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Newfoundland controversy

Government says 0.K. to discrimination

BY DAWN MITCHELL
HALIFAX (CUP) — Discrimi-

nation on the basis of sexual orien-
tation is enshrined in Newfound-
land’s Terms of Union with
Canada. And provincial justice
minister Paul Dicks has used this
argument to partially defend his
government’s unwillingness to pro-
tect sexual orientation in New-
foundland’s humanrights code, says
a St. John's gay activist.

Dicks said changing the code
would contravene the constitu-
tion’s guarantee of a discrimina-
tional education system for the
province, according to Padraic
Brake, a member of Gays and Les-
bians Together.

Newfoundland's schools are ad-
ministered by three school boards
—Protestant, Roman Catholic, and
Pentecostal. Each board's respon-
sibilities include hiring and firing
teachers.

Here's what you get:

640K RAM memory

5.25" 360K diskette drive
mono graphics card & monitor
20MB hard disk & keyboard
MS-Dos 4.01
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"Frosh"™ Computer Special!

If you don't have a computer yet, to help you do
papers, notes, etc., then this special is perfect for

you!

Acomplete, fully reconditioned IBM-compatible computer, with:

serial communications

& parallel printer ports

6-outlet electrical surge protector
package of 10 diskettes

1-year parts and labour warranty!

Free Delivery in Halifax-Dartmouth!
(9:00 AM - 4:30 PM weekdays)

$495.00

Instalment plan available to qualified students - ask for details

Limited Supply - Call Soon!
420-1753

(Quotes and orders - 8:30 AM thru 5:00 PM, weekdays)
Lots of student-priced options, and new equipment too!

“The minister argues that the
Terms of the Union created a
school system which is unique in
Canada and for thar reason itself
the government is not willing to
change the code,” Brake said.

If the code were to change,
school boards could no longer dis-
criminate on the basis of sexual
orientation when hiring reachers,
ha added.

The 1949 agreement reached by
the two governments protected the
existing school structures. Teach-
ers were traditionally hired with
the understanding that they ad-
here to the religious faith of the
board.

The school boards can fire any-
one for any so-called breech of this

understanding, which includes
sexual orientation.
The section of the Canadian

“changing the code
would contravene
the constitution”

constitution which covers the
Terms of Union would have to be
amended to force the boards to
adhere to the human rights code.

“By refusing to move on this
issue the government has implied
that it’s okay ro discriminate,”

Brake said. “We find this disgust-
ing.”
The organization has presented

the government wirh a brief out-
lining some of the difficulties faced
by gays, lesbians and bisexuals in
Newfoundland.

According to the results of a
mail-in poll, 87 per cent of the
respondents said they had experi-
enced some form of anti-gay or
anti-lesbian discriminarion. Over

" one third had been threatened with

physical violence and 20 per cent
said they felt they were discrimi-
nated against by the police.

The Nova Scotia government is
expected to announce changes to
its human rights act within months.
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If the answer is yes to any
or all of these questions...

YOU DESERVE AN ANSWER ! ~
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Have you had problems with registration ?
Are you having problems with registration ?
Did you have trouble getting into classes ?
Are all the classes in your program full ?
Can't find a course to fit your schedule ?
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THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 26
5:00 PM ROOM 304 SUB

If you cannot attend, please submit a one page description of your difficulties
(i.e. - Time, Place, Course, Etc.) along with your name and phone number.

Submissions can be made at the Enquiry Desk in the SUB.
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Medicine
Arts & Social Sciences
Health Professions

GOVERMMENT
AT DALSOUSIE
UNVERSTY

If you are in one of the following faculties:

There is a council position available for you!
Senators are required for all of the faculties
encircled above.

Please contact the president of your society
(or V.P. Academic Jean Guy Forgeron)
for details.

Make The Student Voice Heard

in the Senate




