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LOOK WITHIN 11
In the current' number of The R ound

Table is an e,.ýtract from a letter wripten
fromi the trenches at Gallipoli. T'h.i s
letter is 50 heart-searching that a quot-
tation f rom it shonld be read by
every son of the Empire. "If there
i s'9ty possible influence which could be ex-
erted to §hcyw the nation at last what it is
rcallv fighting for, there might be more hope
of a'near end at least something wpnld Le
donc. If the nation could realise thýat it is
flting not so much against German miii-
tarism, or for J3elgiurn, or for anything else,
but just against itseif, against ail that which
has kept us where we are, instead of the liv-
ing Empire we ought to be, there wonld be
more hope. Uniess we first cast the beami
out of Our own eye it is of no use shrieking
at'the size of the mote in the eyeQf another
nation, and tintii we do it ail our strugglcs
and the heavy price ef manhood -we are pay-
ing will really be as Vain as they sometimes
appear." As an expianation of this some-
what pessimistic outburst the writer of the
article says: "If' we are to cxert our ful
national strength in the war, we must decide
to act much more as if we were an army than
as if we xvere free independent citizens, obe-
dient as in peace oniy to a iaw of our own
choosing. . . . In this war the larger haif
of the army is in the mines, the workshops
and the fields at home. . . . Eývery sec-
tion of the people, at home or in the field,
nst carry out that fraction of service which

falis to its lot with Ioyaity and determination
j to the end."

Another writer -in the sameý magazine deal-
ing with the finan,ýial situation has some-
thing to say which puts the possibility of
heipful action on the part of every citizen in
a .very striking way. "If evcry man who
smbked tobacco in this country were told
that by everyone abstaining from smoking
fcir a ycar, we couid afford to bny, in order
to aid onr cause $40,000,000 more of guns
and shelîs, than wc otherwise conld, how
niany wonid refuseý If every man, woman
and child saved oniy 25 cents a weck, it
wdn ld,-amount to $600,000,CJO a year....
If this was to be a war of exhaustion, then
that people will win which can bring to its
aid the greatest energy, abstinence and en-

durancé."

SOMETHING WRONG
It is not necessary to explain why the

price of wheat has declined so.suiddenly and
with stich amazing swiftness. There are
mnany reasons that will explain it, snch as thep6ssibi e opening of the Dardanelles and the
liberation of the enormons Ruissian surplus,
the phienomenal crop of this year in America
and Euirope, the sudden glntting of the mar-
ket bv the output of Canadian and American
farms.ý The one- outstanding, fact is that
there lias been a disastrous collapse of prices
at the very last moment. It is impossible
for the Western grain grower to understand
liOw lie should flot be able to get more than
one-haîf the Liverpool price of a busiiel of
wheat. Hle assumes that lie is not getting
the Iighlest price the market xiii afford, o r

hIia le cost of bringying the wheat to inarIket
IS altogether too grecat. Botli assumnptionis
are ful111V arranted.
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wheat into this country, as asked for by the,Western grain growers themselves, our
grain would automaticalîy be shipped into
the United States at a price far exceeding
'that now received.

This, however, does flot explain ail. Even
if it were permitted to send our- wheat across
the border the price received would flot be in
right proportion to that paid in Liverpool.
The spread between producer and consumer
is unwarranted. Insurance, rail and water
rates are altogether too high. It may be
tlîat the federal and imperial goverriments
cannot buy the Western wheat at a fixed
price, but they can regulate carrying rates
even if it means the building of a new fleet
of merchantmen. People are getting tired
of the samne oid story-this rake-off by the
middiemen.

They teli us of a million pairs of boots
being ordered for the Russian soldiers, and
oniy 10,000 getting to men-in-arrns. AJIl
the rest went for rlake off. That story
may be a fabrication. Let us hope- so,
We' hear of $40,000 going into the gateà and
fence of a public building in one of our
Western'provinces-when the value was flot
more than $6,000 or $8,000. We are told of
a poor Ruthenian farmer cutting wood and
carrying it to a barge on the lake -for about
a dollar a cord. The rate to Winnipeg was
95 cents a cord, and the selling price of the
wood between four and five dollars. That
is even worse than the Wheat rates.

When is the thing going to end? Over
in'the Motherland they tell us there is a very
serious condition of things. -Young men
are saying, "Why should I go to war? We
have no stake in the country, no land, no
hiouse, no prospects., Let those fight whô
have something to protect." 0f course this
is a weak argument, for life and honor are
more than property. Yet the argument is
flot altogether pointless. The surest way to
make men patriotic is to give them a stake
in the country. Material prosperity counts
for something. So, if our farmers are being
deprived of their honest dues it is worse
than a misfdrtune. It is a crime-a crime
that in its time will 'lead to revolution.
Surely it is clear as day that tariff sched-
ies and public gifts have been for the few

rather than for the many. The time has
come for a change. The man who does the
work should receive a fair amounit of the
income. And this applies ail around-to
producers- in the shop a well as to pro-
ducers on the land.

