
4 Voy age s of

their part, had no more precife knowledge in the diredion of
Nova Zembla.

So many voyages and difcoveries without refult, and at-
tended with fo. much hardfflip and èxpenfé, have caufed us

French in late years to attempt a permanent fettlement in
thofe lands which we call NewF'rance,' in the hope of thus
realizing more eafily this objed; fince the voyage in féarch
of the defired paffiage commences on the other fide of the
ocean, and is made along the coaft of this region.' Thefe

confiderations had induced the Marquis de la Roche, in 1598,
to take a commiffion from, the king, for making a fettlement

in the above reg1on.ý With this objeâ, he landed men and
fupplies on Sable Ifland;' but, as the conditions which had

been accorded to him by his Majefly were not fulfilled, he
was oblioed to abandon his undertaking, and leave his men
there. A year after, Captain Chauvin accepted another

commiffion to tranfPort fettlers to the fame region; ' but, as
this was fhortly after revoked, he profecuted the matter no
farther.'

After the above,'O notwithftanding all thefe accidents and
difappointments, -Sieur de Monts defired to attempt what had

been

6 The name of New France, Nûvvs
Francifca, appears on a map in Ptolemy

publifhed at Bafle in 1530.
7 The controlling objed of the nu-e"

nierous voyages to the north-eaft coaft
of America had hitherto been to difcover
a fhorter courfe to India. In this re-
fped, as Champlain flates above, they

had all proved failures. He here inti-
mates that the fettlements of the' French
Mn this coaft were intended to facilitate

this defign. It is obvious that a colo-

nial eftablifhment would offer great -ad-.'
vantages as a bafe in profecuting féarches
for this defired paffage to Cathay.

8 For fome account of this difaftrous
expedition, fée Mémoir, Vol. I.
' Vide Memoir, Vol. I.

10 If will -be obferved that Champlain
does not mention the expedition fent out
by Commander de Chafles, probably

becaufe its objeâ was exploration, and
not a-tual feulement. - Vide an account

of De Chafles in the Mémoir, Vol. 1.
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