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all -+ He spends himself, and all that he possesses, on things

When any man's

far other eyes than ours

far other standards than ours

on which we never spent one farthing
whole judgment of things, and his whole principle of
action; when his mind and his heart and his conscience are
all at oppdsite poles to our own; then, to defend ourselves,
and to oppose, and to assail, and to discredit him, we say
that he is gone beside himself, and has lost his sober senses.
When we so speak about a man, it is clear proof that either
he is beside himself, or that we

Now, it cannot but both greatly iustruct us, and deeply
impress us, to examine reverently and with holy fear into
some of the times and some of the occasions, when our Lord
Himself. For,
again and again, both his friends and his enemies said that
So far as we read
in the Four Gospels, the fitst time that this was said in as

are

was said by those abont him to be beside
so distressing thing about our Saviour.

many words about our Lord was soon after that time when

he went up into a mountain and continued all night in

» prayer to God. That so extraordinary act of his; and then
the extraordinary things that followed that so extraordinary
act of his, all taken together make his kinsmen and friends
decide, at last, to go out and lay hiold on him. ‘The whole
country was ablaze with his extraordinary and - unaccount-
able actions, till his kinsfolk could not sit still any
under the scandal and the shame of 1t all,

the first of many times they have felt uneasy, and unhappy

longer

This was not

andat their wits' ends, about him but this
was the first time they opeunly took this distressing step.
What made our Lord spend that livelong night in that way
take
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i, then there 13 Bo other word tor it—-We are all besile

ourselves

Ny we not well, said the entaged Jews of Jerusalem on
atother occasion, say we not well that thou art & Sanar
tunn, and bast o devl,
woswer to our Lord when he read their

and art mad Fhat was their only

hearts down to the
Bottom, aud told them, in true aond terrible words, what he
read i thewr heatts,  Aod you will hind the sane thing re-
peated wll down the history of heart-searching preaching to
ths day. Tl sinful men are taught of God to read  their
hearts ; till they begia by the grawe  of God to
them to know  the plague of their owi evil hoarts, there is

own evil

nothiug that exasperates them like the preaching that
nearchos - their hearts and tries their reins. No preacher
has ever come  to close quarters with the wicked heart of

min, from Jesus  Christ down'to our day, without having

had bad vames hucled at him.  Fou this is the sure mark
of all e preaching, that it always begios by being quicks
and powerful, and sharper than avy two-edged sword,
plercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and 6f spirit,
and of the joints and marrow, and s a—discenter of the
thoughts and intemts of the heart.  What can a man say
W reply to that but the reply of the reprobate Jews to our
Lotd's heart-searching preaching-—he hath « devil, and is

. tad.  Why hear ye hin ¢ DBut, then, there were other Jows
who said ~These arenot the words of one that hath a
devil, -

- Buta day was fast approaching our great Substitute, or
& night and & morning ‘mhu, when he was to be beside
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himself indeed 1 his greatest ensmy had beeniin Geth-
semane that night of our redemption there, he would ha\'_e.
boen satished. He would have been right atlast in’the
most insulting things he had ever said about our Saviour.

" For your sin and mine, in all its hideousness, and allits

hatefulness, and i's hell.deservingness, was that night laid
upon the Lamb of God, till the Holy Ghost himself caanot
find awful enough words to! describe Gethsemane and its
agony. All that awful night, and all jnext morning, our
Redeemer went through such experiences of sio, and
through such experiences of the wages of sin ; he who knew
0o sin was so made sin that awful night that the chief of
sinners has ever since had in  Christ a great High Priest.
The most sin-laden man among us is now able to fall down
before his Redeemer with such strong cries and teprs as
theseA:—-“By thy bloody sweat in the garden ; by thy sinless
soul in its agony ; by thy head crowned with -thorns ; by
thine eyes blinded with tears ; by thine_ ears full of the in-
sults of thine enemies ; by thy face defiled with the spitting
of men and devils ; by thy neck bowed to the earth under
the burden of the cross ; by thy pierced hands and feet ; by
thine heart stabbed with the spear ; by thy body broken ,
and thy blood poured out ; by all thy known and unknown
sufferings, O Lamb of God, forgive us all our iniquity, and
subdue in us all our sin. For the sake of thine atoning
death, grant us thy salvation, O Lamb of God, and make
us partakers of thy holiness.”

