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LIFE OF MACKENZIE, AND

himself the enemy of the Reformers; and he brought

all the weight of his position to boar against them as

a f>arty. It was the general conviction of the popular

party, tlmt if Mr. Mackenzie's complaints of the un-

due return of Mr. Thompson hud gone before a com-

mittee of the House, he could not have hoped to obtain

justice ; a conviction which prevented others from

seeking to reclaim seats out of which they believed

they had been fraudulently cajoled. This was the

case of Mr. Samuel Lount, who was goaded into re-

bellion and hanged for high treason.*

The sense of injustice engendered by these means

rankled in men's minds ; and it tended to beget a fatal

resolution to seek redress by a resort to physical force.

* " On the 15th of February, 1837," Mr. Mackenzie related, " Mr. Samuel

Lount, the late upright and patriotic member for Simcoe, called at my house,

accompanied by Mr. Thrift Meldrum, Merchant and Innkeeper in Barrie,

and I mentioned to them that I was collecting ovidonco for a pamphlet to

expose the Government, as the Executive influence had cheated mo out of my
right to do so through an election contest for the Second Biding. Mr. Lount

took out his pocket memorandum book, and stated that Mr. Moldrum had

been requested to open his tavern for Robinson and Wickens, at the time of

the late election, and that he did so ; that since the election he (Meldrum) had

informed him (Lount) that on one occasion, he (Meldrum) accompanied Mr.

Wellesley Ritchey, the Government Agent, from Toronto to the Upper Settle-

ment; that Mr. Ritchey called him (Meldrum) to one side at Crew's tavern,

where the stage stopped, and told him that Sir Francis had employed him

(Ritchey) to give the deeds to the settlors in Simcoe, and that he (Ritchey)

wanted him (Moldrum) to assist in turning Lount out. Meldrum agreed to

do his best, opened his house, and says that Wickens paid him faithfully for

his liquor, &c. When Mr. Lount had read the above from his memorandum,

I asked Mr. Meldrum if he could swear to these facts, he said he could, for

they were perfectly correct. I then asked Mr. Lount, who gave me a number

of important facts, why he did not contest the election, and he told me it

would have been throwing £100 away, and losing time, for that no one

who knew who the members were, could for a moment expect justice from

them."


