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MR. WINI(LE.

MONG the tnree followers and -%vouId-be stauncli friends
of MNr. Pickwick, the one that attracts from readers

-. the rnajoritv of notice, is undoubtedly M'%r. Nathaniel
Xinkle. This personage, with the brilliant qualities

wvhich characterize hini, cati be ranked, without difficulty, aînong
the best productions of Dickens' imaginative genlus. Withiout
this individual's invigorating presence, niany chapters of Pickwick
Papers, in whichi he appears, %vould inevitably fait juta insignifi-

cance ; and chapters are flot few in wbici lie figures as the hiero.
The distinguishin- peculiarities of this conspicuous character

cati be comprised in a very feiw %vords: He cozu1d dio ~zyJi
This, you will admit, is an e&,tratordinatry suniming up of a man 's
propensities and poivers, but, ini the present case, it is inolvin- of
ail] correctniess. To tie questions, ""-\r. Winkle, cani you do this ?
cati you do that ?' lie alwavs had the seit-same answer, 4"Why, of
course 1 cain." Generally, throughi bis wvould-be knowledge, lie
brings hiniself into aggYravatin- scrapes, the cffects of wliichi,eithier
phx-sicallv or morally, last for a few subsequent weeks.

-On one occasion, MNr. Pickwick and bis ilbree friends, contemn-
platin- a journey, hired a vehiicle. It so bappencd, hoivever, thiat
said v'ehicle could accommodiate only three persons. Tiierefoire, an
extra horse was hired, and 'Mr. Winkle was fornially denmandcd if
lie could ride. This wvorthy hiad sonie doubts about bis equestrian
skill, for, as the reader niay readily conceive, lie liad tiever bcciî
on horseback in his life. Not wi-,liîg, hioiever, ta pass as an
igý-noramius on this scale, lie replied wviti _grea-,t bardihoozl: "« Cer-
tainly, 1 would enjoy it above ailltig. The reupon lie delib-
crately began to, climb the horse on the ivrang side, nîucli to tice
amusement of the proximate postboys.

'T'other side sir, if you pleaise," exclainied the bostier.
Wlhen mnounted, whichi position lie reacbied %vith as niuchi difli-

cultyas he mi-ht have experienced iii geuiing up tie side of a fit-st-
raterman-of-war, lie suarted off with bis bat over his cars« and shak-
ingras if lie would fait to pieces,from the violence of the excrcise. As
the party proceded, 'Mr. Pickivick havin- dropped is whip, -Nr.


