
TUE COURIER.

A BOLT
H was; very tal andi thin andi black andi lu-

tellectuai looklng, with expressionless eyes
and an impassive mansier;
and in Urne (evorythîng

toeJi time ln Santa Dominica, the
earthquake was thc only thing that
ever really buetIeti us), andi ln Urne
vs awoke te the tact that vo had
a Prophet ln our uidet. That ha
vas an East Intilan vas ranch
sooner apparent. When you sec a
amoke-coloured gentleman lu a tur-
ban andi vague, white underplnning,
yeu cannot go far wrong in assura-
lng hlm te be a chilti ef the orient.
What vs inter realizeti was tbat
Ram Zafaryab Chatiderjce, B.A.,
was the bearor of lis treasuros-its
moral anti mystic treasures, that is
-andi had fixoti on Santa Pomninica
as a radlatlng centre et distribution.

Net that vo learneti ail this at
once. Ram didn't chase atter us-,
bis idea, I suppose, was te let lis
chase aftr hlm, and lu the general
languor of lite in Southeru Cali-
fornia, the prcucess was slow. it
bogan by Our meeting him at dusk
as he vas being driven in a sha.bby
buggy by a Japanese servant; anti
etten, ln our crude Occidental way, b&t A-
vo woulti honk hlm te one sidie,
more as though he were a domestie
road hog %n an lmported East
Indian proph.et.

But soon, et course, we got te
sPeculatlng as te vho ho was, andi
wbere he came frrnt, andi whatihe
was for generally, andi by degrees
workeot ourselves Into a milti frenzy
of curioslty. It grev freuzler andi
freuzier wben it came ont that he wwq living lu the
Grierson Place-an Immense anti lonely bouse four
miles tram tevu, whlch hati been bulit years beforo
anti nover occupieti, the story golug that some mll-
Ilouaire bati intendoti It fer bis son vhs lied dieti
ef cousumption before he couli ho brought West.
This mnay have been a legenti, but at aay rate the
Griersen place had neyer been inhabited, anti stooti
as solltary on its bill as a tomnb.

Hlere on the lover Iloor the Proi>bst vas selid te
be installeti, andi tbc description of bis abotie varloti
witb the Imagination of the narrator. Berne vould
have It a scene of Oriental luxury, a satrap's camp,
vith scenteti founitains, priceless muga, and mys-
terlous tapestries behinti whlch volces huseet, anti
feminine forms rustîsti as yoti obtrudeti your prying
nose. Others declaredti hat Ram slept on the bars
atones, an ascetie sali, and ate nothlng but a littie
belleti horse feeod. I rode Dp thers one day to ses
what it 'was lie for xnysel, but ail 1 f ound was a
ghostly»i3tillns andi a fr<>ahly paintei board with
",Sllence" on IL. I suppose a gentleman oughtn't te
have trieti the doors, whlcb were loeked, or have
rLpped ioudly witb bis crop agalnst the windows,
or have criei out "Ha11oo, there," ln the tone of a
chauffeur backing bis car mute an <>14 la4dy-but al
this I d14, and id in<1l vain, as far as rasLnhg a pin-
feather of Ram Zafery<b Chadderjee, B.

M RBS. MARTINGALE vas mores uccessful, anti I
cannot help thInklng that ber reaplen dent

motor playeti Its part ln bridgiug the gulf. That Uic
Prephet alloeet himself te be tilscovereti by the
richest, the aiest fashionable, andi csrtalnly oe of
eur meat cliarmlng women spoke weli for hie povers
et divination. But lie rdfuseti aIl ber lurs, explain-
10< witli what Mrs. Martingale tormeti "e beautiful
graclounesa" that a Prophet coulti net be expecteti
te call, or lunch, or ho put up at the Country Club.
lie vas bere, lio explaineti, ln answer te some faith-
fui hearts-unknovli, preclous, Ionging hears-thai
hati been attuneti te bis across ths void of hait a
world. Mn,. Martingale, who vas always delight-
fully Impulsive, anÀd alvays dellghtfully eager te be
first in everythlng, wanteti te lcnov what about lier
own, andt vas piqusti to find tlhat lit lad playeti ne
part ia calla:g the Propliet to Santa Dominlea.

"1Wben lIai meens more te you than that," ho
lad raid, lndicatlng tas settlag suni la centrasi te
the diamentis at ber neck, 1'tIen come baed te me,
and as~k agala."

"Anid do yen 11410w," bubbleti Mme. Martingale, la
telling us all about ht ai the club, "there vas some-
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11What, was h. to de?" he asksd, "What was he to do?"

tbilng se hypnotlc andi sirenge about hlmi, se per-
suasive andi Irresistible, that If lit hati been My
garnet brooch I believe 1 voulti bave throvn It aovn,
then andi there, and got my hoart into tuasi."

-Whlle he voulti have ploketi up the gamneis, anti
put tbom lato is veet pocket," sali Toma Martingale,
who vas a railroati man with fev illusions.

"If an angel descendeti f rom heaven, anti off ereti
Tom a nov religion on a. geM platter, he'd reacli for
is gun, andtir in l the police alarm," observeti Mrs,
Martingale, seily. "Âfter ail, If anybody le. te
diecever a nsv religion, why shotùldn't lt be a Hindoe,
insteati ot a German scientiet or a Boston profeser?
Ilaven't they been contsnsplatlng over there for thon-
sanda of years, thinklag thinga eut on the tops et
pillars and mouaitain peaks? Is It fair te Ram te
condemu him beforo vo have heard bis side ef the
case?"

."What le his ride ofthîl case?" I asketi, for Mrs.
Martingale, hille full of general information about
the Prophet, hati net been spoclally elucidative of
bis vieLys.