NON-ENLISTMENT
On aniotiier page is an. article froni the pen

of a mcll-known journalist of Moîîtreai deal-
iîîg with the matter of enlistment in the
province of Qnebec. Whether he is righit
or wrong in his facts and deductions The
Western Home Monthiy cannot pretend to

,--ay, not being in close touch with life in the
Eastern province. If the article presents
tue case tinfairly no doubt the' writer will
1)e corrccted by some of our snbscribers.
Inideed The Quebec Telegrapli commenting
on similar criticisms in Nova Scotia papers
lias tlîis to say:

" 'Our Englishi confrere, who is liot obligecd
to be au fait withi the discipline of the Cati-

d)ic clergy, will learn with pleasuire tlîat the
clergv, of the comntry as weii as the clergy
of tÏle city adopt regarding the war tint the
prirîcipfles of sucli or such politicians, b-:t
tiiose vwhiclîare taugrht to ius' bv ie 1), -e
and the bish ps. No, pon this inmý r-
tant poliit the bi-slops of our p<,'nc
li:îx ccxpres e lcessential words U:it'le
illeml>ers of the cler,-y have madle tlie-;r<ei.
1 Icre they are once more: Wec cannot. disý-

simulate fhefact that the confl:*ct is'one of
the most terrible the world has ever seen,
cannot fail to have its effect on our cýbuntry.
England is engaged in it and who is there
that does flot see the fate of ail parts of the
empSire bound up with the fate of its arms?
The, empire righitlv counts uipon our assist-
ance, and this assistance, we are happy to,
say, has been generousiy offered to it in men
and in money.'

This wholé'subject-is of more than pass-
ing interest. It is of the highest personal
and national importance. Nor does-it end
with the people and the province tQ which
reference is made. There are right here in
Western Canada some who'. for various reai.
sons remain apathetic and inert.

One man said to me last week, "ll fight
for Canada, but not for England." To him
I conld but- say "Weil, it is lucky for youl
and ail the rest of u his time t'hat* wehave Old Engiand for our fohrAlttex.
perience with Germany or Austria as a sté~
mother would soon make you changé yvo.ur
tune." And to this lhe was forced to agreee,

Another man said, "I'arn a Christian.' I
inust love ail men. I cannot fight. 1mrust
refuse to eniist. I mnust protest agairist a
war tax. I cannot contribute to the patriotic
fund. I will -not assist in the Red Cross
work. My kingdorn is flot of this world. I
arn a Christian, anid a Christian belones'to'
ail nations, and uses'no sword to, win ýhis
batties. The spiritual -kingdorn is the
only one I acknowiedge. I disclaimni ere
flesh and Islood ties. I disciaim, force. .1
lov&peace." To wiiich I had to say, "'Young,
man you are committing the uinforgivable
offence' of putting asunder whiat Go4, has
forever joined together.' There is no spirit-ý
uial kingdom apart by itself. It mnst manifest
itself in individuals, in families, in commufii-
ties, in churches, in states. A good Christian
surely attains to the ideal of love to ail men,
but this comprehiensive. love is prepared for
by love in the home, love in the community,
love to one's country. There is more réal
Christianity in Engiand's love. of justice,
hatred of slavery, loyalty to freedom and
faithfulness to her trust, than there is in ail
your beliefs,'and ceremonies and prayers
and vague feeling of brotherhood. You are
lost in the forms and symbols of truth.
England has been living the truth. It is
quite time you came to lier assistance. Voit
accept hier protection, while you find fault
with hier. You accept every favor she has
won for you through life sacrificed, and yet
you refuse to come to hier aid in hier extrem-
ity. British victory is the only way to world
peace. You know it. Your i ingratitude,
your suipreme selfishness bespeak your un-
Christianity." This and more, but, of coursd
it fell on deaf ears. And so it should, for it
was the wrong reply. The real reply is to,
point to the homes of Belgium, to shrineà
polluted, children maimed, wome 'n wronged,
and to ask, "Is it a Christian act to stand to
one side and to permnit that? Oh, it would
l)e possible to point to the Lusitania, to the
Arabic, Io the Hesperian,- and ask if it is
Christian to remain apathetic under such
conditions. And if the only -answer to this
shouid be, "I am a praying mýan," the further
rcply could- be muade, "Then in If eaven's
name, get to Prayer, as Moses did wlien lie

setJoshua to l)attle with the Amalakites.Pray!, pray! pray !-but give up this ever-
lasting whine. Pray! but he loyal to your
cotintrv! Fear God but Ilonor ihie King!"ý

M\en ! -Fast and Wrest, havec yoti thought
v hiat defeat xvoultid imean-notto the Em-
pire onlv, buit to thie world, to the cause of
Itrilth, to d' kingdom o)n earth ? 1 lavè
voti figuire<l 'ut. what it, xv<v,!d mean to yqu,
yotir fn and your faith?

~. ~-

Ii.
ont~nd

v


