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This in a new, or rather a new adapta-
tion of an old method of teaching chli-
dren, . et which ne doubt some of my

1.reeders have se ea- 1
Montesmonl. eonnts in the var joua

ncw spapers and maga-
zines. I had the pleasure of histening te
an addresa on Ibis method by Dr. James
W. Robertson, Chairmaii of the Com-
mission on Technical Education- in
Canada. The addrcss was given before
the Woinan's Canadian Club,'-and Dr.
Robertson had with hlm a collection of
what lie terîned the didactie material
for the course. 11h. aystem takes its
name from Dr. Maria Montesor, who,
for flftcen years, was assistant in a.
hospital in Rome. It was part etflber
duties te select the children from
various asyluma .for the weak-minded,
idiotie and insane, for demonstra>ions
in the clinica in thia bospital. In this
way she becqime very muel i ntereted
in the study of defç?ctivechclfdren. She
left -the hospitaÀ and established a
school on methods which she had par-
tiafly werked out, and for two years
shle superviaed and aIse ierseif tauglitin this sélool from 8 o'clock in the
morning until 7 o'clock at night, the
pupils being ail what are termed de-

fective children. At the end of that
Urne lher pupilis came te a contest with
normal children who had been in-
strueted according te the ordinary
methutîs. IL was" found then that in
a number of instances the defective
cbidren, owing to the method and
care with which Vhey had been taught,
were actually abead efthLe normal
children who lad been taught accord-
ing to the .prevailing system. This
decided Dr. Montessori that the or-
dinary methods of instruction for
cbiildren in 'schools are wrong, and sbie
las gone o.. from this basis until slhe
lias worked out a cosuplete, or fairly
complete, systein for the instruction
of children. She lias been asked te
take charge of the children's houses
ini connection with a number of telle-
mients in Ronme. These tenements are
constructed from old and insanitary
ones into modern, healthful hornes for
poor people of the working classes, and
to eaeh one is attaebied veiat is known
as a children's bouse. Ili this house
cbiildren, almost infants, are cared for
while tbeir parents. wbo arc tenants
in the tenemeîxts, are away a t work.

Dr. Robertson spoke for over bialf an
hour, and it Nvoiffl le quite iIIpoýsibIe
to grive anytbing like a s.vniopsi:, evcIh
Of bis address, but a fev tbougbts
from it, it seeln-1 b me, ifluAit prove
very tiseful tLu woilein jnConntrv
bousies, wliere lbelli is ladto obtain,
andlu where the ciildreîi are ver%, often
il ivoiscioluslv îî ce . *Li tlîile
idea of the SNvstPem il fmotench a
cli ild to observe iid t Iiiiuk for it.
self. For example, simple littie

framea of wood have taceked te them
stripa of any kind of material, wîîicb
are ihooked or buttoned together, tied
ith strings or ribbona, or, in fact,

anythlng- which shows the ordinàry
fastenings ef a child'a clothing. A child
is given one of these te play with, with..
ont any atatement to it of what it may
be for. Very soon the child finds
out for itself -how to butten and un-
button, hook and unlieok, tic and un
tie. Dr. Robertson &Md that froni
tests made with this, the fliret of al
ef the aippliances showed that on the
second or third day a ehid of three
years of age would notice the conue-.
tien between the buttoning and un.
buttoning, for example, on the trame

gie eit, and the buttoning and un-
buttning of another child's cloth-

ing; and, having, / found this eut
for itsef, it was a pleasure te it
and net something tba't it was tauglit
as a task. Ohildren a littie eider were
given s box fitted wit>i littie wooden

Iblocks wound with cifferent colored
eilk, wool or cotton. These ran in
shades of the same celer, perbaps 5,
6 or 10 in a section. The box is giv-
en to the child simply te play with.
Naturally it pulled them eut, and

very soon began te develop a faculty
fer putting them in again. This
taught them the arrangement of
Colot; and le had seen a child et five
years of age, who could taike one ef
these blecks, carry ît across a reom,
lay it down, go back and match it
perfeetJly as to shade from the saine
box, showing that it carried the Celer
absolutetly in iLs brain and eye. Re
suggested that if grown-up -people lad
any doubt of bbe value of this train-
ing, for them to attempt a similar
feat themselves.

A Method of training children Le
walk carefully was te give a c.hild a
brimming glass of tvater on a plate,
and ask it to carry it te another chiaL

He said it was
Grace of .Movcment. astonishing how

quiekly even very
yeung child.ren could in this way be
taîîght te walk firmly and graceful!Y,
having perfect control of their bodies.
H1e stated tbat he :had seen a child et
four entrusted xith a tureen of souIP,
wlîich it carried round the table, hold-
ing it while anumber et children, one
after the other, helped tlemselves te
soup with tihe ladle. Dr. Roberstefl
.spoke at considerable length on bow
tIhe system devoeloped the sense et
feeling in tIse finger tips. A chlld
%votîld be given a piece of very smooth
tt'o(, perhlap a foot long and six
incIses wide, and on one side of this
at iîîterv-als tvould be p]aced narroW
strips of sand l)aper. Tiie a child
tvolild have its fingers -passed aloflg,
first the rougis strip and then the
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