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(ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SEVEN DEAD
IN BOYERTOWN THEATRE HOLOCAUST

More Victims May Be in the Ruins and.Half WillW
Not Be Identified

Whole Families Wiped Out and About Every Inhabitant
Lost Relatives---Scene Indescribable as Terror-Stricken
People Fought Their Way to Narrow Exit Only to Be
Drenched by Tank of Burning Oil Which Exploded--
Actor’s Curiosity Caused the Horror.

Boyertown, Pa., Jan. 14.—When night-
‘all put a stop to the work of recovering
the dead from the ruins of the Rhoades
Opera House, where last night’s holo-
taust occurred, the official roll of victims
pumbered 167. Whether any more bodies

sre buried beneath the ruins cannot be
positively stated, but it is the belief of

rescue. All this time the flames from the
oil tank were creeping toward the terrible
mass of people who avere frantically

shrieking and fighting to get out. The
noise was terrific and few heard the cries
of those who found the fire escapes. Some

>
There were fifty-five undertakers or their

of the bravest who had gained the fire
escapes pulled dozens from the (v,trugglingI

representatives in the town today and
there was plenty for them to do, as all
were called upon to assist in preparing!
the remains for inspection and identifica-
tion. Coroner Strasser says that not more
than 25 of the entire number of bodies
removed from the fire have heads. There

are several trunks that probably willl

never be identified as there were several
strangers in the audience that witnessed
the play.

NEW YORK T0 HAVE
CAFE SEATING 8,000

Will Be the Largest in the World—

MANAGER HERE

F. W. Morse Inspects Central
But Declines to Tell
Result

PREMIER WITH HIM

Commissioners Also in the Party--
G. T. P. Desirous to Serve St.
John and Reach Here by as Short
a Line as Possible.

F. W. Morse, general manager of the

Rental About $4,000,000 Yearly
—Roof Garden to Seat 4,000, |

'

New York, Jan. 13—Plans have been |

mass and directed them to the sides of | 4yoyn and practically all the leases signed

those who had charge of the gruesome| the building.
have be
i g o i Py gl Drenched With Burning Oil.

oved and that the total list of victims :
ill not go above 170. While the frenzied people were . fighting
The ratio of women and girls to men|to get down the front steps, the calcium
and boys is about nine to one. The work | light tank exploded and fire was spread
of identification will not be begun until| over the entire mass of people. This add-
tomorrow, as most of the bodies are still| ed horror was more than the feeble res-
lying in a confused state at the four im cuers could stand and in order to save
provised morgues. their own lives they were forced. to flee|
The inhabitants of the little borough in | down the fire escapes.
the Berks County hills, are tonight steep-| On the front steps outside the door, men

i

ed in grief. The calamity, terrible when
it is realized that the place has a popula-
tion of but 2,500, has paralyged the town
and the people are going about dazed.
They scarcely realize what has happened
and cannot believe that loved ones, friends |
or acquaintances, were lost in the awful{
panic and fire. It is safe to say thati
everybody in the place either lost one or|
more relatives, or was intimately acquaint-
ed with those who died in the fire.
In several cases whole families were wip-
ed out.

Identifications Rard.
It was almost daylight this morning be-

fore the flames were extinguished and res-
cuers were able to enter the ruins to re-|
move the dead. The morning was bitter |
cold and by the time the benumbed and
exhausted firemen Began the task of dis-|

entangling the mass of burned beams and |

the twisted iron, the entire’ ruins were;
coated with ice and there was danger of
the walls falling. The work went slowly
at first and it was 7 o'clock before the
first body was removed. Coroner Stras-
ser, of ‘Reading, who reached the scene
shortly after midnight last night, had a
detail of men ready to tag the bodies and
keep a record of the description of every
corpse removed. The bodies were so bad-
ly burned, however, that there was little
to describe by and it is safe to say that
not half the victims will ever be iden-
tified. '

There were many different stories as to
the exact cause of the panic and fire, and
there were several rumors of arrests, but

.the borough officials and the coroner to-

night denied that any action whatever had
been taken. The coronmer said that his
one thought was to get out all the bodies
before a sleet or snowstorm should set in
and hamper the work.

 The Rhoades Opera House was located
on the second floor of a three story brick

.building. The first floor was occupied by

a national bank and several stores and the
third floor was used for lodge-rooms. The
-entertainment hall was a large room about
fifty feet wide and seventy-five feet long.
It had no gallery. There was a stairway
at the front of the building and a narrow
exit in the rear of the stage. Fire escapes|
were built on both sides and on the front
of the building.

