
INSIJRANCE & YINANCE CHRONICLE.

plague reachced London, Norwich, thc ?lidlanls.
Yorkshîire and( il the narili of E'îtglaiîîd. Europe
is estilniate(l ta have lost t n -heîiilliolis Cf its,
inhabitauits by the Black Dcath ti a fe%% years. The
plague proved a blessing iiidsgie ote effeet being
the einicipation of farin laborers front serfdloni,
owing ta the ri.-c ii the value of lahur . the getîcral

efetbig a brcak-upj of the feudal s% stemn iii Eng
kand, a social rcvolution tu %îlîiclî %%t: of tItis geitera-
lion owe more thita me can realize. TYu tilis, and to
later visitation- of Indian, or Clîjtecse, plagues. %%e are
inidebted for the iiîîînuîîîit) tic eîîjuo% fru.îî IbCStilICs,
a protection duc to mîodern sanitatioti iinte the: adop-
tion of whicli Europe w~as frigliteîîvd. The lItîliait
plague will i)robabl% producc Ilic an lîecficial
effects there, to somne exteut, a lits urigini is Ltnuw
tri he the unispezakatllkuxIaniîs uti tIi.eplces
mîhcre the plaguc brokc out, and is raging. just a:
occurrcd iii England in 1349, 1361, 13(x), the bllik
c'! the laboring population of ]3oiiîbaît have lied the
city carrying deathi in tlheir trail, and îîîectUng il. Li
tl'ousands owing tu the prcîailing faminle. It is this
latter feature iii the distress o! liidia îlihis callingz-
c-tt such synîpatIîy over the %vlolc Eîîîpirc, %N liiehi tlis
city lias znanifcstcdl b% sucli a îniagîiificeiit coîjitribnt-
tion for the faminle stricken. It i. littie mure than
.2j years ago since a sinilar calaliit3L feul upuln the
people, o! thc M.'adras and Bomîbay prcsidencics. Teîî
ycars «*carlicr a 1million persansý died of famille- in
Orissa onit o! a population o! tîre millions. Falncv
îoo,ooo deatlis in &\uiitril froin %wau of fooud 1 %V
renieniber anc of Ille largest towns iii Eîîgland, being
rutuscd tu xieaeî uver lthe verdict o! ai Coroîxer s
jury that a wonian and lier babc liad (lied fnoni lack
(-! food. In India, tlîc nortalit% iii the strickeîî dis-
tricts lias risegi four-fold. Tîjie price of food il, ruiral
districts lias increased five linies, and in townls thircc
tinies. hîîdia is probably the clieapest ccnuîitrv to livc
iii, a few cents a (lay stffices for neccssary foodI. Were
this not sa tîte Incliaiî faminle, vvIliclî pere dically
oecurs, wouid go far to depopulate tic country, a,;
fundls coulci aot bc raiscd to find food for ilivriads of
slIrving people jIIjcssý liedfui quaniititic.. Nere lirîî

curable at a very Iow cost.
Famillie nrwm is nîcercly a1 sign of tihecla:n c

kc.oti distribuntion beingz delcîtivc. Tlhe morld lir>-
(!lces, or couid produce, food far iii e<cesS of its
requircîtients. It is n credit to this gefor alny local
f.ulniite ta existe as a deartli o! local supplies cai lie
forescn, and i)rovi(1ec for so as tu prevent, aîy fret
starving. Commnerce keeps fainle n-wal frOui
Euirope bv its agcucies for distributing ft otd. As coini-

îiierce lias frequently provcd itiequal te- tlîis task, ini
India, tue niachiinerv a! Gtbvernîtîlcut slolle util
izcd1 to prevent stncl a terrible calaiuitv.. The p-e
sent faminle wili %vc trust prove a hless;"ing iu ilit Il-11-î
i-un by nîicasures being dci!e<l to avaid it in tli f-
ttre. Plague is aiso prcaventable. lîs ravages iii
Europe even during tlîis ientury wert appalling, b>ut

