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distribution of rewards and punishrnents. So, too, the notion of. p-ýrsona1l
immortaiity and future accountabiiity, which is so cieariy brought to iight in
Scripture, lias seerned to the greatest thinkers of all ages the niost rationai

expianation of the riddies of this mortai, lifé. IlTo be, or flot to be '> is the

question whicb hias always occupied a forernost place in speculative thought,
as it has 'oeen the rnost passionate cry of the human heart. And thougli i

lias been answered with no dpgree of certainty, yet tbat the soul survives the
wreck of tbis niortal frai-ne is the issue to whiich Reason in its best inoods

lias been led. And that rnan is at discord with hirnseif, that biis relation with

wh'at is true and just and holy is discrdered, that hie is unabie to reniedy the

cvii which tortures and burdens bini, is a truth of naturai religion proclairned

alike by the expiatory sacrifices of the savages of Uganda, and tie penaiîce

and contrition of the cultured disciples of ' the Light of Asia." TYhe iîeed of
an atoning Saviour is flot a f.ruth made known to us by special revelation

oniy. It bas been prociaitned in ail literatures. It is biazoned forth ini the

pictorial writing of pagan Mexico and Peru. It is anniounced iii the biero-
glypbic and cuneiforin inscriptions of Bgypt and Assyria, wvbicli, notivith-

standing their advanced civilisations, wcre groping in spiritual darkncss.

X'et tbis trutb of tbe need of a perfect sacrifice for sin bias been so illurninaied

in Scripture that it cornes home~ to us with an ernphasis sucb as the world

that knew flot God bad not conceived.

The fundarnental doctrines of Scripture are thus seen to, bc such as

burn reason bias been vainiy striving to apprehiend cleariy by its owni lighi,

and wvhen subjected to the test of reason they prove tbernselves -%vorthy of al
acceptation. Wby, then, do any feel disposed to fling tbern aside for "a
different gospel îvbich is not anotber gospel ? " Somne reject thern because
they bave flot recognized tbieir supreme dlaim upon their inteilectual hornage.

Tbey have flot so carefully e\arnined the founidations of tbe Christian faitb as
to see that no assaults of unbelief can shake them any more tban the ragii-

waves of the sea car.n move the granite ciiffs against wbicb tliey are broken in

their fury. They are so fascinated by thie flegative conclusions vwhich specu-

lative thinkers are urging in tbe name of science and phiiosopby and historicai

criticism, tbat tbey adopt thern witbout weigbing wveii wbetber they deserve to

usurp the place of the old conceptions wbich bave corne down tbrougli the

centuries ieaving a traiiing dioud of glory bebind, thern. A great deat of wimat

is called liberalism. in the religious thougbt of our tirne, but wbicb is only a


