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HAULTAIN'S LETTER
* CAUSES HOT DEBATE

Laurier Says That He and

Northwest Premier Couldn’t

Agree oa School Clause, and it Was Useless to Discuss it
—Hints That Amendments May Be Made---Foster and
Fitzpatrick Induige in Some Heated Remarks.

Ottawa, March 15.—(Special)—There is
considerable talk here about referring the

- educational clause of the Autonomy Bii

to the judicial committee of the lmperial
Privy Council, to ascertain if it is within
the constitution, but nothing ouicial can
‘be obtained on the subject.

‘R, L. Borden, opposition leader, on mo-
Borden, leader of the opposition, on mo-
tion to go into supply in the house today
brcught up the Haultain letter in refer-
ence to the autonomy bill. He said that
in discussing the letter of Mr. Haultain
he did not intend to go into the merits
of the question, but merely to confine
himseli to the circumstances under which
the bill was introduced.

In 1903 he (Borden), had introduced a
motion in favor of granting autonomy to

; the Northwest Territories, but it was

voted down. Last year, before the gen-
eral election, ‘Sir Wilfrid Laurier had
written Premier Haultain informing him
that after the general election, when there
would be a larger representation from the
west, a oconference would pe held for the

- purpose of giving autonomy to the terri-
tonies

Tbt; member for Edmonton, who refus-

ed to vote for his resolution because he

did not know the terms of autonomy,

¢wtllowe&\t);e proposition of the premier.
He (Borden) had defined his position on
the land question and also on the tax ex-
emption question.

Laurier's Great Haste. ,

: Mr. Sifton, two years ago, said that the

: question of autonomy cowd nct be taken

Qintheubnnceoer.Fielding,butthe

jer did not wait for either.Sifton or
‘Fielding, and notwithstanding all this
baste, said Mr. Borden, not one step has
Mpeen taken to advance the bill since in-

froducing it.
. “Why, was it,” he asked, “that the

Brst minister did not oconsult his col-
Jeagues? Wag it because some of them
‘sreve wavering that the bill was rushed
through and introduced before the arrival

- of t;v,ro strong men, kike Sifton and Field-

ing. :
Speaking in the west, Mr. Sifton said
that the bill was to be a ¢ontract between
the  Northwest Territories and the rest

_of the dominion, but, said Mr. Borden,

the Northwest, compriging some 500,000

' _people, was not consulted, as he had al-

ready said, Mr. Sifton was not consulted.

. Mr. Haultain eays he was not consulted

/in reference to the educational clause un-

“4i1 tthe noon of the day of its introduction,

and no one from the west evidently was
taken into the confidence of the govern-
ment, on the subject unless it were the
seven Liberals, who represented the ter-
ritories in the house. He took it that

i the educational clauee was the result of

Bqlon Wants to Enow.

Mr. Borden wanted to know why the
Jeader of the government had not con-
sulted the pcople of the west. He also
wanted to know if there were to be any
amendments to the bill, and if it were
true that a reference of the educational
clause was to be made to the Supreme

.

Laurier Replies.

Sir ‘Wikfrid Laurier referred to the post-
ponement of the discussion from yester-
day and to the fact that the leader of the
opposition had been indulging in *‘Serap-
book” oratery again.

Sir Wilirid said: “Mr. Borden has
come to the conclusion that this bill has

" been too hastily prepared. 'As evidence

he tells us that though given the first
reading on February 21 it has not yet been
for a second reading. That is true,

. but it makes my heart sink to think that
. whatever we do, we are always reproached
& by the other side with having done some-

thing wrong.

“I had scarcely taken my meat after
moving the first reading when Dr. Sproule,
who sits beside the leader of the opposi-
tion, arose and said: ‘This is an dmport-
ant bill and I ask that a large number of
copies be printed as there are many ap-
plications for it. I would suggest that a
second reading might be delayed for some
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period until there has been an oppor-
tunity to hear from those who arethe
most interested, the people of the North-
west.

“This request seemed to be not unreas-
onable, 1 thought it- would be advisable
that all parties in this .country should
have opportunity to digest the provisions
of this bill. Again Dr. Sproule said of the
bill; “The later the second reading comes
on the better for our aims and desires.

~I thonght by giving the opportunity
asked for by Dr. Sproule, to have this bill
read and digested I was conferring upon
him a favor and meeting the wishes of
the leader of the opposition. This appears
to have been a sad mistake on my part, a
mistake which I shall perhaps be slow to
commit on future occasions.

Schdol Clause the Only Obstacle

M. Borden has found evidences of hasty
preparation in the generel scope. I do
not agree with this. It is true that Mr.
Haultain takes exception to almost every
provision of the bill, but if I am to judge
from the expressions of opinion which are
coming in from all parts of the country,
there is only one feature of the bill, and
that is the school clause, which has caused
any comment.

