THE GOOD NEWS.

dospised—onst of all in religion. Th:e
Ways of men are so irreligious, so heedless,
many azre go opposed to Christianity, that
1 18 4 pleasant sight to see any serious, re-
ﬂect,ing, “almost persuaded.”

. a}’VU are not to cast disparagement on one
most” a Christian.  Certainly, in many
1°§pects, he is better than an infidel, or a
slner at ease in Zion.” :
Mauy of the readers of this paper well
remember a good old book entitled Megd's
Almost  Christian Discovered; or ' the
“alse Professor tried and Cast.” The
“tle*page of that book, which 1s really a
Pound und excellent treatise, perhaps origi-
Nated, mave curreney to, and stereofyped the
°Pinion that « Afmost Christian,”  and
alse Professor,” or ¢ Hypocerite” were
#ynonymous terms, deseribing procizely the
8ame individuals. Thisis an error. and an
orror of a mischievonr nature. In Chuis-
tian Jands, in all congrregations, thore are
Some luying the truth 10 beart at times,
Teally moved by the Spirit of God, and led
Yery mear to the Saviour, “almost per-
*iaded” to venturo all upon Him, yet, after
all, liuger and stop short on the thres-
hold, They arcin a critical state. The
nght word fitly spoken might help theny,
and aronss them to take the decisive step,
t? pess from without to within the door
Chrig:, Thev hear sturtling warnings ad-
AT f‘r’l ta the undeeidad, to thowe who,
Meemingly near, are yet « out of Christ”--
almosi,” hnt not “‘alinvether” persuadad
':md they are alarmed.  But then thoy
Jear, probably i the same dizcourse, the
Almest” Cliristian called *a false profe:-
R “a hypoerits”  And though in the
Smeority of their hearis, and nnder a duep
Sonse of sinfuiness, they sometimes aconsr,
and try to conviet, themsolves of fulsity
and hypom‘isy,in this maiter, yet as
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mltl? they are not censiously harboring
t((:velfs, they cannot imnte themselves ho-
ieve they are.  And lience they come to

O conclusion that, as thoy are not fulsy,
ot meckers, not acting the part of lase
Dismemblers, therefore they are not -¢al-
most,” byt likely “altogether” Christians,
‘zn; begtcr stato than they supposed !
; this, through the indiscretion of
" %aders of the blind,” they may be led
"Om 4 gtate of honest doubt and enquiry,

Y indulge a security again, which may be-
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come deep, lasting, fatal.  There is nothing
like the truth in gnarded, accurate, unex-
aggorated language, in dealing with souls.

The man there, of whom it may be said
in our day, that he is “almosi” a Chris-
tian, may be thus described. e possesses
a knowledgo of God, of man’s condition,
of Christ and the work of redemption.—
A fear of (3od lies upon his spirit, and he is
unwilling 1o be classed with the enemies of
Christ either here or hereafter. e pays
attention to religious duties more or less
Maithfully as he has been taught or trained,
and he exhibiis a general propriety in the
actions of life, a useful and honest servant,
a just and kind master, a friendly neigh-
bour, a careful parent, an obedient child.
tle forms good rezolutions. and keeps scme.
He is sorry for faults, and forsakes some.--
He frequents the house of God. and uses
weans of grace.  fle is probably a profes-
sor of religion. He may be a diligent
teacher in the Sabbath school. He may
be a minister, and honestly meaning to be
faithful. Though lacking the « oue thing
needfui”——a mistaken man, he is not a dis-
sembler. No two are much farther apart
than the <« almest” Christian and  the
hype erite,

As the character is better, :0 the ad-
vanlages are greater, of almost a Christian,
Tha sease of obligation apd renonsibility
to nis family, to society, and to God, is it-
seif o safeguard and a good to him.  And
reliziously, he is in a sufor way than the
seatfer, the reprobate, er even tha incon-
sticrate. He ds in the way where God
mevts with men, and Cod may Lless him.,
There 1a 2 hopefulness sbout his prospect
—he ix in the state which every ChrisBun
ccapies for a lavger or shorter poriod.—
At one tima, just Lefore he beeams o fol-
lower of Jesus, the Chricting was < ehy ost

Christian, The man of this deeription is
in more favorable cireurisionees than those
that ave fur, and keep {ar from the King-
dom of God. Even a3 it was said of the
young Ruler, who was not far frem, “al-
most” in the kingdom, “ Jesusloved him,”
s0 there is a sense in which it may besaid,
Josus loves the person we are thinking of.
Yet, after all, the difference between the
“almost” Christian and the most iinpious
of men, is but formal, circumstantiz], not

essential.  Until the heart be given to God,