Room Was Packed.

So far as can be learned there were
about 425 persons packed in the room,
most of whom were adults. The number
of children present was comparatively
small. There were about sixty-seven per-
sons, all local talent, on the stage, who
were giving a performance of the Scot-
tish Reformation. The entertainment was
nearly over, the audience waiting for the
curtain to go up on the last part, when
something went wrong with the calcium
ligt apparatus that was perched on a
siall platform near the front entrance of
the building and at the back of the au-
dience. The light was in charge of H. W.
Fiecher, of Carlisle (Pa.), and he says a
rubber tube slipped from one of the tanks.
At any rate, there was a loud hissing
sound which caused many in the audience
to turn their heads in curiosity to see|

There was absolutely no panic up to
this time and nothing probably would

! The firemen from Pottstown found thel

have happened if one or more of the per-|
formers behind the curtain had not been|
curious to learn what was causing the

noise. Whoever they were, probably will F

never be known. Hearing the hissing
sound and the slight commotion in the audi-
ence one of the performers raised the
curtain from the floor. In front of the
curtain and serving as foot-lights was a
tin tank, perhaps eight feet long, three
inches wide and three inches high. ‘1t
contained coal oil and about ten lights.
In raising the curtain the performer ac-|
cidently turned this tank over and it fe‘.li
to the floor within a few inches of the|
pereons in the front row. The Rev. Ada.!
A. Weber, pastor of St. John’s Lnthemn!
church, for the benefit of whose Sunday |

pulled frantically to open way for the
wedged-in people, but- not more than half
a dozen were rescued in this manner.

The explosion of the calcium tank and
the flames from the front of the stage
which had, by this time, reached the|
struggling people made further rescue im-|
possible. The entire interior of the build-
ing was one eeething furnace. Firemen
threw a feeble stream of water into the
burning building, but it had no effeet on
the flames.

The cries of the unfortunate victims,
many with their clothing already ablaze.
and the moans of the dying were heart-|
rending. Fathers and brothers, frenzied
by’ the thought that loved ones were in
the fiery place, were compelled to re-
treat. Nothing could be done to get
their people out and they were forced to
stand by and watch the awful sacrifice of
life. Everything possible that could be
done to get the people out before the
flames reached them was resorted to, but
it was too late. The flames traveled with
the rapidity of a prairie fire.

When the flames had entirely enveloped
the building and threatened adjoining
property, the fire department of Potte-
town, nine miles distant, was sumnioned.

situation very bad and went to work
with a vim to stay the progress of the
flames. This was accomplished after the
building was entirely destroyed and sev-
eral adjoining structur¢s were badly dam-
aged.

Drunken Firemen Fight.

While the flames were being checked,
an unfortunate scene occurred. Some of
the firemén made frequent trips to near-
by saloons with- the result that toward
morning some of the men became un-
ruly. There were frequent fights and at
one time it looked as if the Pottstown
and Boyertown companies would become
involved in a free fight. It was only
through the good.work of the state police,
who had been summoned from their bar-
racks at Reading to aseist the town in
its affliction, that a more serious affray
did not occur.

The condition became so serious that
Burgess Kohler at 5 o’clock in the morn-
ing issued an order to all saloon keepers
within the borough to close their places.
The order was promptly complied with
and they will remain tclosed -until further
notice. ‘

When the flames were extinguished and
the rescuers entered the building a hor-
rible sight met their gaze. Bodies were
piled in one solid mass six feet high on
the second floor. So solidly were they
wedged that pickaxes and crowbars had
to be used gently to separate the victims.
As each victim was taken from the pile
a number tag was attached and the body
placed on boards, after which it was
taken to the morgues.

Dr. J. K. Evans, who supervised the re-
moval of the bodies on behalf of the coro-
ner, said that there were nine females
to one male victim. He did not believe
that ten per cent of the victims ‘would
ever be identified. In nearly every case
the upper portions of the bodies were
burned wesay and in a great many in-
stances the lower parts of the bodies
were not touched by the fire.

Boyertown, Pa., Jan. 15—Bearing  up
bravely under the awful blow which it
received in the destruction of Rhoades
Opera House by fire on Monday, this
thriving little borough today came to a
full realization of the fact that one-fif-
teenth of its population was wiped out of
existence by the holocaust.

