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The Young Man With the Red flair
<Cancluded tram. page 12.)

remarks about My bair, and I said
she was an aid bippoffagus or some-
thing like that."1

Uncia Bill was lest in tbought for
a Moment. 'Thea ha said with a smila:

"I tbought I bad learned the Eng-
llsh language tairiy well, but it seems
1 have been mistakea. Wbhat Is a hip-
paffagus ?"

Jasiab haugbed a littia aervousiy.
"It lsn't aaything thut I kaow," he
said. "The word came into my bad,
and I just flung.it at ber. I don't sup-
Pose there is such a word."

III see," said Uncie Bill. "And whut
was It you wanted me ta do?"

"IV!ELL, 1 thaught perhaps you'd
VVadvlse me a bit, Uncle Bill,"

r6plied Josiah. 'Il don't care
what Mrs. T1egg says or wbat ald Wil-
kins suys, ar any of them for the mat-
ter of that. I'm goiag ta marry Mary
If we have 'ta rua away ta Loadon ta
do it. Wouida't you?"

"What is Mrs. Tegg's objection ta
You?" asked the aid man ooking up
draamiiy at a ciaud of smoka thut bad
just lett bis cigarette.

*'Weil," said Jasiab, 'turnlng rathar
red, "naw, I daresuy I've done lt,
caliing ber wbut 1 did. But I wouldn't
suy but wbat that might be gat
over. Wbat she wants rnaet, bow-
ever, is for Mary ta murry old Wîi-
kMus because he's got a gaod bit of
maney, and lt'll be a fine thlng for the
Taggs as far as tbat goas. And she
knaws, of course, that up at tha tarm,
we're nat doiag lany more thun we'd
lika ta be, damn'."

"In tact," suid TJncie Bill, "Sée
doasn't tbink you're la a position ta
give ber daughtar a comfortabie
home, eh? I ulways 'tbougbt you and
Your mathar wera daing well."

*Owe muke a living," replled
Jaslub grawing confidentiai. under
the Influence of the oid man's sym-
pathy. "But, of course, I'va got to
Mfake a pretty bard iighýt ta puy off
the martgagas, even suppose I can
do it. But I'm. nat afruid. No mare's
Mary. W'e'l get straigbt In time, ta-
gether, P'm pretty sure."

"Mary Tagg is a good girl," suid
TJncle BII, by way of comment.

"She ls that," ugreed Josiah wurm-
ly. "And Fi'm not golag ta gîve ber
Up for anybody breatbing. 'Yau
wouhdn't udvlse me ta, wouid you?"

"No," said *Uncle Bill. "Il wouid not
advlse you ta give ber Up."

'Il knew yau wauidn't,"* suid Josiub.
«"I tbaught ut 'lrst it was a bit Ilke
my cheek camlng and usking Yau
about It, becaulsa atter ail yau daa't
bother about wbat goes on ln the
village, and, ot course, there's na
reason 'Why yeu sbould. But If YOU
haven't seen mucli of me, yau've
knowa mae ever since I wus bora, -and
everybody says your udvice is wortb
fohlowlng."

Uncie BIR was sulent for a tew Mo-
ments and ýthan he said quletiy:

"I came te Ilve boe five years be-
tare yau ware bora, Jaslah, and
Bs.rngute bas been a very goad friand
ta me. In my own country, Paiand,
thare wera poitical troubles, ad by
way of settllng them, some flve or six
hundred af un wera shut uP ln a RUS-
sian prison. Some dl'ad there; Omrn
escapad. It took me Ifiteen yaare ba-
fare I. fouad a way of ascaping, and
when I was out la the air again 1
found I was alone ln tb& world. Ail
my triende were dead. I came bera
ta dla la, peace; but, as you Bos, I
have managed sornehaw ta live an.
It la the. air of yaur village ne deoibt.
1 have neyer spokea af these things
betere te anyone, but 1 say tbem te
Yau now b)ecaise I waat yau te under-
stand rny position. I do net want te
leuve the littia cottage where I have
Iived sa long. It la ail mY worid
aaw."1

"i.Why shauld yan leava it, Unltaî
BIl?" stammered Josiait, a little

dazed by the old mfani's strange story.
'If you coulil net pay oit yaur mort-

gagas, and orneone aime taok the
farni, -the cottage miglit be wanted,
and I might hava te go. That Io why
T waiit te encourage you te marrY
M~ary Tagg and settia down bore aad

pay off ahl your debts. Yau see my
interest is quite sehflab. Oid men iike
myseif disiike changes of aay kind.
Ia youth we may be wiid and raya-
iutionary, but age mukes cansarva-
tives of us al."

