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sxdcns forming an argument ; such an operation
: hecessarily 1mplymr' the nctuul presence of the
{':dcus pefore the will is exerted.”  This doctrine
H ’is also sonctioned by the statementsand opimons of
setaphysicians of the very highest nume. But
%otwath;tnndmg these very great anthorities, the
% 'few following fucts are, with the uimost possible
'\ shumility and deference, submitted as some ground
for entertaining & strong suspicion, that the mind
b ‘?does actually possesssome influence in directing, at
k lenst to a certain degree, the .current of ideas Unt
\are contiavally passing through it, and consequent-
-,ly, in affecting, more or less, the opinions which it
" forms ona certam description of subjects,

“i The simple circumstance, that we can, by acer-
“"Hain process of mind, recall to our rccollccuon,
- ‘things and ideas which we had forgotten, and do
. .not at present remember, is 2 proof that we possess
- ““gome such power. This is undoubtedly a volunta-
. .xy operation of mind ; for we actually et our at-
-7iention to seek for the ld(."l we hadlost or forgotten,
~‘and continue to turn over all the furniture with
“iavhich our memory is stored till we meet with the
‘thought which we are in quest of. It isverytrue,
,uund often happens, that we cannot immedi-
g atcly summon up the idea weare in quest of.  We
cmmot instantly command its presence in the ima-
,gination. We cannot, hke the magician, stamp
Fith our foot, and instantly obtain what we want.
‘But such is thepower of recollection whichthemind
1possesses, that we gencrally succeed atlast inve
‘calling the fugitive thoughts. We may be some
seconds, even some minutes, on the rack ; we may
.even spend hoursin the painful search ; nay, days
may pass away before we succeed in calling up the
lostand valued idea, And if no record of it ex
ists, it is possible, but only barely possible, that it
may be lost for ever.

Now, let it only be considered what must neces-
sarily happen, should any individual, in forming his
opinion on some important subject, lose in this
manner the remembrance of some essential cir-
cumstance required for the formation of a correct
opinion.  And let us suppose further, that, to avoild
the trouble and delay, and exercise of patience, ne-
cessary for rccollection, that he proceeds in-
stantly to draw his conclusion and form his decided
opinion from the premises already at his mind’s
command, Isit not manifest, that heis blameable
for haste and precipitancy of judgment 2 Ias he
not committed a voluntary fault 7 And supposing
this voluntary and meditated neglect to lead to
somc capital error in his conduct or in his bel'ef;
who cansay that such an error is not the effect of
volition? And wkho will pretend that he is not

justly chargeable with the v rions eorsequences
to which such an error way lead? It be had
made serioug and persevering effarts of reco'-
lection, and yet not succeeded @ we might thenar-
quithum of allbleme. But without at least a mo-
derate effort,we cannot uponany principle of mon.!
reasoning hold him blameless.

Itis, however, well deserung our attention,to
observe in what manner these important efforts of
recollection are performed,  The nand, asalreadv
hinted, bas no direct method of making them. It
is possessed of no talisman to call up the idea re-
quired, It must and can only proceed inits ar-
customed tracts of assaciation, swmmoning up the
various traws of ideas that are supposed to be con -
nected with ity and may be expected 1o bring ita-
long with them. Tlus incapability of erlling up
the precise idea required, is prohubly all that js
meant by the ilustrious metaphysicrans  reforred
to, when they assert the jmpossibiity of bringing
by volition any idea into the mind which is not ac-
tually present to it. They could never have in-
tended to deny that the mind is possessed of a cer-
tain management, @ certain tactand art, by which
aenerally, though not universally nor with ubsolute
certainty, it attains the end proposed.  This man-
agement and tactis learned by experience, and s
acquired universally. No man iswithoutt, He
who would neglect its assistance in the formanon
of important opinions, could never be held free
from blame. His errors could not be held invol-
untary. It is true he did not uctually intend beng
wrong ; but it is equally true, that he did not use
the necessary means of beng right.

1t may, perhaps, be here urged, that we are thus
putting :wn extreme case. In answer, letit be ob-
served, that, though a strong case is here put for
the sake of illustration, it is probable that slighter
cases occur with great frequency. There
are also many other causes besides absolute
forgetfuluess, that are suffered to turn away
the mind from the correct view of many of the
guestious that involve some degree of doubt. Of
this kind are 2l the various biases to wlhich differ-
ent minds indifferent degrees are exposed.  Andit
is only in cases that involve some degree of doubt,
and require some deliberation, that there is room
for the operation of such bisses. Where the evi-
denceisclear and decisive, the assent of the under~
standing is unavcidable,

Ourauthor’s third argument is that every sund
is conscions to itself of being utterly incapable of
changing its belief or disbelief; in consequence of
any volition. «“Take,” says he, “any controverted
fact °n history. Let a man make himeelf perfect~