With regrad to the number of provinces
to be created, to the land question, to
the financial question and to all the other
proposals of the bill I bave yet to learn
that exception has been taken. The
house every day receives many petitions
but they refer only to the school ques-
tion.

School Question ‘‘ Tender
Ground.” 4

“I know that in dealing with this ques-
tion we are walking upon tender ground.
It shall be my duty, at some time to dis-
cuss it but 1 do not intend to say any-
thing of its merits at the present time. 1
take issue with Mr. Borden when he says
that the bill bears evidence of hasty pre-
paration and I claim that on the contrary
1t bears evidence of having been discussed
thoroughly and prepared with great care
and deliberation. .

1f the educational clause were eliminated
I do not think the bill would then re-
ceive a word of criticism.

«Mr. Borden says that we have not con-
sulted Mr. Haultain sufficiently. ‘Upon
this point I am prepared to give him all
the satisfaction that he is entitlefi to. 1
do mot think it advisable to give informa:
tion as to our conferences with Mnuanlém
as to our conferences with Mr. Hanltain-
and Mr. Bulyea as the conference were
confidential, there was no secretary, 0O
records kept. It was simply an inter-
change of opinion across the table.

Differs With Haultain.

«] am still of the opinion that it is
somewhat risky to tell exactly what took
place at a conference, the proc_-efsdmgs of
which are not recorded in writing. Mr.
Haultain thinks differently. I do ‘pot
know that Mr. Haultain in the letter that
he has addressed to me has improved the
criticism which he makes of the bill when
e complains that he had not received due
consideration. In his letter, Mr. Haul-
tain says:”’

‘I must take strong exception to the
way in whioh the subject of education
has been treated both in the conferences
and in the bills, I must remind you of
the fact that your proposition was not
laid before my colleagues and myself un-
til noon of the day upon which you in-
troduced the bill. Up to that time the
question had mot received any attention
beyond a casual reference to it on the
previous Friday and I certainly believed
that we should have an opportunity of
discussing your proposals before 12 o’clock
on the day the hills received their first
reading.’

“Sp it appears, according to this testi-
mony of Mr. Haultain, that this matter
was twice considered by the conference,
on February 21, and on the Friddy previ-
ous. .1 do not propose, like Mr. Haul-
tain, to go into the particulars of what
took place at the conferences. I will take
his own language. It is true that we dif-
fer from him on eeveral matters: On the
land matter; on the irrigation matter, and
on the number of provinces which should
be created. But on the point by Mr.
Haultain, that the educational clauses had
not received fair consideration he states
the question was debated on the Friday
previous to February 21. He calls this
casual consideration only, but this is the
retsult of having mo written record.
Thinks Clause Was Well Dis-

cussed.
§at may have heen casual to Mr.
ain may have Deen thorough to
soffebody else; what may have been pass-
iffe for him, may have been sufficient for
omebody else. I have only to say that
at the discuesion which took place Febru-
ary 21, Mr. Hau'tain and the members
«f the council there revealed the fact
that while he had one view we had an-

es | other with regard to the educational

clauses. He tock the ground that sec-
tion mine of the British North America
act applied mechanicaldy to the new prov-
ince, we held that it did not apply me-
chanically, but that it should be made to
apply in the legis'ation offered to the
house, subject only to such modifications
as the circumstances of the new provinces

distant difference of opinion between our-
selves and Mr. Haultain. The bill before
the house indicates what our opinions

were,

“The letter of Mr. Haultain speaks of
the views he laid before the committee
of the council, that the B. N. A. act ap-
plied mechanically to the provinces and
that there was therefore no necessity of
going beyond section 20 of the bill, We
said no; we agree that section 93 must go
into this bill, but we think it should de
done legislatively, subject to such modifi-
caticms as are called for by the present

#ai1 | conditions, of the people.

“There was our difference, therefore we
knew exactly what our position was and
what the position of Mr. Haultain was,
and although we might have discussed the

would warrant. There was, therefore, a|
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question for a month or for a year there
would have remained the same difference.
We knew exactly the line of cleavage be-
tween us. We said to Mr. Haultain, we
do not agree with you, perhaps you are
right, perhaps wrong, but at any rate that
is our way of thinking amd we will pre-
pare the clause according to our view,
which we will submit to you. When the
clauge was prepared it was submitted to
him. It was open to him to discuss it,
but after he had taken his position and we
had takem ours, I do not suppose there
would have been much to accomplish by
discussion.

Says Haultain Had Nothing to

Complain Of.