Josiah iooked thoughttui. He was
trying dimiy ta understaad tbe pur-
part of Uncie Biii's remarks. It
seamed ta hlm thut Uncie Bill had
said a good deai withaut arriviag at
any particular point. Ha did not re-
aiize -that it was part of the aid
man's mathad, born no doubt of hi3
eariy politicul exparlencas, ta use
wards Ia order ta disguise bis
tbaugbts, la the hope of pravaklng a
direct question which wouid reveai
the attitude of 'the other side. Fln-
uiiy Josiah said:

"&Weil, lt comas ta thîs than, Uncla
Bill. You think I ougbt nlot ta -give
Mary up. Tbat's what I tbink, too.
But haw arn 1 goiag ta make peace
witb the aid waman? Mary sent me
a note hast algbt askiag me ta call
and apalagIze. But I don't teai like
apoioglzing. The aid woman was very
sauoy ta me about my hair."

"If you will let me Intertere la the
matter," suid Uache Bill, "I mlght be
able ta straighten 'tbings out. I shahl
be going past Mrs. Tegg's cottage for
my walk ta-morrow or the day atter,
and I propose that you sbould under-
take nat ta go near the 'place for, say,
tbree days tram. now. Do you ugree?"

"If yen tbink yeu can do unytbing,
I shahl be much obiiged," said Josiab.

D U-RING the next tew day. Uace
Bill spent more time than usuai
on bis daily waiks. In ona of

them ha happaned 'ta meet Mrs.
Dreeca, and aithougb ha knew the
lady by sigbt oniy, ha coatrived ta
flad an excuse for stappiag ta dis-
cuss tha waatbar at some iengtb. He
wus aiso sean ln Mr. Wilkins' shap
chatting with 'that gentleman about
the advantages of beet suigar aver the
other klnds, and, as usual, ha came
away with a gaod deai more informa-
tion than be bad Imparted, aithougb
ha bad frequantiy appearad ta be
monopohizing the conversation la bath
instances. From whlch ît would ap-peur that the advumtuges of an aarhy
educution la diphomacy are nat an-
tireiy wusted aven la a remate Eng-
11mb village.

Some thrae days after bis conver-
sation wlth Uncle Bill, Josiah was
waiking down the raad whan ha uuw
Mrs. Tegg appraaching hlm an the
athar aide of the road. Ha made up
bis mind ithat ha wauld not look ut
ber, s0 that If hostilities shouid be ra-
aiewed, site wouid have hersait ta
biame for cammanclag them. Ta bis
Intease surprise, she crassed aver ta
hlm, and thare was- a qulta unusual
sile hoverlng over bier bard mouith.

"'Why, Jaslmji Maihick," elle sald,"Iyau're quita a strager. I hope yau
huven't been taklng ta beart what 1
said about your haîr, bacausa thut was
only my £ün. I'mi sure If I'd thaught
It was, gain' ta hurt your feelings i
shouidn't hava dreamt of saying It."

Jasiah cauid hurdly believa bis cars
for the marnant, and he hemltated as
ta whether thase overturas ot friand-
sbîp' wera genuine, or wbether they
mcreiy indicated'Mrs. Tegg'so subtie
methods of renewing personaia.

I darasay I dld eut up a bit raugh,"
the lady contiaued, "about your eaIl-
Ing me a hip-witat yau said the
othar day--but thait was anly be-
cause I didn't uaderstand, 1 was bav-
Iag a chat wltb Unele Bill about it,
and ha saya It's a Paimh word, and
quite a pretty complIment. He thlnks
yau muet bave picked It Up tra-m him.
Of course, I dldn't knew ut the turne
or I shouldn't bave.s e s DShr
about poent.shr

He searcaly knaw what 'ta say, and
as a non-cammitai question he asked:

"-How's Maryl?"
",Oit, oha's Quito well, titank yau,"1

repied Mra. Tegg wit quita unusuai
politeness. "S8he's been wondering
wby you havea't been ta Seo ber."

"'Oh!" sad JomImah. Ha did net tee!
equal at the marnent ta saying more
titan that. And witen Mra. Tegg sug-
gestad titat ha shouid coma along
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and have tea wiýth them, Josiah as-
sented as one. in a dreamt wha Is ln
momentary expectatian. of a very
rude awakening. He could nlot under-
stand Mrs. Tegg's new attitude.

