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MONSTROSITIES'
TO “MARK” OUR 
HISTORIC SITES
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The report states that out of 800 

sites considered. 126 nave been con
sidered of "national" importance, 
leading to the inevitable conclusion 

• that this historic judiciary has 
passed judgment that provincial 
tax-payers are condemned to pay 
for 674 monuments or go without 
them. Before tills decree becomes 
final, the competency of the tri
bunal might be investigated. Who 
of the board confesses to the his
toric training and erudition to sep
arate national from provincial 
issues? Were they the same mem
bers who in their report have cre
ated a brand new fort! ess in 
the province of New Brunswick 
namely “Fort St. Lawrence," 
have attributed to it "fierce strug
gles" between ' the English and 
French ? Such information (?) 
would be laughable, if not stamped 
with official authority from the de
partment presided over by Hon. 
Charles Stewart.

Of the board originally constitut
ed in 1919, one member was from 
St. Thomas, near Toronto, three 
from Ottawa and three from the 
Maritime Provinces. None of the 

had any more than a 
acquaintance with 

ex-
never even

“A MONSTROSITY” i ■
/i BOULDER has beep placed on 

the Market Sqtiafc/ *6t. John, 
N. B. to record the handAhtos and 
sufferings of the Loyalists. Cj Their 
sufferings would be more poigjfa 
if they could in spirit see a wo 
that the St. John Globe has called 
upon the city government to re
move, and the president of the«Na- 
tural History Society has publicly 
placarded it as a "monstrosity.”

Fort Howe is on a high eminence 
overlooking the city. Ten years 
ago elaborate plans and estimates 
were made under federal supervi
sion for changes and improvements 
that would make the spot worthy 
of its history and of the city below 
it. The war supervened and delayed 
it. Some months ago Messrs J. B. 
Harkins and C. J. Webster made 
proposals to the City Council to ac
cept ownership of the fort lands, 
evidently for the purpose of sad
dling the city taxpayers with the 
cost of such improvements, while 
these people had already been taxed 
about $10,000. their share of the 
Quebec historic monuments. Such a 
proposition could only be treated 
with contempt and the council de
cisively rejected it.

Subordinate employees have such 
a reputation, just or unjust, for suc
cessfully keeping under cover in 
their assaults on the Treasury, it is 
altogether unlikely that the Right 
Hon. Mackenzie King, has anv 
knowledge as^-fflFTBegiWrti 
in this Instance of prostituting püV 
Jiw services to private and servile 
ends. /
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FISH OF ONE AND 
FLESH OF ANOTHER. di an

m

Work of Historic Sites and 
Monuments Board is 

Given Some 
Scrutiny.

if#;? f

The Editor, The Herald.
JsjlR:—The Halifax Herald

30th ult., contained an extend-
first four 
school boy's 
Maritime Province history and 
cept in one case had 
visited them.

on the

ed notice of the activities of the 
Historic Sites and Monuments Board, 
which being official deserves a word 
of comment.

To prevent further decay of the 
old forts and to mark by appro
priate monuments the sites of 
memorable deeds in Colonial his
tory were no doubt the very com
mendable purposes of the board, 
purposes which if properly carried 
out. would be of immense educative 
value to the rising generation and 
greatly stimulate that patriotic sen
timent that holds together a coun
try, thousands of miles in extent 
from ocean to ocean, embracing 
many nationalities, speaking differ
ent tongues, with widely separated 
occupations, interests and aspira
tions. '

The government in 1919 had be
fore them the experiment of con
stituting an historic board at Que
bec, for the
national monuments there, 
appointed a committee of gentle
men of social 'position and educa-f" 
tfon connected with Quebec to whom 
was entrusted the work of expend
ing (to date) nearly a million of 
dollars. These gentlemen have 
transformed the ancient city and 
made it historically the great show 
place of the continent, 
avoided unjust discrimination against 
the Maritime

ïbii

THE “QUALIFICATIONS”
• - -CUCH were the qualifications of 

men who controlled the board 
to carry on work that required an1

intfmate and sympathetic knowledge 
of the subject. » To make a grant— 
—itself a bagatelle—and to expend 
much of that amongst the hungry at 
Ottawa, left but a thin coating to 
be spread-over this wide Dominion. 
If the government's aim was cheap
ness and therefore uncouthness, a 
burlesque on art or good taste, It 
has been admirably served.

The three from ths Maritime 
Provinces were the Venerable Arch
deacon Raymond, L. L. D„ since 
dead, Sir Frederick Williams-Taylor 

L- P' and W. C. Milner, L. L.
These three resigned im

mediately on being appointed. The 
last tendered his resignation to 
the Premier, but it was not ac
cepted. Whatever the motive of the
^lrâUm.eu section ln resigning, they 
freed themselves from 
bility for the attempt to 
belittle , P
instance. It

u
W. C. MILNER.

X -V

'

purpose of erecting 
They

!

responsi- 
starve and 

a most patriotic service. For
. . was cheaper for the
board to let the ancient barracks at 
fo0a.^d,rrd'1 W,nds°r' so to decay
o It Bonn ". ,1 an<1 storms access

fbmily to be destroyed by fire,
to mit hPTd ,hV® h,,ndrcd dollars 
"mud'* mo ,n fborougii repair. A
out In “i?6",1' s,,ch as is served 
out in the Maritime Provinces in 
Place of the Barracks, would cos" 
saving1!8 tWenfy d0,lars- Behold the

t becaus?P,uy,the ,atler to furnish 
,..’„. ,, a.USe that much of the -rant
Ottaw,hahVti b6en d‘verted from the
5hea,Whadhtog^Sf^. °f ,he boa‘d

thousands of their 
pensively printed.
Anne, Annapolis 
distrioution by the 
ent, Mr. Fortier, 
sent out owing to its errors' 
ultimate destination 
The more of the 
the Maritime

f'

’4‘ To have

Provinces—making 
flesh of one and fish of another— 
the government could have followed 
the precedent they established for 
Quebec, in which they recogfcized 
that local knowledge and skill 
necessary in designing monuments 
to meet local cdtidltions and aspira
tions. Utilizing Iftcal interest natur
ally stimulates local pride and 
lation.
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A STRONG ARRAY
fpHERE are twenty or more Mari

time authors of county or 
other histories; there are also as 
many historic writers • contributing 
to the periodical press. Their work 
is not done on a commerical basis. 
In gathering and presenting to the 
public historic material, all of them 
make personal sacrifices, both of 
time and money. It would only have 
been just if the government tfad 
shown some appreciation of„Jrhe 
public service they have rendered, 
by at least consulting them or a 
committee of them as to the char
acter of monuments to be erected 
in their several localities, 
are
two or three cart-loads of field 
stones piled up roughly into a pil
lar and cemented by mortar. None 
of the many memorials to the dead 
in the battle-fields of Europe; none 
of the graveyards of the country, 
contain anything so mean and so 
unworthy of the great Loyalist ex- 
patriotism.
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While 

pamphlets, 
were sent to Fort 

Royal, for 
superintend- 

not one

some
ex-

was 
Their 

is the furnace, 
grant expended in 

, Provinces, 
there is for distribution 
the needful at Ottawa.
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