“That is the position of the matter, and
1 leave it to the house to say whether,
under such circumstances, we have mnot
given Mr. Haultain and Mr. Bulyea and
the members representing the Northwest
‘L'erritories every opportunity to be heard
by us and to have their views presented
and thoroughly considered.

“Bvery impartial man who reads the let-
ter of Mr. Haultain will come to the con-
clusion, after the explanation I bave
given, that there was nothing to complain
of on their part. The subject was thor-
oughly threshed out on the first day on
which it was taken up, and after that we
placed before the house the result of our
deliberations.

“Mr. Borden has pressed for informa-
tion on other subjects; I do not think this
oceasion calls for more information than I
have given on former occasions, It shall
be the duty of the government at the
proper time to give the house all the in-
formation that is neceseary for the proper
discussion of the bill.

Are Considering Amendments.

“My honorable friend has asked me if
we are contemplating any amendments to
the bill. 1 do not know that any wrong
will be done to anybody if we are. Would
it be the first time that a government
should eee whether it was possible to
satisfy all sections of the country? In view
of the petitions that we have been pre-
sented with from one quarter and an-
other, would it be wrong if the govern-
ment said, we will reconsider our position
and see whether or not we can satisfy the
country?

“I am sorry my honorable friend has
treated the subject a little more lightly to-
day than I would have expected him to do
on an occasion of this kind.

“We have the spectacle today of peti-
tions being presented asking that the edn-
cational clause be removed from the bill,
and numerous other petitions asking that
the bill be not passed in its present form.
This is a very ddlicate subject. It is not
the first time that the question of educa-
tion has come before parliament. Upon
every occasion that it has emgaged the at-
tention of parliament—in 18723 regarding
the New Brunewick school; in 1875 re-
garding the Northwest Territorias schools,
and again dn 1896 regarding the Manitoba
schools—there has always been an exhibi-
tion of sentiment and of eontrary opinions.

“Sir, if it be true that we are still con-
sidering the position that we have taken in
the present case, i3 there a man in the
house, on either side, who will say that
we are.not doing right in thinking twice
before taking a final stand upon this sub-
jeet?

“Sir, I have some sense of the responsi-
bility that attaches to those entrusted with
administering the country’s affaims. Yet,
whenever a matter of this kind comes up
the govarnment encounters unexpected dif-
ficulties. Perhaps, therefore, there is
some reason why a government should be
slow to take any action and ehould be
slow incoming to a final decision. 1 have
spoken of the violence of the sentiments
exhibited. I do not eay that offensively,
jor I know that it would be a great mis-
take if [ were to say anything offensive
on this point. I know that public pas
sions—strong passions are not always ig-
noble—sometimes, on the . contrary, they
are only the exaggeration of a moble senti-
ment, but even the exaggeration of a noble
sentiment may lead to outbursts of public
paseion.

Won’'t Commit Himself.

“L may tell my honorable friend, if he
wants to know, that this subject has given
me a great deal to think about and, if it
is possible to amend this bill the govern-
ment meed not fear to consider the mat-
ter. More I will not say at present. This
1 will say, that we are thinking upon these

| mattens that it is our duty to do so, aud

the result of our deliberations shall he
given in due time to the house. At pres-
ent I think [ have given my hounorable
friend all the answer to avhich he is en-
titled.” (Cheers).

Mr. Northrup, Hastings, protested
against any reference to the supreme
court, although he admitted there was
room for doubt on the constitutional ques-
tiom.

Mr. McCarthy (Calgary), Mr. Lake
(Q’Appele), and Dr. Roche (Marquette),
all took the view that the west had not
been properly consulted through the min-
ister of the interior and Mr. Haultain.

Foster's Pointed Questions.

Hon. Geo. E. Foster said that the day
was not a barren one. He complained
that ministers were absent from their
seats during the greater part of the dis-
cussion. The western members on the
Liberal side were silent. Why was it
that they did not talk? Tn 1896 the Lib-
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WONDERFUL EFFECT

erals were not silent. Like whipped chil-
dren they took their medicine now. Some
of the ministers coupted for something.
Two of them were forestalled.

Why was it, said Mr. Foster, that the
bill was introduced behind their backs?
In 1896 the position of Sir Wilfrid Laurier
was a brave one. He was now shorn of his
feathers and stripped of the homors he
had then worn. On that occasion Sir Wil-
frid was the chempion of provineial
rights. Today he had lost. the esteem of
thousands.

He (Foster) wanted to know if the
premier embodied any of the result of
conference he had with the exeentive of
the Northwest in the educational clause.
He wanted to know if the educational
clause represented the views of any of the
members of the west now. He denied that
it did and defied any one to get up and
say so. ‘If the geographical division as to
ministers were applicable to a Foster, it
ought to be good enough for a Sifton.

