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Germany, France, and Italy under his chairmanship.
We declared in regard to this proposal that we could
not, however much we approved the idea, participatem such a conference, as we could not call Austria in
her dispute with Servia before a European tribunal.

France consented to the proposal of Sir Edward
Grey, but it foundered upon Austria's dedinins it,
as was to be expected.

Faithful to our principle that mediation should not
extend to tlie Awttro-Servian conflict, which is to be
considered as a purely Austro-Hungarian affair, but
merely to the relations between Austria-Hungary and
Russia, we continued our endeavors to bring about
an understanding between these two powers.
We further declared ourselves ready, after failure of

the cmference idea, to transmit a second proposal of
Sir Edward Grey's to Vienna in which he suggested
Austria-Hungary should decid', that either the Servian
reply was sufficient, or that it be used as a basis for
further negotiations. The Austro-Hungarian Govern-
ment remarked with full appreciation of our action
mat tt had come too laU, the hostilities having already
been opened.
In spite of this we continued our attempts to the

utmost, and we advised Vienna to show every possible
advance compatible with the dignity of the monarchy.
Unfortunately, all these proposals were overtaken

by the military preparations of Russia and France.
On July 29"', the Russian Government made the

official notification in Berlin that four army districts
had been mobilized. At the same time further news
was received concerning rapidly progressing miUtary
preparations of France, both on water and on land.
On the same day the Imprial Ambassador in

St. Petersburg had an interview with the Russian
Foreign Secretary, in regard to which he reported by
telegraph, as follows :

" The Secretary tried to persuade me that I should urae my
OoverniQBnt to participate in a quadruple conference to find means


