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ﬁistory of the- Alphabet.

‘How many of the millions that daily use
the alphabet ever stop to think of its origin
ond long history? In the true epirit q% a
student, Isaac Taylor, & well known English
writer on philosophical and philological sub-
{fcfs. has xecehtly written and published, in

ondoh,. two stout volumes under the title:

“TFhé AIFhabet, an Account of the Otiggn
and development of letters,” It is only by
help of recent discoveries of early inscrip-
‘tions and tke progress in the art of reading
lost languages and deciphering hitherto un-
known symbols, that such a well posted
history has become possible. By careful
study of the learned essays and scientific in-
vestigations of the latest philologists, Tay-
lor has set forth in language of easy comypre-
heneion the origin of the alphabet, showing
that our own *‘ Roman ” letters may be fol-
Jowed back. to their very beginning, some
twenty or mqre centuries ago, as he asserts,
‘We have nobetter letters, according to this
gecount, thad those of the Italian printers
of the fifteenth century., These~were im-
itated from the beantiful manuscripts of the
teath and eleventh centuries, the letteriny
of thesa being derived from the '‘Roman of
the Augustan age, The Roman letters, in
turn, are traced to those employed at Rome
in the third century B C,, and these do not
differ greatly from forms used in the earliest
existing specimens of Latin writing, dating
from the fifth century B. C. This primitive
alpribet of Rome way derived from a local
fo m of the Greek aiphabet, in use about
the eixth century B. C. and ihat wos a
variety of the earlicet Greek alphabet be-
lenging to the eighth, or even the ninth cen.
tury B. C. Tie Grecks got thewr letters
frow the Phoenicans, aud theirs are clearly
traceabio in the most ancient known form of
the Semit:c,

The most ancient of bocks, a papyrus
fouud at Thébés, and now preserved in the
French National Library, supplies the earhi.
est formy of theletters used in the Semtic
alphabet. The Stone Tables of the Law
could heve been possible to tho Jews only
because of their possession of an alphabet,
and thua the Bible androdem philological
science unite in ascribing a commpn origin
to the alphabet which is in daily wuse
throughtout the world, The nineteenth
centu ? B. C. is held by Taylor to be the
apit gimate dateof the origin of alphaveti.
writilig, evd.from that time it grew by siow
degrece, whilé from E_.y,t, the home of the
Jews daring their Jong cuptivity, the know-
ledge of the alphabet was carried in all di-

*- rections where olphabets are now found.
Tho Aryans are now thought to have beep
- the first to bring the primitive alphabet to
perieotion, and cach letter and each sound
may be traced, by Taylor's carcful analysis,
tirough all the changes that have markea
the growth, progress, and insome instances,
tha dacay of different letters of various al
pbabets. It is an interesting fact that the
oldest known **A B C” in existence is &
child’s alph- bet, scratched on a little ink
bottle of black were, found in one of the
oldest Greek settlements in Italy, attributed
to the 5th contury B. C. he earliest
letters, and many later unes are known only
by incriptions, and it is the rapid increase,
by recent discoveries, of these precious
fragments that has inspired more diligent re-
search and guickened the zeal of learned
students in maatering the elements of know-
ledge of their origiu and history throughout
the world. As late s 1876 there were found
in Cyprus some bronze p'ates inscribed with
Pheenician tharacters, dating back to the
tenth, oven the eleventh century B. O,

Coins, engraved gews, insoribed statues,
aud, last of all, the Siloam inecription,
found m 1880 at Jerusalem, on the wall of
an old tunnel, have supplied new material
for the history, From the common mother
of many alpbabets, the . Phoonician, are de-
scended the Greek and other European
systems on the one side, inclnding that
which we use and have the greatest interest
in; and on the other, the alphabeta of Asia,
trom which heve sprung those of the Eaat,
Syriac, Arabic, and Hebrew.
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A Long Time,

Fifteen years of suffering from the tor.
tares of ysPepsia JIn indeed a long time.
A, Burne, blackmmith, of Cobourg, was
thos afflicted, but it only required four bot-
tles of Burdock Blood Bitters $o completely
gure, him,
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In the Tail of & Comet.