Says Mulock Agreed to Clause.

Today the west had not a friend in the
cabinet. The postmaster general was not
afraid of the west because he agreed to
the clause. (How long were they going to
keep the port folio of the interior vacant?
‘I'he premier knew how to use these minis-
terships dangling before the members from
the west. There ~was patronage and
splendor arounfl it. But it would not zo
to the man who would not stand by the
premier. Where was the minister of fin-
ance. The opinions and convictions of Mr.
Sifton and Mr. Fielding were the same.
But one went out and the otner did not.

Mr. Foster maintained that the premier
did not answer thé question why he was
going on with the bill in the absence of
an accredited representative from the
west. The question of separate schools
was not involved. 1t was purely a consti-
tutional matter. The premfier, he said,
challenged the public school system and in
that way raised the sectarian cry.

Fitzpatrick's Heated Remarks.

Mr. Fitzpatrick, in reply to Mr. Foster,
said that the leader of the government
had not lost the respect of any man in the
country whose respect he valued. As to
the position of the leader of the govern-
ment in 189§ on provincial rights, it was
such as to be endorsed in 1900 and again
in 1904 by the people of the country.

He accused the opposition of stirring up!
race prejudice, passions and religious dis- |
putes in this country. In connection with
this bill the opposition were now appeal-
ing to Protestant passions, just as in 1896
they were appealing to Roman Catholic
prejudices. He not only said so, but he
was going to prove it. In this connection
he declared the Conservatives were circu-
lating petitions in Quebec to force the
bill through and outside of Quebec to have
it amended.

Mr. Borden denied that hé had aany-
thing to do with these petitions.

My. Fitzpatrick said that the secretary
of the Jucques Cartier Club had circulated
the petitions in Quebec and it was well
known who was circulating them else-
where.

Mr. Fitzpatrick said that the govern-
ment had the advantage of the draft bill
of Mr. Haultain in preparing the autono-
my bill. Every line of the bill was dis-
cussed with the representatives of the
west except the educational clause.

In regard to the educational clause, it
was discussed on the Friday before the
bill was introduced with Haultain and the
other western representatives when he and
Haultain took different views concerning
it

The minister of justice said that his
view was that the bill should contain a
plain clause that all would understand
Such a clause was inserted, which in his
opinion only gave the Northewst those
school rights which are now enjoyed there.
Some regard should be had for forty per
cent of the people of this country.

In conclusion Mr. Fitzpatrick said that
it was all very to cry peace, but there
could be no peace but that which was
based upon justice and equal rights to
every man in this country.

- Mr. Bennett (Simcoe), and Mr. Boyce
(Algoma), followed.

CANADA TO TAKE
CHARGE ON JULY 1

Canadian Officers to Be In Command
at Halifax and Esquimault

Ottawa, March 14—(Special)—On July 1
next Canada will take over the command
of the garrisons at Halifax and Esquimault,
the details having been completed be-
tween the imperial and dominion govern-
ments. A Canadian officer will be placed
in command.

It is likely that the new commander for
the forces at Halifax will be the D. O. C.
for the Halifax district. All the principal
officers will be Canadians, but a few im-
perial officers will be retained temporarily.
All the infantry will be Oanadian. Some
of the imperial artillery and engineers will
be retained until such time as Canadians
will be available to take their positions.

The present strength of the p:rmanent
corps is 2,200. An amendment will be
made to the militia act this session, provid-
ing that the number be inereased to 4,000.
The greater number will go to Halifax and
the remainder to Esquimault.

Sir Frederick Borden will shortly ans
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| whom gossip has been busy and who could
! do nothing themselves to have the report
-oved unfounded.
| “As the Mormons prcbably will have
| control of two seats in the coming legis-
| lature of Alberta, the Gentile population
{13 anxious to have the matter fully in-

ivcshgat"d before politics interfere.”

pounce his scheme for a larger military
command. The main features will be the
creation of two districts in Ontario, one,

Quebec, one in the maritime provinces, |
and one in the west. One of the D. 0. U.s
will command the larger district as well
as his own.

~ OF SALT INFUSION

St. Louis, March 14—After having been
pronounced dead by two physicians and
a nurse, Mrs, Charles A. Sweet, wife of
a provision merchant, has been restored
by the infusion of a ealt solution into her
veins and is now believed to be recover-
ing her health.

Five weeks ago Mrs. Sweet, suffering
from gastritis, went to Hot Springs (Ark.)
in the hope of recovery. On the night
of Feb. 13 she seemed to be dying and
eventually her heart ceased beating and
respiration stopped. She was pronounced
dead. A thind physician, however, de-
cided to try a salt solution infusion and
there followed signs of animation, The
operation: was continued and . Mrs, Sweet
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