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A WESTERN JOURNEY

Rainy River, June l8th, 1908.

XXTHEN an.editor gees travelling lie is expected to* record the
TVimpressions of the journey. The difficulty is that one gets s0

surfe 'ited with impressions that unless one is skilled in the
work of recording them and bas the' attitude of mmid necessary for
the purpose, the writing is supremnely difficult.

The writer was the first journalist te travel over the new C. P. R.
short-line from Toronto te Fort William. A pleasant experience it
proved te be. Two trains had 'gone before 1 was ready, but 1 caught
the third. It landed me in Fort William in 'exactly twenty-five.
heurs. Se far as the'smoethness of the road is concerned, there is
nothing te, indicate- that the route is nexv. A little extra dust was
the onily indication, if we except the inability of the trainmen te
answer all the questions the passengers asked about the stops, the
names of the stations, and the progress we were making. The new
road seemns te have been so well built that the train rides as smoothly
as on the eIder parts of the linie. The eleven million dollars which the
C. P. R. expended on the new line from Torontoý te Sudbury was
apparently well spent.

The C. P. R. is net like a littie railway near Port Arthur about
which a resident of that town was telling me. He said it had a tri-
weekly service. A train ran over it one way each week and tried te
get back the next week. The C. P. R. now bas reached a point in its
development where it cani compare with any ether railway in the
world. It is the only real transcontinental railway in North Amnerica
-the enly one which reaches f rom the Atlantic te the Pacific. 1 met
four mnen travelling over it who were going from Philadeiphia to
Portland, Oregon. I asked them why they came uip this way, and
they stated that the route was net much longer an-d was more pleasant.
The scenery was grander and the weather was ceoler. 1 must confess
the aziswer somewhat sturprised mne.

That long reach of the C. P. R. from Sudbury to Port Arthur is
as indescribable and as hopeless as ever. in 500 miles there are three
railway villages, an odd sawmill, a few fishing streains and the rest
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will be among the largest. Fort William especially has great pros-
pects, thoughi Port Arthur hias the fluer site. I-lowever, tliey wvi1l be
unsanitary, illy-served by public utilities and conveniences and breed-
ing places of fever and disease, if some strong power does ilot step ini
and reorganise both municipalities. Moreover, the Government should
act quickly, since every month that passes will mnake a solution of
the difficulty more difficult and more expensive.

Last night I left for Winnipeg on, the Cainadian Northern, but
of that there wil be another chapter.

J. A.C.

THE BATTLEFIELDS FUND

As the twentieth of July draws near, the dlaims of the Ouebec
Battlefields Fund are being pressed, upon public consideration

with an enthusiastic belief that Canadians will rise to the patriotic
occasion, open their pocket-books in the mronth of Confederation and
show that "we also are a people" with a pride in our own places of
heroic achievemnent. It can hardly be repeated too often that the
Tercentenary and the Battleflelds Park undertaking are entirely dis-
tinct. Those careful souls who are reluctant to contribute to pyro-
technîcs and pageantry may be assured that their money goes direct
to the commissioners for the national park, who have been chosen
with the utmost discretion -and are gentlemen with a fine historic
sense of the fitness of the movement. Names of France are on the
cemmittee, as well as those of the Britishý Isies and the appeal to th e
Canadian people is made to the descendants of the Ste. Foye victors,
as well as to those whose forefathers celebrated the triumph of Wolfe.

The West bias shown its appreciation of the national character of
the movement after a fashion in keeping with a land of broad, sun-lit
space. Edmonton was one of the first to send in a handsomne cheque
from the Canadian Club and the Legisiature of Alberta is contributing
ten thouisand dollars to the fund. The City of Toronto is also on the
patriotic miove and is likely to show that the capital of Ontario is'
entirely undeserving of the unpleasant niickinme occasionally whlis-
pered in the agricultural province, while Mr. Whitney, withi a vaster
mnajority than bias been, is to be one of the rejoicing premiers at the
Tercenteniary. The July of 1867 saw four provinces united in a
Confederation which seemed of doubtful strength; - the July of 1908
will see a stalwart Domninioni of nine prov1 ices confident in the powe-r
and hope of youth and proud te keep sacred for the generationis to
corne the spot where Canadians of old proved "4the mnettie of their
P)asture."

SThe part which England is taking in this mnovemlenit is signiificant
of historîc ties. Frein the school-cilidreni of Great Britain to the
distinguished noblemen who have represented the Sovereign In this


