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36. THE OUTLOOK

changing habitation. If one form fails, it fashions that these issues should be the main planks of any 
another And the que*,on is whether the Liberal political platform-the thing would be romlc if it 
rhTem?5 thstinct from Liberalism, has not reached were not so serious. Possibly a few noncon-

othtX^n^yl^sl^t8ormidable one. Is it going to prove equal to it ? clmed to : there may be some life in an anti-drink 
j j.11 ‘sTt(?P ea,rIy to say- We have heard a campaign. But anti-landlordism is not going to 

good deal of Liberal revival recently. A Liberal attract anybody save a few fanatics who have never 
contemporary has even given a prize for a poem seen through the bad economics of Henry George 
celebrating its revival. Daily, ever since the elec- and John Stuart Mill. Fifteen years ago the cry 
tion, enthusiastic Daily News ” correspondents 'vas sta*e ar*d flat. Do the Liberals really think 
have written from all parts of the country declar- 11 rings truer to-day ?
ing that never was Liberalism so vital, neycr ^re We ask it in no carping spirit. For if they do, 
Liberals more enthusiastic. But as similar pro- ^ tllis ‘s their much-heralded revival policy, then 
testations have been forthcoming on the morrow of ,tbe question we asked at first needs no further 
every Liberal defeat since the Armistice, it would investigation. If landlordism and drink are the be
seem to follow that never would Liberalism be a11 and end'a11 °* its policy the Liberal Party will 
more vital, never would Liberals be more enthusi- "t? survive- And we should be genuinely sorry if 
astic than on the day after the party had finally T 7°^ S°‘ fal1 °f a ^eat party is an event 
given up the political ghost. A heavy discount u T r°USeS fee’ings deePer than those roused 
should be put on Cadbury Couéism. by party condlct

No tbi'c ic f « . , . are we« and must grieve when even the Shade. . 1 5 emphatically a case of by their Of that which once was great is passed away,
fruits ye shall know them.”
fact, the first fruits—whether of repentance or v /
triumph we leave to competitors in the “ Daily X ^ .. V
News ” crossword competition to determine—so Imperial LOIlSUltatlOIl 7S
far from being rare and refreshing, are singularly 
unpromising. Mr. Lloyd George has been uui- y
sees^a great^uture for°Liber^rtUre J?atUral.ly he I office, and someone will inquire how far they may 

. gr , t future tor Liberalism. The nation is 1 have succeeded in their intention of strengthen-
tnreatened by the parties of interest. The nation in£the political unity of the Empire. The lately issued 
will be saved by the party of the people. Sinister correspondence with the Dominions (Cmd. 230) . 
dangers are menacing the people. Two moan hr ferning îhe met,hods °,f consultation, will furnish the 
monopolies arestrangling i,s life-blood."‘V to^ali^ki.'ter. ‘ P°Si‘i°n Whe" lhe

1 aV£ L0t t ^l11 “n"ot*ced by the experienced Last June the late Prime Minister, Mr. MacDonald, 
leaders of the Liberal Party. The great party of sent a circular dispatch to the Dominion Governments 
the people is arming itself to do desperate battle pointin.g °ut. certain defects of the existing system and__
with those twin monsters landlnrriicrr. proposing a joint committee—technically it would havedrink I monsters . . . landlordism and been a “ Subsidiary Conference,” as provided fpr by

I omriu A- the capital resolution of the Imperial Conference in
Landlordism and drink ? There is a grim pathos 1907—to examine the situation and suggest improve- 

about this battle-cry. It is as though some long- ments- 1° the ensuing correspondence no eagerness 
forgotten favourite were suddenly to display her- wa® n)rwhere displayed for the proposed conference,
elœfrfh=rWDMPmmJ1,nd. e7îCl ,Ut aping the P°" be considered. When lhe Conservatives came 
gr es ot her past, in scenes of her former great- into power the new Colonial Secretary, early in
ness. Is it really conceivable, we ask ourselves, December, sent a dispatch abandoning the proposal, 
that so i telligent a man as Mr. Lloyd George but at the 531116 time intimating a desire to arrange a 
should b so utterly incapable of emancipating coÿ1freiJce °" ‘he Question of the Geneva Protocol, 
himself from his former rat-rhwnrric ? cipating The first defect to which Mr. MacDonald called 
tL 1 . y -u 1 p • °r ■ ' be’ 18 attention is the difficulty of maintaining consultation

umjl ji ^1^ra Party> passing into a second in matters of foreign policy, which so often require 
childhood? Do they really imagine that these Quick decision, during the long intervals between 
hoary old bogies are seriously going to frighten session,s of the Imperial Conference. He gave no 
anybody ? examples ; but everyone would remember the not very

Tf t-koxr 4-Ur* 1 1 1 . distant affair of Chanak, and the more recent troubleIf they do, they are labouring under a pathetic with Canada over the Lausanne Treaty. His practical 
delusion. We have no hesitation in saying that, suggestion was that it might be worth while to con- 
lf they can do no better than this, the Liberal Party • er how far th.e resolution of the Imperial Conference 
is dead as a doornail. We are not contending for !” J9*3 re,gardmg, Nef?tiat'°n and Treaties “ needs
a minute that everything is perfect in regard m ? be suFPlemented and interpreted, and whether prin- 
nr;nL „ y , • ë b permet in regard to ciples embodied in it can usefully be extended to otherDrink or the Ownership of Land—any more than matters affecting foreign relations.” 
it is in regard to anything else. On the contrary, Now, the 1923 Resolution was apparently devised to 
we have often urged public-house reform our- faciIitate separate rather than collective action in . 
selves : and we have no doubt that the conditions regard.to treaties. By the Canadian Government, Iof land tenure are sometimes far from i£TK S ÎS TteBStiTSttS: ' ^
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And as a matter of
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