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believes to be right anddeserving of his time and energies. His partner was in the Couneil of

Dandas. seven or eight years ; was reeve twe termsand is an 'active man w publie matters,

teing one of the managers of Knox Presbyterian church, of which both members of the firm

are communicants. Mr. Bertram, was bred a machinist, and bas been in business thirýy-three

Mr. McKechnie was inarried January 17, 1858, to M iss Issabella Ross, daughter oÉ William

Ross, of Dundas, and of ten children, the result of this union, eight are living.

ROBERT BAIRD,
K N

I. -CA RDýrXE.

OBERT BAIRD Warden of the county of Bruce, and the leadin,(,r gmin-dealer in Kin-

cardine, is a son of William and Margaret Baird, and was born at Picton, Upper

Canada, June 4,1832. His parents were from tbe county of Fermanagh, Ireland. Complyinc,

with the wishes of his father, Robea limited his mental drill to, the common séhool; farmed in

Prince Edward county- until 1850, when the family removed to the county of Hastings, where

hisfather bought a farm.

In December, 1855, our subject left home; came to Kincardine, then a village of somethiné'

like 300 inhabitante; cler-ed in a store a few months; then went into the butchering and gro-

cery business, in* partnership with Robert Reed and they subsequently took contrâcts for build-

ing, bridges, roads, an&,barbors.

In 18.59 Mn Baird went -into the grain business, and for three years bortf,,ht on commission.

Siceeabout 1864 he. bas bought for himself, and bas been the heaviest purebaser in the county,

paying out, on an average, frorn $250,000 to $275,000 per annum for grain alone. He bas Iso

dealt in lumber, wood, real estate, farni mortgrragres, etc., speculating in anything that turned up,

and being usua4y quite successful in his, ventures, He owmS a good deal of property in the

county, as well as town, and bas- one of the finest residences in Kincardincï-his accumulations

bein,,r the fruit of his own industry and careful atténtion to, business.

Mn Baird was in the village couneilpne year, and bas been reeve since 1869, and warden

since 18î 2, having been eiected to both office-, most of the time, by acclamation. His services

in themunicipalities of the town and county, have been of very great value, he being full of

publie spirit. He was very active in the adoption of measures to, bring a milroad to, this point,

harbor improvements, both so important to the town; and was one of thedevi-

sers of means for tbe erectiorf of the town hall school bouses and publie buildings generally,

being inclined, to push municipal as well as his own private business. -Nlo man tak-es, more pains

té further the interests of the town than Mr. Baird.


