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I'ndesirable cross l>recdinps niay l>c avoi<k><l by covorinn tlip flcjwer heads of tlic

selected plants with gauze, or lifiht paper bags, shortly before tho opening of the first

llowers.

Keep only the main flowering stem; and remove all branching stems, which

generally yield seed too light and of poor quality.

It is a bad practice to remove all the leaves from the plants kept for seed. The

leaves are absolutely necessary to the life of the plant, and their complete removal is a

practice that should never be foll.iwcil.

The haves of th<? scctl pinnts are gemrally of inferior ounlity, and are very often

damaged by the fall of the fragments of flowers. Their loss must be regarded as a

matter of course, the i;iily aim biiiig to obtain seed a^ heavy as possible.

A part of the leaves may be reiriovcd oidy when the ripening of the jwds is pro-

ceeding too slowly and it is dcsind tn iiasten it. But this 'iKiiild not l>e done b<'fiir<'

thf brown colouring of the pnds is siiilici' iitly develiip<d. Thi' lower leaves are

removed at first, and the rest, if necossury, ;>re taken otT slf>\vly and gradnrilly as th.'

season advances and renders the oiK>ration more urgent.

Progress may be considered as satisfa<'tory if the seed is ripe before more than half

of the leavi>s of the plant have been removed.

When the leaves are mnoved too soon, the -led is light and of inferior quality,

showing lack of nourishment.

When some pods are too long in rii>eniiig, it is better to cut them otf with scissors

and destroy them.

The stem may be cut with the pods on, the latter being left on the stem until they

are dry ; or the cluster of pods may be removed and hung up in a dry and well ventilated

place. The latter method seems to be better.

A systematic study of the cidtur<> of seed-plants has led us to adopt the following

practice: A little before the tobacco harvest, say about August 10, the top and bottom

leaves of the seed i)lants are taken olT leaving only about 7 or S middle leaves on each

plant. About August '2(* this number is reduced by about a third, the leaves being

taken from the top and bottom. At least four leaves are left on until the .seed is

gathered. When the seed harvest is very late, one may remove all the leaves in

exceptional eases, but this should oidy Iw done at a late date, when the jxids are well

formed and the seeds tilled, with some of tlii' po<ls beginning t(> turn brown.

The seeds are left for the winter in the pods, the latter being shelled out only

shortlv before sowing time. The se< .'s should K- carefully sifted. They may be kept

for viars in bottles not tightly corked, so as to pi>rmit of tlie access of air, in bags, or

in wooden boxes.

ILMIVESTIXG.

MATl iilTV.

Tobacco plants should he harvested as soon as they are ripe.

A leaf of tobacco may be considerod as ripe when it becomes spotted with small

yellow markings, which first maki' their api)iaraiice at tlie edge and tip of the leaf, and

extend toward the mid-vein. The lip curves and hardens. On bending, the leaf

brep.ks straight acrws with a sharp, <'haracteristic sound. Sometimes, when the
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