The figures compiled by Coroner Stras-
ser at nightfall® show that there are 170
dead as a result of the fire. The list of;
dead includes one fireman who lost his
life fighting the fire and one man, Jacob !
Johnson, who died today from injuries |
received in the blazing playhouse. |

Three charred bodies were recovered
from the ruins of the building today and!

school the entertainment was being given, | of the 168 bodies, or remains, that lie m |
tried to pick up the tank with the as-| the improvised morgues, 115 have beenE
sistance of others, but before they could ! officially, or partially identified by sorrow-|
do so, the oil flowed out and caught‘ing relatives or friends. The privatei

fire. ;morgues in the town were not of suffi-
| clent size to receive the bodies of those
Mad Rush for the Door. | taken from the fire ruins and the public|

Then came the inevitable cry of “ﬁre”; echool was also used as a charnel house. |
and what followed would be impossible,| Here, where a number of the victims|

accurately, to tell. Every eye witness;
eays that the audience rose.en masse and |
the one impulse was to reach the front|
door. All attempted it, but few got out.,
The seats in the centre of the hall were!
of the usual folding variety, screwed to
the floor, while those along the sides of|
the hall were loose chairs. In the scram-|
ble to get out, many persons fell over the‘
chairs and were never able to regain their |
feet.

Those who did reach the front en-|
trance, found it jammed with people who
were fighting and shrieking to get out.
One of the double doors had been bolted
shut, the better to enable the ticket-taker
to take up tickets. Not more than two
persons could pass this door at one time
and after the first half dozen got through
the narrow passage it became clogged with
the struggling mass of humanity. Men,
women, boys, girls and chairs were tang-
Jed up in a solid mass that no one from
the outside was able to disentangle.

In the meantime someone discovered
that there were escapes on each side of
the building, and dozens ,made their exit
by those avenues of escape ‘and gave the
alarm. The fire bell was rung and the
whole town was rousef and went to the

went daily to their studies, the bodies:
were laid out in rows. Each bit of jew- !
elry or fragment of clothing picked up iu‘;
the blackened ruins was tagged, as were;|
their charred and blackened bodies or!
such portions of them as remained and !
all in search of missing loved ones were|
permitted to pass through the gruesome |
rows to make identifications. Few of the
bodies could be recognized by the features|
alone, as,/in most cases the upper portion
of the corpses was seared or burned to,
a Crisp. |

The «cenes at the morgue were heart-
rending. Children of tender years were,
in some cases, called to make the identifi-
cation of parents who went to an untime-
ly death in the fire-panic and again feeble
old men and women were racked with an-|
guish as they came upon some distorted |
body in which they recognized the form
of a lost son or daughter. |

Coroner Strasser opened an office to- |
night in the Mansion House and estab-!
lished a bureau of information where he |
granted death certificates and signed in-|
surance papers. |

The representatives of scores of insur-| Gen. Miles, has been bought by Robert

ance_companies are in Boyertown paying
off claims as fast as they are pre

A

for what is to be the largest restaurant
in the world, seating eight thousand per-
sons. It will occupy the entire block on,
the west side of Broadway, from Forty-
third to Forty-fourth streets, and- it will
have a roof garden that is to be an exact
reproduction in miniature of the gardens
of the Trianon at Versailles. The decora-
tions of the main restaurant are to be on
a grand scale and the entire structure is
to be executed on a plan of vastness and
beauty never before attempted in this
country.

Approximately $4,000,000 will be the ren-
tal involved for the grounds and the build-
ings, which are to be leased from the As-
tor estates for twenty-one years, with the
usual renewal privileges. Besides this
amount, which is to be guaranteed by a
bond of almost $1,000,000, the reconstruc-
tton of the present building and the com-
pletion of the new one, with the incidental
contracts attached thereto for the supply
of special features, will amount to half a
million dollars more.

All the money is already in hand. It
Las been underwritten by a group of cap-
italists whose personnel has not been re-
vealed. It is known, however, that the
backers of the plan have been found
among the wealthy coal men of Pennsyl-
vania. Not much of the money has been
found ir New York. /

From one of the prominent local hotels
the manager of the new enterprise will be
taken. Work is to be begun within a few
weeks, and it is expected the structure
will be ready for business by next Christ-
mas.

There have been many rumors regarding
the use to which the block mentioned,
which commands an unusually advantag-
eous site in the very heart of, the city’s
social, theatrical and restaurant centre,
would be put, but until now all the various
schemes have fallen through. In the pres-
ent instance all the details have been
closed, and there remain only a few minor
legal points to be settled before the actual.
work is commenced. The lawyers will
have removed the last obstacles by tomor-
row, it is announced.

The restaurant proper will occupy the
entire ground floor, 200 feet long. It will
seat comfortably 4,000 persons. There will
not be a pillar-or a balcony in the room.