Very few of you are able to bear such things, and I will
not lead you into any more temptatlon of the kind tonight.
But all the deeper students of divine things, know the awful
sermon entitled, “T4e Mental Sufferings of our Lord in His
Passion,” and they will go home and will read it again.
And they will be beside themselves for some watchies of the
night after again reading it, and laying it to heart. Now,
it so happens ; it has been so ordered, that just as I am put-
ting these words on paper, a letter comes iuto my hands
An able, well.read, well
written, scholarly-minded woman; a woman destined yet to
is a letter such that it takes even

signed by the mother ol a family.

be a mother in Israel. It
For, in the terrible words of
She is in her Geth -

me all my might to read it

the text, the writer is beside herself
semane.  Her
And yet you may sit beside her at dinner some of these

evenings and never onve guess that your aflable companion

ink-horn is filled “with her heart’s blood

s my corvespondent,  She is such a lady-like, such a pol-
ished, such a winning, and every way delightful woman to
Beside herwall with her
shie 1 beside herselfl, it is %0 God and to her minister. alone

What could I say in answer to her but the simple truth

Heet sin, she is hike Paul; for if

comfort me. | am as
The first thing

and the last thing every night with me is

My dear lady, | siid, “you could

and you wre as 1 am . Be like me
waing
L) Lamb of God 1 o
O Lamb of God

ed her letter than | chanced upon this in an old book that

YU are
every
this

mire. Just an | am and waiting

I oome.” Aund | had no sooner ans wer
always lies at my elbow How now good fellow, whither

away in this burdened mannes ‘A burdened manner in

deed, as ever | think poor creature had.” “Hast thou a wife

sod children “ex but 1 am 50 laden with this burden,
that | capnot take that pleasure in them as formerly, me
“How camest thou b, thy
“Dy reading this book in my hand"” “1
thoughtse ; and it has happened to thee as to other weak
men, who meddling with things too high for them, do
suddenly fall into thy distractions; which distractions do
not only unman men, but they run them upan desperate
ventures, to obtain they know what mot.” “I know what
I would obtain | it is ease formy heavy burden;” and so
on in 4 book that Spurgeon read a hundred times and
which | have read mysell almost as often, 5

And, having been led up to mention Spurgeon’s honored
name, [ am old enough to remember the ribaldry with
which his name and his work wers treated even by the
best of the London newspapers, when he first Legan to
turn London upside down. But it was enough for the
servant to be treated like his Master and the servant as his
Lord. The geniis and the spiritual , sensibility of
Spurgeon’s rare mind were such ; and the holy law of God
and the free grace of God had so entered that young man's
heart, that he preached both the law and the Gospel like a
man gone beside himself. 'Till it was not to be wondered
At that he was treated in the scandalous way he was
troated. O that all our pulpits in town and country’ were
filled with such demonted men! O that Richard Baxter's

dying man to dying men were to be seen and heard in all
our pulpits |

thinks, | am as i | had none.’
burden at first

“Lo! this man's brow like to a title leaf,
Foretells the nature of a tragic volume |
He trembles and the whiteness in his cheek
Is apter than his tongue to tell his errand |
Even such a man
Drew Priam's curtain at the dead of night.”
~British Weekly.

Sin and SicKness.

The emphases which is now, \in certain quarters, laid
upon sickn in with the redemptive work of
Josus Christ, bas no warrant whatever in the New Testa.
ment. Christ did iudeed “bear the burden of our diseases”
and “asumed our weaknemsss," _ nd ‘sympath u