An ingcneous theorizor has written abock
which was published by the Appletons, to
rove that many ages since the earth must
Ea.ve passed through the tail of a comet, and
that certaiz disturbances observed on the

‘surface of our planet were caused thereby.

The scratches and erosions from the north-
east and southwest found upon hills and
mountains in the northern hemisphere were
attributed to the action of the more solid
matter of the comet’s tail, leaving its marks,
togsther with the bowlders and detached
rocks, which are found in such profusion in
the Temperate and Frigid Zones, Although
thie theory would account for much that is
mysterious, it has not been aceepted by eci.
entists, as it is not believed that tails of
comets are formed of any solid material,
Early in- December last, zome curious at-
mospheric phenomena were noticed in dif-
ferent portions of the world, At sunsetand
before sunrise the heavens were permeated
with a glew of rosy light, such as might
have been cauzed if a great conflagration had
been raging, These strange appearances
were noticed in both Europs and America.
They have puzzled the acientific world. But
seme venturesome theorists have again put
forward the hypothesis of the world being
surrounded by the atmosphere of & comet’s
tail. It is known that about the time these
phenomena occurred our planet wasin the
track of Bela’s comst, and in & part of
the heavens that was filled with met.ors, It
is known that comets are more numerous in
the heavens thav fishes are in the waters of
the earth, Their numbers are 80 great as
to be irconceivable to the human mind «nd
it is not at all improbable that the earth in
past times may have been entangled’in the
tails of these wonders of thesky, We live
in a marvelous universe. ‘*‘There are two
things,” eaid the great philosopher Kant,
‘which always fills me with awe and ad-
miration, aud those are the wondrous heav-
ens by which we are surrounded and the
moral law within,”—Demorest’s Monthly,

The Spanish Beauty.

We in America are apt to jud
Spaniard by the Mexican ;amg the Cuban,

othing can be more difforent, Whatever
their faults or virtues, the Hiepano-Ameri-
cans seem to have taken nothing but the
lauguge from what of the conqueror’s blood
they may have. All else has come from the
native, Unbroken in pride, ,uadebased by
evil habits, self-respecting, sober in speech
ag in food, the lberian needs only a leader
to again take his rightful place in the
family of nations, And the woman? Is
she beautiful? I hardly know, but she is
the most bewituhing, bewildering, fascinat-
ing of all Eve's daughters, There is a
magic in her atep, & poise of foot, a grace of
rythmic motion, a proud tenderness in her
dark eye, a ‘sometHing voluptuous which is
yet chaste, a magic in her smile, such as no
other race or clime can show, Beautiful?
A man whose blood runs red in his veins
may seo beauty elsewhere, but he has never
felt the perfect charms of woman’s loveliness
until he has met love looking from the
melting brightness of those matchless orbs,
‘which none but Spain’s dark-glancing mai-
dens bear. There i3 no neglect here, The
dress may not be rich, but there is not
fold ill placed. To heris paid the reverence
of passionate devotion, S:ill js Spain the
land of romance and of song, because her
men are brave, her women worthy to be
oved.

e of the

They Saw it AlL

Taylor, the wizard, got a $90 house in
Paso del Norte, and then said that he
would show the assemblage a trick that
would open 4heir eyes, .termed ‘‘The
Mystic Man¥or the Disappearance.” He
brought out alarge box and said:—*1
will now shut myself up in this box ; the
trick is to find me.”  Five minutes later
everybody knew that he had escaped from

'the rear with the receipts of the evening,

and & coat belonging to an employe of the
thostre,
48~ A P04 IRt
. Get the Orlgtnal.

Dr, Pierce’s ‘‘Pellets” — the original
‘¢ Little .Liver Pills” (sugar-coated)-cure
sick and bilious headache, sour stomach,
and bilious attacks, By druggista.