tlity are ito longer !eared, as sanitatiuîi gluards tlîc
coin Iulr.i tics froin sucli bliglits,. The osîly danger
arises froilî contagimn front the East %icere discase is
lered, aud. spread by ttUiess. 'The presciit pestil-
0.1ic2 iilI also bc a disgussed blessimîg if il arouses tliu
Goveriiiîcut, mil the miure civilized peoples of India,
tii a thorougli cleaîising o! the plIagiie-Iree(lîiig
p.laces-îî uat a distiiignislied mînter calîs -the fever
gardenis "-of. tîtat afflicted cotntîry. The mîtagnifi-
cu.it geîîcrosity of tue pîeople ul this city, anid uthers
iii Cana,-da, 'aili liavea renaard initlie gratitudeu o ur
f..luwî subjects inIi idia, and in thîe profuid ihiprcs-
sio11 Mxade tipunii e peop>le o! the iiotler lanîd. But
priv ate beievoiltce ouglit tiot to bc called tupon lu
edistribute food 'aliicli foresiglit anîd prunipttiess, 0m,
the part o! tic Govenijîtent monlld hîave provided.
Charistiani charit> îîiIl alleviate the distress o! hilia,
l.ut Christiant 'isdoin %uid tliere prevent suicli cala-
inlities as pestilcence anîd famille, as il lias donc iii

miort: civilized cotnics.

THE EQUITABLE LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIErY.
Thtis vast organization presents an exhibit o! ILS

positioni ah tlîc close of 1896 in tItis issue. The fol-
iowing data gives a conîpanison bctwcen tc business
mnovemients last ycar anîd tliose o! 1&J5 îvitlî tîte se-
veral. resuits ah the close of 1896 and 1895

FiN-Acii%Î. Movr-.,'.%NT
Iticreasec+.

185. 1SgG. Declae-
1896.

prcniiuuls ........... .... $36,2oo, 665 $36,089,358 - $11 m,3o7
itercst, rents, etc .........- S.09 5-778 8,921,701 + 825,923

Talai lucarnit............44,29f6,443 45,011,039 + 7t4,616
1>aynîcis ta I'ulicy tioldeis 19,568,300 2 1,937,439 + 2,3619,339
1- ptmîses aud Dividends, etc 8,m.-1.785 8,ob6,9S3 .- 56.802
Toatal Oulga .............. 27,692,0S5 30,004,422 + 2,312,337
1.xccss lucomme ovcr Oulga. 16,(04,358 14,406,701 - 2.19M-657
im cy aud oUe ee.C..I.,3,873,496,768 +13,184,0 7

Total Asscts ......... .....:Ol,93SS 216,77j,947 +35:764,561
surplus to P'olicy liolcders.. . 40,624,012 43,-277, s79 + 2,6ý3,67

1MoVEMFNT 0Fe POLCIFS.

Amotint of l'olictcs 3895. I896.
tmîkezu..............$332,Q75,33a $127,694,0S4 - 1,S,4

Total amnaumît Of &sU-I
raict in frce. 912,509,553 915Y902,j1 + 2,593,423

The increase duniing 1&95 are aloîg lte fine of iii-
(reasiîîg shremîgth . IThe incomîte fi-oi iîivestinnt
anîd froun renItaIIs WZas S8,921,70I compared witli $8,-
tx95,778, ~VVIiclî is au increasc o! Z825,993 iîî i-cv eu
Zipant fri-an its active businecss. A 1>resideîitial vce-
ti(.n yCar, eSp)ccially w~lien it is coitîcident Witll buIs-
ilICSS dcpression, is always au uniavorablc oile for'
life -assur-ance, bolUt agenîts, anîd tc Public gencrilvy
bciîig too absorbcd %vitli politics ta give ordinarY at-
tentiau ta bilsiliesq. Altîtolgli tîte moîpn îade a -

sligly sinallcr incecase iii 1896 than in 1895, Oîl

tu tîtis election disturbauce, ils total net incone wa:
$43,011,059 compared witli ;$44,z96M43, thms slîuaiîtg
..i increase O! $714,616 over previonis vear. rî
paynîents ta policy-hîoldcrs wcrec as folw <leatil
dlaims $12,380,249g ; iulatured endowilîents $1,o(i,
193 ; annluihies 1$4io,791; surrender vaitnes *8
3(-1 ; niatured Totine values $2,04i,97o; diviclcuds to
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