At one end will be a band stand, and
there will be a band and orchestra of
international reputation to furnish music.
Special features are to be added from
time to time in the way of concerts by
noted singers.

But the real attraction will be on the
roof, where a real garden will be installed.
In the centre will be a fifty-foot lake. The
roof will be sodded and trees and shrub-
bery will make a 200-foot garden in the
centre of the city. During the summer it |
will be gntirely open save for awnings for
shade and in case of rain. In the winter
a glass cover and heat will be added, and
the garden used for balls and banquets.
This also will seat 4,000 persons.

CHARLOTTETOWN'S -
CVIC BUSINESS
WELL MANAGED

Charlottetown, P. E. 1., Jan. 14—
(Special)—Our city is strong tinancially
and the operations for the past year
have been very successful notwithstand-

ing the stringency in the money market.|

All of the five per cent debentures, that
matured during the year were re-sold at
four per-cent par, which means a saving
of interest amounting in twenty years co
more than six thousand dollars. This is
a record no other city in Canada can
beat.

This was a prominent statement in. the
address by retiring Mayor Paton, at th2
annual meeting of the city council last
night. The expenditure last year was
$105,193, and revenue $105,644, leaving a
surplus. :

The balance to the credit of the city at
the bapk on December 3lst. was $8,038.
Two miles of concrete sidewdlk were laid
during the year. All the reports submit-
ted at the meeting were satisfactory.

The water and sewerage commissioners
reported the year the,best financially in
the history of the works being $800 better
than the previous year. The health officer
reported 200 deaths in a population of
12,000.

SUDDEN DEATH OF
SUSSEX HOTEL MAX

Sussex, N. B., Jan. 16—Ira A. McLean,!

proprietor of the Depot House here, died ]
very suddenly this morning at 2.15 o’clock. |
Heart trouble is supposed to be the cause
of death. He was 36 years of age and was

in vxcellent health up to the time of his

death.

Deceased was widely known and his sud-
den death will be a great shock to his
many friends. He was the only son of the

late Arthur McLean. His mother is al-|

most heartbroken.

The funeral will take place Saturday
afternoon at 2.30 o’clock. Interment at
Upper Corner. Rev. Frank Baird will of-
ficiate.

The old headgear which Geronimo, the
Indian chief, wore in his last battle with

W. Wells, of Washington, and will be
given to the Smithsonian institution.

s (N

| tenants.

Grand Trunk Pacific, arrived in the city |
Tuesday night after inspecting the Central
Railway in company with Premier Robin-
son. Also in the party were H. A. Woods, :
assistant chief engineer, and John Arm-
strong, district engineer of the G. T. P.;
Senator King and Geo. McAvity, the Cen-
tral commissioners, and W. C. Hunter,
manager of the road. Hon. L. P. Farris
was of the party during a portion of the
! trip.
! Mr. Morse declined to say Tuesday night
. whether or not the Central would be pur-
' chased, nor would he discuss the condition
of the road.
| Messrs. Morse, Woods, Armstrong,Prem-
! jer Robinson, Senator King and Mr. Mec-
| Avity came to the city in Mr. Morse’s
private car International on the 9.20 train |
Tuesday. To a Telegraph reporter, Mr.!
Morse said he had never been here before |
but had desired for some time to come to |
New Brunswick. He had gone over the|
Moncton-Chipman séction of the G. T. P.
and was pleased with the work being done
by the contractors, Messrs. Corbett & |
Floesch. Mr. Woods added here that he,
too, was very well pleased.

Tuesday, he said, an inspection of the |

MLST BE CAREOL
JBOUT SETTLERS

Quality More Important Than
Quantity, Says R. L.
Borden

A DRASTIC BILL

Measure Introduced to Search Immi-
grants on Landing For Concealed
Weapons, and Deport Them if
Necessary—Canada Way Take Over
Esquimault, Says Brodeur.

Ottawa, Jan. 15—Mr. Cockshutt, of
Brantford, moved a resolution in the
house today to the effect that as great
congestion prevailed in the labor market
in industriai centres that only government
assistance should be given to agricultural!
laborers and domestic servants, and that
bonusee to individual agents should cease. |

Notable Meeting at
Ottawa

Eari Grey, Laurier, Borden

and Other Prominent Per-
sons Address Gathering of
Canadian Club Representa-
tives, Who Are a Unit for
Preserving the Historic
Ground.