Presen:tiy Mrs. Tegg smling at the
sight of the happiness about her, ob-
served:

"'And I'm sa glad ta hear that you've
paid off ail the martgages on your
tam, Josiab Melllck. You Must-"

"What's that?" asked Josialh
abruptiy, as he took his arm away
fram Mary's, where it bad become
locked, in the entbusiasm of the Mo-
ment.

"You have paid off the mortgages
haven't you?" asked Mrs. Tegg, ln a
tane of obviaus alarlu.

"No, I haven't" said Josiah, in a
decided tone as be turned very red
and looked flrst at Mrs. Tegg, and
then at 'Mary. "IWho's been ýpiaying
the silly-"

"I certainly understood Uncle Bill
ta say-" stammered Mrs. Tegg, turn-
ing red in ber turn as It she regretted
the warmth ot ber welcame.

"Weil, mother," said Mary, putting
ber arm through Joslah's, "it anybady
ought ta know, Jo ougbt ta. I taid
yeu at the time It was'ail a mistake,
because Je and I have 'proxnlsed eaci
other to work and pay the mortgages
off, tagether. Haven't we, Jo?"

"Y-yes," stammered Jasiab. "IIt
seems ta me that Uncie Biil's gone a
bit too far. The aid chap means well,
buthle ought ta ha' s-tuck ta ithe truth."

"'Sa I ýthinýk," said Mrs. Tegg, Sharp-
iy. "And the next tlma I see hlm 1
shall teli hlm sa. It was ail alang
ot bis talk ta me yesterday that 1
packed Mr. Wilkins off about bis
business, and-weii I declare If there
isn't Mr. Wilins golng past 110w."

M RS. TEGG ran ta the window,
Josiah and Mary failowing mare
siowiy. Mr. Wilkins certainly

was there. He was shuffling aiong
witb a dejected air by tha aide at 'Mrs.
Dreece, wbo looked radiant and smil-
lng, as If she could flot help exulting
over the vIctory that bad flnaily at-
tended ber efforts ta secure thbe weli-
ta-do widawer. Mrs. Tegg iearned a
tew days later that baving been dis-
appointed la bis courtsbip of Mary,
Mr. 'Wilkins bad gane off and pro-
posed ýta Mrs. Dreece on the spot, and
appareistiy had spent every moment
since, regretting bis rash act. For the
moment, bawever, Mrs. Tegg cauld do
noa more than watch the elderly couple
tJII tbey were ont ot siglit, and then
sha turned with as good a grace as
might be and said elle supposadl youag
Josiah Mellick had better sit down
ta tea.

After tea, when Jla proposedl that
Mary sbauld came with' hlm ta re-
celve, bis matber's eongratuiationq.
Mme. Tegg hall no word ta say. The
arrangement was clearly not ta ber
tasta, but shie cauld flnd fiao reason-
able abjection ta make. And the
young people set out accordlngiy.

~Mrs. Mellick came ýta the farmbouse
doar as she saw the two walking
down the psth. Aitter the flrst greet-
lag af Mary, and befare there bad
been tume for any explanation. she
bandad ber son a long blua envelope.-

"Jo," elle said. *'Yau',d botter bave
a look ut this, ln case It; wants an-
swering. I didn'ft oean It because lt's
addrassed -ta you. But It looks lke
another af those warryiag lettea
from the lawyers. I donIt knaw why;
for evarything's paid Up ta date."

Jouiah tare the envelope open lm-
patientiy, and toak ont twa or three
deeds. Thon ha read a latter accam-
panyiag tbem, and iooked at bis
mother ln amuasement

'Il don't understand, mother," bie
sald at length. "The iawyers say
they're much obiged for choque l,
settiement, and enclose ail the pap-
ers necessary te cl<ear our titi. ta the
farm. What-"

At that maoment iJacie ]Bih, passîngý
the farnihause on bis way ta bis cat-
tage, stopped at the doar.

"My dears," he laid, upeaking mar1e
famillarly than be bad ever been
known ta do Illefore, «there aàre saule
tblngs that It isn'~t necessary fer aur
happlness ta understand, and titis la
one o>f tbem Ail you young peaple
have ta do la ta look forward. Leave
îIt te us aid onos te look back. Qaad-
night ail."
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