monuments
and the reading of history in the worn greyness of

their stones. Among these we may count Havre;
but of this class it is more difficult to find examples
in France, although in England the north country is

thick with such mushroom cities.

The history of the growth of one Gaulish tovra

may easily serve for that of another: later days de-

cided its continued importance or its gradual decay,

as the case might be; and, as Freeman points out in

his essay upon French and English towns, " the map
of Roman Gaul survives, with but few and those

simple changes in the ecclesiastical map of France
down to the great Revolution." Thus the history of

these cities affected themselves alone and not, to any
great extent, the lands in which they stood. It is a
salient testimony to the lasting influence of ancient

Gaul that in most town-names some trace can be
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