Ottawa, Jan. 15—Representatives of the
" various Canadian clubs in the dominion,
. from Halifax and St. John on the Atlantic
to Victoria on the Pacific, were in Ottawa
today for the purpose of considering Lord
| Grey’s scheme for the nationalization of
: the battlefields of Quebec.
The Halifax club representagives were

| J. A. Chisholm, president, an® Senators

MacKeen and Ross. St. John was repre-
sented by Hon. Wm. Pugsley, W. E. Earle,

TO KEEP PLAINS OF
ABRAHAM SACRED

"ed tenements of Europe into the city of]| Wae held &b the governor-general'é office

Mr. Cockshutt started out by refuting| president of the local club; Dr. Daniel, M.
the statement of Mr. Oliver that he|P. and S. D. Scott. Bl
(Cockshutt) wanted to empty the crowd-| The delegates had luncheon at Govern-

ment House, and afterwards a meeting |
Brantford. This was said against him to devise ways and means for the further-
(Cockshutt) because he had forwarded to! ﬂllCe_of ﬁhe object which the gathering
ihie minister a letter with an @il e Tt I8 Vin

i from an information bureau in Brantford

suggesting the locating of a few working-
men from the congested parts of the land.
That letter should have been returned to
him, but it was not and ‘had been used
for an improper purpose.

He (Cockshutt) denied that he was a
member of the Manufacturers’ Association,
which was held responsible for the ine
formation bursau to which he referred.

In the evening there was a meeting in
| the Russell Theatre. The speakers were
i Lord Grey, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, R. L.
‘[ Borden, Lord Aylmer, Speaker Sutherland,
1Speaker Dandurand and Deputy Speaker
!Marci]. Mr. Hill, president of the Ottawa

i society, presided. The secretary readitelg-
{grams and'letters of regret from the vari-
ous governors of the provinces at their not
_being able to be present. A letter was

! read from Premier Murray, of Nova Sco-

Central Railway was made on a speciali He dwelt at length on the class of immi-! tia, and another from Premier Robinson,

1

trip over the line. .

Asked if he hdd come here by arrange-
ment with the government, he replied that
he had for some time been desirous of
ccming. There had been negotiations as
to the Central road between the govern-
ment and the 'G. T. P. He said the latter
were anxious in their development to de-
vise some scheme Wwhereby they might
gerve St. John and reach here with as
short a line as possible. They wanted a
share of the business. It had been sug-
gested that the New Brunswick Coal &
Railway road might be utilized ™ that
connection.

Asked as to how he found the road, Mr.
Morse said he could not discuss that now,
he could say only that no decision as to
whether or not it would be purchased had
been reached. There was figuring to be
done and no decision would be given dur-|
ing this visit. |

On being questioned, Mr. Morse saic®
the idea in the negotiations was that some
portion of the Central line would be used |
as a link in the G. T. P. if it could be|
utilized. {

Mr. Morse was asked about the reporti
from Ottawa that the commission build- |
ing the eastern section of the G. T. P.|
might build a railroad down the St. John !
river valley and lease it to the G. T. P.|
He said many schemes were talked of but |
he did not know of that one. i

Premier Robinson, when seen later, said-
he could not tell the result of Mr. Morse's |
inspection of the Central line. Mr. Marse

came here, he saidon G. T. P. business
and not alone to go over the Central. “We
have been negotiating with the G. T. P.
sbout a sale,” said Mr. Robinson, “and
the government are willing to sell or lease
on advantageous terms.”

Senator King and Mr. McAvity said they
could say nothing as to the result of Mr.
Morse’s inspection. Senator King added
that Messrs. Corbétt and Floesch Tues-
day began laying six miles of temporary
track from Chipman to the point where
their Chipman-Moncton - contract begins.
This will be used for transporting supplies.

!

BOLD HOLD UP :

i
|

[F POSTMASTER

grants that Canada was getting and that
it ought to get.

Mr. Oliver in reply said that Mr. Cock- |

shutt appeared not only to be opposed to
original documents being produced but
was opposed to copies being read to the
house. The letter of Mr. Cockshutt en-
closing the information bureau was not a
private one, it was dealing with a public
question. = Indeed it was a public docu-
ment and should be placed before the
house. The letter was not a private one
and it was not marksd private or con-
fidential. -

Quality the Main Thing.
R. L. Borden in discussing the resolu-

tion said that the time had come for the;

serious consideration of this matter. He
was not prepared to adopt the United
States system of putting a head tax on
immigrants, but the tim: had come in
Canada when we should cease paying out
of the treasury sums of money because
Canada had a country soffering homes and
inducements to the immigrants more than
the Upited States.