The Romance of a Bank Note.

Tu the year 1749 one of the dircctors of
the Bank of Kugland, a man of usnapeach-
able honor, lost a bank note for £30,000,
under peculiar circumstances. It seems he
had bought an estate for that money, and
for convenience sake obtained & note for
that amount. As he was about to putit un-
der lock and key, after he reached home,
he was called out of the room, whereupon,
as he thought, he placed it upon the mantel-
piece, Upon returning, a few minutes later,
the note had disappeared. It could not have
been stolen, for no one had entered the
room, whereupon he concluded that it had
been blown into the fire and had been con-
sumed. He laid the matter before the
officers of the bank, and they reissued a note
for the same amount, he giving bonds to
reimburse the bank if the note should ever
be presented for payment. Thirty years
after, when he had long been dead and his
e¢state distributed among his heirs, the sup-
posed non-existent note turned up at the
bank ocounter for payment, As the bank
could not &fford to dishonor the obligation,
the money was paid out, and the heirs of the
dead man were asked to make good the loss;
this they refused to do, nor could the bank
employ any legal machinery to forge them to
do so. The person who profited by the
matter was supposed to be a builder, em-
ployed to pull down the dead man’s house
and build another on its site, Hs found the
missing £30,000 note in a crevioe in the
chimncy, in which it somehow got lodged
after being laid on the .mantelpiece, It
must have been kept many years, and its
presentation to the bank was 8o arranged
that the builder became a rich man by a
sudden stroke of blind fortune.

Feather Flowers

It requires a certain amount of patience
to achieve snccess in making feather flow.
ers, while satisfactory resuls are sure to
add a smiling beauty to the adorning of an
artistically appointed household, Fachion.
ables rusticating in the country can easily
procure a bunch of whi8 geese feathers and
amuse themselves an hour or 80 by outting
out of these feathers leaves like the flowers
that are to be copied, Make the bulbs of
beeswax and rosin, mixed together in equal
proportions ; to this stick the leaves. the
stamens and centre parts of the wire and
zophyr. In painting the leaves, a nice del-
icave touch should be had inorder to give a
natural effect. Get tube paints—such as
are used for oil paintings,  After painting
the leaves lay them aside to dry. Do not
use them for ten or twelve hours at least.
A tube each of chrome ) ellow, rose madder,
clear white, and Prussian blue will be all
the paints required to produce a lovely bou.
quet, Mix the yeliow and blue to chtain:
green for painting theleaves, With a little
practice in mixing the paints they can be
made as beautiful as wax. There are scver-
al ways to use feathor flowers beside olus
tering them, A wreath, a cross, an anchor,
and birds are otten made and placed in boxes
with a rich velvet background and fine glass
in front, bordered with a framework of vel.
vet, or wood exquisitely ocovered with
water-colored pictures, making an elegant
pirlor ornament, «
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Mere Luxury.

An enterprising Chinaman has recently
opened & restaurant in Paris, and is now
endeavoring to educate the Western palate
to appreciate the subtile excellence of rot-
ten eggs and bird’s nest soup. In order
to prepare- the former luxuries in their full
perfection fresh duck’s eggs are covered
with & mixture éf ciaders, chalk, lye, soda,
powdered liquorice root and oil, and are,
then left for several months, until their
yolk becomes first green andl finally black.
The darker the yolk the greater the deli-
cacy, The bird’s nest from which the far-
famed soup is made are buily by a species
of swallow that abounds on the coasts of
Java,*Ceylon and Borneo, and practically
consist of a gelatinous tubstance obtained
from marine plants, The nests are beiled
either in chicken broth, or in milk of al-
monds ; and the resalt very much resembles
vermicelli soup, save that it is far more
costly, The Chiness restaurateur also of-
fors his customers amoked sharks’ fins,
dried outtle-fish, and salted rats; but
whether he will make a livinﬁ by the sale of
such toothsome dainties as these to the Pax-

‘isians is more than doubtful,

The man who at the firat of the year re.
lved to qnit smoking has compromised by
ing ten wmstead of twelve cigars a day.