She vrinkleti ber pretty broya as shc imieti te
recail thein.

"'Hs's ratIer a oliy sert of Prophet," she seiti
at Imt, "ail parable anti purr, anti vit such a sutiten,
brlght, chi-pmunky vay of looking at yen ihat yen
have to say you ntiretanti vIsa yon don't. iel
views? Let me sse! That ve are aIl lvlnd ot sodetin
and earthy, andi nesti purifying anti upiifting, anti
oaa only attaln lt oes stop at a time like a baby
learnling t.> walk. TInt le puttlng It mucli tee plalnly,
I lcniw, but ii's aJbout I. Oh, yes, anti a lot more
about vegetarlan'tsm, and the subordination of thc
vill, andi dMng1 svorytilng ho says, andi wallvlng bare-
foot on the grass every morning et tinyn, anti runlng
up generally w'ith tas Infinite, vhatcver that ls."

It sountiet te mie vsry mnch like the usuel prephet'
pratilo, anti my interost in Ram rapily declîieti.
The vemen, liever, were mueli more pertiacius
la plylng Ifrs. Martingale yulh questions, anti It vas
ovident fron ihe vay that soemo of them stuelk te
the subjeot, tliat the Hlndoo heti beau vise la choos-
lng Sauta Domlalca as the scens of hie opemations.
lire. HedIey sali 1* vas hlgh trne vs l-ad a spiritual
avakening, anti Miss Gi'bbs seemeti te think that
wirelss~ ielegrapby shoeot te be a mucl mors
complicateti universo than vo led givea It credit
for, anti aseo us te explein (if vo coulti-but
couldn'i) a truc drcam she had hati o! a drowning
unele. Mrs. Wentveorth, e pale, hîgli-breti old lady
oac alvays associaiet i vth lace anti smelling balte,
telti us hev yen coulti bury East Indians aive for
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indefinite perlotis, whIch she oould attest by a
sine article she hati at home, If s hadn't lost 1

lndicated her Intention of i
on the Prophet without dela
to bury hlm allve, but te
Borne of the first baby stePs'4 new religion. She saiti thIs '11
but flot without- an ufldË
serîousness and a sort of fa]
fiance. Then Miss Gdbbs de
site would go, too, andi the
began.

A F'T 'R thi8 we grew accus
to sceing the Pr0-Pl1

sconceti in tourtng cars, an
1roundei by a.oooing band 0
shippers. Ri-s turban and bies
b1aclç face madie a startiiflg1
amidst ail those parasols
French'bonnets, and the rev,

~ with whicb he was trcated 'f
a littie galllng to beholti. But
Dominica was too lazy net
tolerant; and though there
gooti deal of chatter andt1
ment, nothing a.ggressive 'W
temptcd. It wa8 indeed theO
ef Santa Dominica that YOtI
be any klnd of a Cool yon like
not be bothereti ly a tyli
puiblie opinion; antd perbaps
this that had made it such a
of wealth and culture. It W<
ofE the few< places in A.merca
the grocer aind the plutflber
unable te »enforce their iron
If People wanted te praflce
footeti on the grass at daY
and weicome the rlsing suti
Oriental salutations, theY vve)

to do0 it te their hcart's content ln Santa Do'
The permission may have -been a trille gru di
I won't, say there were not some suggestions Of
prophets on rails, but ail endeti, as most things
ln Santa Domtiica, la talk 'and touchiflg thJ
for the walter.

It was a shame about Elinor Wentworth, t
Rer old-lacs-Iady mother was too unconide~
social asset for us to miss her very Iuh
have our dd4'v4ne Elnur Wen.tworth withdra'wl
circulation was qulte annoyin. She wa6 >

those exquIsite, blondes who seemt tofa
ethereal, for a world wberc People eat mlut0]
andi have te jostle and fight. You thought
as a flower, which at a brcath could bo extn
ferever-as an angel, whose littie foot
toucbed the earth, andi whose fleecy wings
a-qulver. I am. able to let myself goabu
since evsrybody lcnows that the personl e
noyer entered Into my admiration. She a
sipiti littie person te sit next to, for aîter Y
gazeti Into the wonderful blue of ber eyes,su
over ber golden hair, andi stiflet a gasP at'3
radiant perfection, there di4dn't seem alt'
te continue wlth. She vas as exbausting s
lantiscape, and as Imp>ossi~ble te tal< t«O, or'
that is al-ways bow I found lier. But as
dscoration, as a delicate mastenpkece Of

faleace, Elinor undtedl vas a joy forer
so yeu ean imagine my expration, ail otir e
lion, at learuing wo wers never te set eY
again, excopt perhaps in a motor 'with ta
Hlndoo, Yes, the adh~erents of the new reit
docideti te do wlthout us; tbelr telephe erÉ

disconuected; invitations to dinner ar
through the Dead Letter Office; thirt-1I
friands bad ctlmbed te a higlier plane, a-O<be

up the lad-der atter thom.

( 'F course, red MoCal was the har5t
'Janybody. Fred, you know, had benel

to Elinor, andi beýlng a specially eartbnd
bati not been lucludeti among the elect. l
Elinor before lie vas a.vare of what had b4
and nov you coulti bear hlm roar, for bOe
wanted somethlng dýoue about It instant1? aI

up to me as aperson to do it. 1 deii't kn
la, but bores andi nuisances andi people et
ance rua te me as natureily as chUidei
mother. Fred biad hie lawyers., nst te spo"
more iLaimate frieutis than myseif, YOtIt wa
hati to bear the inflîction of bis burstn e a

Fred, I ought te explain, vas the olJari