It was better to go slow and look to!

quality mors than quantity. The history

of the United States was before us. The

problem which arose in a democratic coun-
try could mot be properly solved unless
the people who entered the country were

| eminently capable of understanding Can-
| adian institutions. It was for these reasons

quality would have to be looked to in the

| future more than quantity in respect to
! immigration.

Mr. Johnston moved an amendment that
the house approves of the encouragement
given by the government to farmers, farm
laborers, railway laborers and female do-
mastics coming to Canada. \

The hour for the adjournment arrived.

and the debate went over.
Would Search Immigrants.

E. M. Lewis, who represents West Hu-
ron, introduced his bill in the house today

| to amend the immigration act to permit !

of searching immigrants for concealed
weapons. It gives power to the minister
to deport such immigrants. Mr. Lewis

has another bill in preparation dealing:

with parties found guilty of using the
knife. The bill was read a first time.

In answer to Mr. Smith, Nanaimo, Mr.
Oliver said that complaints had been made

| regretting they were not able to be in at-
| tendance, but at the same time heartily
| approving of the proposition? In conclud-
, ing, Mr. Hill called upon Lord Grey.

| Barl Grey's Address.

| The governor-general said:

This great meeting, convened by the
(Canadian Club. of Ottawa, rejoices my
heart above any other incident that has
occurred in Canada since I became 'gov-
ernor-general. What does it mean? It
means that the Canadian clubs will know
no party narrower than the state, repre-
senting a latent national force existing 2
every heart of the dominion ready for ac-
tion whenever the occasion demands a
clean call to the performance of duty by
the rank and file of the dominion.
| I congratulate the officers and members
iof the Canadian ‘Club of Ottawa on the
| spirited action they have taken and thank
! them and all Canadian clubs, and espec-
!ially the Canadian Club of Edmonton, for
the most welcome assistance and support
they have given and are giving in response
to my appeal to celebrate the approaching
Champlain tercentenary by rescuing the
famous battlefields of ‘Quebec from’ their
present condition of neglect.

The present is an occasion of which no
party sectarian or sectional narrowness
can mar the harmony of our proceedings
or weaken the unity of our action. We
are met here to conmsider what can be
done to celebrate the approaching tercen-
tenary of Quebec in a manner which shall
be worthy of Quebec, Canada and the em-
pire. It has been agreed with a unani-
u'rity which appears to be as intense as
it is widespread making itself felt in en-
thusiastic and- sympathetic gusts from
across the seas that there can be no bet-
ter way of doing honor to what may be
roughly regarded as the 300th birthday
of Canada than by taking the necessary
measures to secure the nationalization of
the battlefields of Quebec.

Immortal Associations.

The immortal associations which cling
round the battlefields of Quebec are the
| precious inheritance of Englishmen,Seotch-
men, Irishmen and Frenchmen. They
contain enough and more than enough to
feed and stimulate the national pride of
all, no matter whether they be of Brit-
ish or of French descent.

| to the .government concerning the treat-| There is another aspect from which

e—— | ment of immigrants by shipping companies | the battlefields of Quebec should be spec-

Masked Man Forces Him to Handi

bringing people to Canada.
Mr. Brodeur, answering Mr. Smith, said

| jally dear to you. It was on the battle-
| ields of Quebec that French and British

OVBI' $570 and HIS G°|d WatCh. * i that the naval station at Esquimalt had | parentage gave birth to the Canadian na-

! not yet been taken over by Canada. It|

P

Hanover, N. H., Jan. 15—Postmaster L.
F. Sampson was held up at the point of a |
revolver by a masked man in the Hanover |
post office tonight and robbed of $570 and |
a gold watch. The robber escaped.

During the evening Postmaster Sampson |
and Assistant Postmaster Kewe "were in |
the office and, just before closing time,
Kewe went to the basement to fix the
fires for the night. He left Postmaster
Sampson sitting at a desk in the back
part of the office, arranging his cash.
Sampson had placed.$570 in envelopes pre-
paratory to depositing it in the safe, and
had the envelopes right before him on the
desk. Suddenly he heard a crash of glass
from the window at his side and turning
his head, looked into the muzzle of a re-|
volver held by a masked man standing on |
the opposite side of the window. The rob-
ber demanded that the money be handed
‘over to him. After the robber had obtain-
ed all the money in sight he demanded
the postmaster’s watch. The watch was
turned over to the robber, who disappear-
ed. Sampson was so overcome by the
shock and loss of the money that he faint-
ed and was found in a semi-conscious con-
dition by Kewe when he returned from
the basement.

Postmaster Sampson is unable to give a
description of the robber.