Thousands of women bless the day on
which Dr. Pierce's *‘ Favorite Prescription ”
was made known to them. In all those de-
rangements causing backache, dragging-
down sensations, nervous and general debili-
ty, it is a.8overeign remedy. ~ Its soothing
and healing properties render it of the ut-
most value to ladies suffering from ¢ intern-
al fever,” congestion, inflammation, or ul.
ceration. - By druggists.

Richard Neusman, of Preston, Eungland,
who recently died, left to that town his en-
tire collection of pictures, porcelain and
bronzes, 1t is said that the {‘)ictures alone,
ten years ago, were valued at between §300,-
000 and $350,000.

Amos Hudgin, Toronto, writes: I
have been & sufferer from Dyepepsia for the
past six years, All the remedies 1 tried

roved useless, until Northrop and Lyman)s

egetable Discovery and Dyspeptic Cure
was brought ander my notice, I Eave used
two bottles with the best results, and can
with confidence recommend it to those af-
flicted in like manner,” '

Out west the cellar is the place to goin
time of cyclones, and when a man has a
barrel of cider in the cellar it's surprising
how many times a day he thinks there’s a
cyclone coming!

‘What makes me'laugh when others sigh

No tears can e’er bedew mine eye
1t is because I always buy—Briggs’ Life Pills,

What ig it makes me hale and st«;ut.

And all my friends can’t make it out,

I r%xlllg oould not live witnout—Briggs’ Life
ills,

So if you're sad, or grieved, or ill,
Pray. do not pay a doctor’s bili,

But take a dose of—Briggs’ Life Pills,

They were about to bury a grandchild
of General Turner, of Memphis, when
some one insisted that it should be bathed
and slapped on the back. It is now alive
and doing well.

Dr. Pierce’s * Favorite Presoription,” for
all those weaknesses pecubar t¢ woemen, is
ap vnequalled remedy. Distressing bhaok-
ache and “bearing-down " sensations yield
to its strength=giving properlies. By drug-
glats. T .

Senator. Saulsbury is called the Lone
Star of the Senate because he is the only
member of that body who has never been
married.

The progress of medioal enlightenment
has led to the abavdonment of ‘mavy anti-
guaated remedies of questionable value, snd
wne adoption of mewer and more rational
ones, Promin®ht among the latter is Nor.
throp and Lyman’s Vegetable Discovery and
D yspeptic
Puarifier, a comprebensive family rem-dy for
liver complaint, constipation, indigestionm,
loss of physical energy, and femsle com-
plaints.

Thomas Nast, as the Boston Transcrint
learns, still ‘‘sends his sketches to the
Harpers every week and they are pigeon-
holed by Mr. Curtis, while Harpers pay
him,}mder oontract $10,000 a year for
life.

Sick and bilious headache, and all de-
rangements of stomaoh and bowels, cared
by Dr. Pierce’s ‘“Péllets "—or antibilions
granules. 25 cents a vial. No cheap boxes
to allow waste of virtues, By druggista,

The women of En%land are waking up
to their privileges. In Oxford, at the ap-
proach of the municipal election, the
ladies summoned & meeting of the women
voters. Mrs. Prof. Max Muller was the
chairman, and the wife of an alderman
made an able and eloquent speech.  So
says the Pall Mallo%a/zette, which ap-
proves of it too.
‘“Became Eourd and Wall.”

HATCHER S STATION,Ga.,Mar. 27,76,

R, V. Pizrog, M.D.; - Dear Sir—My
wife, who had been ill for over two years,
and had tried many other medicines, be.
came sound and well by using your ‘* Fav-
orite Prescription.” My niece was also
cured by its use, after several physicians

had failed to do her any good.
Yours truly, rﬁos. J, METHVIN,

ure, tke justly celebrated Blood -
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