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Altered Images: Bite
Depeche Mode: Construction Time Again

Review by Warren Opheim
Yes, this review is a few months late,
E?'vbut Bite, the third album by Altered Images,

Going Broke

Zeidler Hall, Feb. 3-11 -

review by Gilbert Bouchard

- Considering that most of director Len
Kowalewich $750,000 budget for his movie
Going Broke was provided by government
funds this film could become an election
issue. | mean any government demented
enought to put up funds for this bomb is
pretty far gone.

Money could have been better spent
on a two hour documentary about cabinet
ministers napping.

Kowalewich set off to make a light,
entertaining film. He probably listed all the
characteristics of your typical B movie box
office smash, and then set off to film them
one by one. The prolbem with that kind of
an attitude is that you don’t get a good
movie out of jtany more thanyou can build
a Toyota by 'tossing all the spare parts
outside of an airplane and hoping that a
completed car hits the ground.

| mean this flick has all the assorted
box-office-boffo traits: something typical
(cocaine smuggling); down and out hero
(Winston Rekert, as broke down-and-out
west coast fisherman); nasty syndicate
hoods (who dress like:new wave Bogarts);
lots of scenes of sun and surf, and totally
irrelevant to the ‘plot:shots of half-naked
women.

—

NEW * PLAY * FESTIVAL

just never got the attention it deserves. The
album contains eight very good pop tunes
ranging from disco to ballads to the sounds
of the mid-sixties. They all clearly indicate’
that Clare Grogan, the band’s vocalist has
“grown” from a cute little girl into a

The worst movie ever made

What lacked, what was missing to
imitate it’s slick and entertaining American
cousins was that only the technical side of
the film was slick and polished. :

The artistic side of the film lacked. The
script, for example, was a disaster, no real
conflict, no real development of suspense.
Things happened on screen and | just did
not care.

The dialogue was probably written by a
twelve year old with a hangover. | didn’t
think one single movie could string that
many cliches together in only two hours.

And as for the acting, well, I've seen
porno films with better performances. The
actors (leads included) read out their lines
in bored monotones. After the first half
hour, the dialogue was really getting on my
nerves.

The music was generally
overorchestrated, too loud, too trite, and
just too much. And the endless shots of sun
and surf made the whole film seem like
Travels with Pepe (The Movie).

And the acting was just forgettable.
Jackson Davies should stick to playing
RCMP officers on the Beachcombers, and
the rest of the Canadian cast hopefully will
fade back into the obscurity they so richly
deserve. As for Britt Ekland, she won the
role because of her looks, and Barbra
Hamilton was busy that weekend anyway.

'Panned pop album deserves a second look

glamorous young woman (just look at the
record cover).

All the tracks deal with man-woman
relationships, as far as | can tell; the titles
are the only clues as to the songs’ themes.
There is “Bring Me Closer” in which Clare
sings with all the seductiveness her Tweety
Pie voice can muster; “Love to Stay,” a soft
and bouncy song with indecipherable
words; and “Change of Heart” which
features an old organ sound and the boysin
the band on background vocals. i

1 highly recommend Bite, especially to
the K-Lite crowd since the music is right up
that alley. But be prepared for a unique
voice that requires repeated listening to
enjoy.

Construction Time Again is Depeche
Mode’s third album and sounds quite
healthy without founder Vince Clarke at

the helm. This is their second effort on their
own and the guys have managed to
cultivate their own style, absent of any
obvious Clarke-influence.

The opener “Love in Itself” is decent
synth-pop, but is somewhat overshadowed
by the line “Love’s not enough in itself.”
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Whether they are being cynical, | don’t
know, but the word ‘love’ has definitely
taken a lot of abuse when itappearsinsuch
a context.

Other songs deal with quite a range of
topics: parties (surprise, surprise) on
““More Than a Party,” corporate manage-
ment on “Everything Counts,” and nuclear
war on “Two Minute Warning.” All songs
are pleasant to the ear, although some
might take more time to appreciate; for
example, “Pipeline,” a dirge-like song
about working on (I kid you not) a pipeline.

Don’t mistake this for sterile, predic-
table pop like their first album Speak and |
Spell and Trans-X. This is synth-pop (or
whatever it’s called these days) with heart.

Questions of the week: If Black
Sabbath is not really into the occult, would
someone please explain the cover of their
new Born Again album to me? And don’t
you feel ripped off when you buy Power,
Corruption and Lies by New Order (eight
rehashed songs) for ten bucks when you
find out that U2 can do the same thing
(Under a Blood Red Sky) for six?
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