Become a Cadet Compsany.

The St. Stephen’s company, Boys’ Bri-
gade, under an order from the militia de-
partment, Ottawa, has been made a cadet |

might be shortly.

In reply to Mr. Smith, Nanaimo, Sir
Frederick Borden said that sixty-cight offi-
cers and 1,219 non-commissioned officers
and men of a permanent corps were sta-

| tioned at Halifax. There were thirteen

officers and 149 non-commissioned officers
and men of the permanent corps stationed
at Esquimalt.

VOTE AGAINST NEW
COURT HOUSE FOR
CARLETON COUNTY

Council, Fifteen to Nime, for Post-
ponement of Proposal—Scott Act
Inspector Reappointed.

Woodstock, N. B., Jan. 15—The county
council concluded ite business today. The!
most important subject was a resolutien .
as to building a new court house on the'
motion of Coun. Brown, of Northampton,;
that plans and specifications be asked for:
the erection of a court house in the town':
and that tenders be asked for the sale of
the property at Upper Woodstock. g !

An amendment was moved by Coun Mel- |
ville, of Pezl, seconded by Coun. Bradley,
of Brighton, that the matter be postpon-

i ed for another year. The amendment car-

ried by a vote of 15.to 9. . .
A delegation from the hospital waited

| tion. Today the inhabitants of the do-
| minion are neither English or French.
i They stand before the world,not as Eng-
| lish or French but as Canadians. It is
i from the inspiring standpoint of Canadian
| nationality that the proposal to celebrate
1 the 300th birthday of Canada by the na-
| tionalization of the famous battlefields of
| Quebec should win the enthusiastic. sup-
! port of every patriotic Canadian. If we
| regard the question sectionally, T would
lask where is the well-informed Breton to
| be found, no matter in what part of the
! empire he may reside, who has not a per-
| sonal interest in the Plains of Abraham,
| where the cornerstone of greater Britain
was laid? I might say the same of every
! well informed American. It is -known
! that the battlefield of 1759 was the parch-
| ment on which in 1775 the Declaration of
| Independence was inscribed.

If the battle of the plains decided the
! fate of North America it is equally certain
that the battle of Ste. Foye won for the
French-Canadians the secure enjoyment of
their language, their religion and their
laws. The nationalization of the battle-
fields is thus a concentration of those
principles which have enabled the British
government to win the heartfelt loyalty of
all the eelf-governing denominations of
the British crown and which made the
British empire the most potent force for

i the spread of freedom and righteousness

that the world has ever seen.
Would Erect a Statue of Peace.

It is my hope that the result of this
meeting may be the creation of an or-

company and their instructor, James Bu- | ypon the board and gave a satisfactory ac-' ganization which will endeavor to bring

chanan, is made cadet honorary major and |
instructor. J. L. Heans is cadet captain;;

| W. H. Arbo and K. D. Spear, cadet lieu- |

quicker aaf any other
medicinfa#r your money ba
of succeSs commend Shil
50c., $1.

count of the operation of that,institution
and a grant of $750 was given.

Some disatisfaction was expressed at

fe conduct of the Scott act officer, but
after a debate Inspector Colpitts was re-
appointed. Growing out of the discussion
a wordy debate was conducted by S. B.
Miller, of Hartland, who was heard be-
fore the board, and Coun. Bradley, the
former charging the latter with officious-
ness in Scoth-act matters.

o7

toba Telephone Commission

Winnipeg, Jan. 15—(Special)~Members
of the commission of the government tele-
phones system in Manitoba were named
this morning by the government.- F. C.
Patterson is chairman. The other mem-
bers are W. H. Hayes and H. J. Horan.
The commission took charge of the system
this morning. There was no particular
ceremony in turning it over.

before every Breton the opportunity of
associating himself with the battlefields
of Quebec and the principles they repre-
sent through the medium of a emall con-
tribution to the Champlain tercentenary
and Quebec battlefields fund.

You are aware that I have proposed
that a statue of peace should be erected
at the extreme edge of the citadel rock of
Quebec, where is may be the first object
visible to incoming vessels on rounding
the point of the Isle of Orleans. The
statue of peace must not be banal or vul-
gar with flowing and windy draperies. 1t
must be noble, calm, majestic, reproach-
ful, the arms outstretched forward with
the palms slightly downward as though
blessing the incoming ships and the eyes
Jovingly bent on the people below. On the
base of the statue can be represented dif-
ferent phases of Canadian life.

Gténtlemen, I.hope every Canadian boy

able by the payment of a few cents to
associate himself with the 300th birthday
of Canada and with the battlefields of
Quebec, which gave to the French-Cana-
dians good government and a place within
the empire; to the British half a continent
on this side of the Atlantic and an empire
of self-governing dominions, and to the
United States their independence. To be
able to associate oneself with such events
through the modest medium of a quarter
or a mnickel is a privilege which does not
often come within the reach of any genera-
tion and my hope is that every public-
epirited Breton wherever he may reside,
may not be slow to avail himself of his
opportunity.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier, who followed Lord
Grey, delivered one of the finest orations
he probably ever made, and he has made
many. The premier was there to give his
cordial support to jthe idea launched by
the governor-general, an idea which should
have long ago been carried out, and was
altogether too long forgotten. That idea
would radiate from the old city of Quebec.
through the west, over , hills and dales,
until it reached the two oceans, and that
idea was that we should dedicate and con-
secrate the ground around the old citadel
of Quebec and make it a national property,
because it has been hallowed by the most
Leroic blood. In no part of the earth was

ground more sacred to be found. The his-
tory of the world was a record of sanguin-

ary wars between nations, and three-
fourths of the pages were narratives of
battles between man amd man. Some of
them were forgotten and some of them
were living in the memory of man.

The battlefields of Greece against Per-
sian invasion 3,000 yéars ago are still pre-
served.” But nowhere in the world wae
there a gredter conflict than there was at
Quebec between French dash and British
resolution.

Sir Wilfrid then drew a graphic picture
of the long duel between General Wolfe
and General Montcalm, until finally the
British flag was placed on the citadel. It
was one of the murderous battles. The
two generals lost their lives, also three
general officers of the French and most of
the British officers . were disabled. But
peace was not long maintained. The seeds
of discord spread among the English, and
{wenty years later British authority was
saved by the very men who were defeated
on the Plains of Abraham.

British subject and British citizen, as he
was, he did not forget that the same blood
ran in his veins as of the men who stood
by England when she was discarded by
her own kith and kin. The scene of that
conflict was altogether: too long neglected,
snd the idea of his excellency should have
that support which it deserved, not to
erect a monument to the god of war but
to the angel of peace.

Could anything more fitting be accom- "~

plished by the Canadian people to symbe-
lize the reconciliation of the two races
which now make a proud and happy Can-
adian people? Can we wish a more noble
idea than to have on the ground of the
last conflict the angsl of peace raising her
wings toward heaven? With all his heart he
hoped to see soon a statue of the angel of
peace raising its wings toward heaven, so
that the man who comes from abroad! or
the Canadian shall have that statue in his
mind first and last; so that from the
Heights of Abraham we shall see pro-
claimed “Glory to God in the heaven,
peace and good will on earth to men.”

R. L. Borden.

R. L. Borden made an excellent. speech
supporting the movement so happily in-
augurated by his excellency, which as Sir
Wilfrid happily said had been too long de-
layed. An eloquent reference was made to
the issues which hung upon the various
battles upon the Plains of Abraham, but
he did not remember it had been included
among those which were numbered by an
English author, who wrote a work upon
the decisive battles of the world, though
he thought it should be so classed. As a
new day grew out of night for the Saxon
people from the battle of Hastings, s0 a new
day grew out of night for the French-
Canadian people after the battle of the
Plains of Abraham. From this battle came
to them greater civil and religious liberty
than would have been theirs if -the issue
had been different. This was a battle in
which the palm went not only to the vie-
tors but to the vanquished, while these
two great races today have as their herit-
age the duty of carrying high among the
nations of the world that Canada, which
is ours and of maintaining Canada as one
of the greatest nations which owe allegi-
ance to King Edward, the peace nfaker.

“T would be glad to have marked other
battlefields where our countrymen have
shown they were not slow to spring to
arms. I would mention Chateauguay,
Chryslers Farm and Stoney Creek, where
both French and English fought valiantly
that this country might remain British.

“I hope the project for the monument
which his excellency has suggested will be
carried to a successful issue. It must be
a great popular movement throughout
Canada and the empire. When the monu-
ment is erected it shall be erected not
only as a lasting and enduring monument
to the great memories of the past, but to
the great hopes of the future.”

The meeting was also addressed by
Speaker Dandurand, Speaker Sutherland,
Major General Lord Aylmer and Deputy
Speaker Mareil.

The robe which John Wesley wore

when he was christened over 200 years:

ago is mow the property of Miss Emily
Pashley, of Worksop, England, it having
come to her from her grandfather, at
whore house Wesley lived for a time when
but an infant. ;
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