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.... ... „ Masonio fratamity, but in no way
to interfere with the government of the National Great Prioriea, none 
of who» membera conld cUim aa a kioht the privilege of belonging 
to it. Afflliation, by contemng the honotary diatinotiona of Com- 
mandera and Grand CrosSps, testing aolely with the Grand Maater, 
thusplaoing the Order on Bomethmg of theaame footing as tlrat in 

Sweden,” and makingit a oonneoting link between Freemaaonry 
and the State Ordera of the realm. By thia meana ita ancient 
ohivaino and autooratic character wonld be preaerved without 
fenngwithuts ooamopolitan and independent position in 
wifch Freemaaonry, whicli does not admit of the 
sary in the social requirements of civil life
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The failure of “ Convent General ” may in some meaaure have 
ansen from this circumstance, as a similar attempt to nnite the 
ehivalno and Masonio elements of Templary had been made some 
yearspnor to that of Sir Patrick Colquhoun, by the late distingnished 
Brother Major-General Chatterton, of Cork, Ireland, which com- 
pletely failed.*

VIOLATION OF REGULATIONS AND STATUTE8.

The general regolations of the Order and onr Statates clearly lay 
down precise rales for the guidance of membera, to whioh nnqnalifled 
obedience is reqnired. Yon best know how they have hitherto been 
observed. If I might jndge from personal observation, particularly 
in the matter of eqnipment, no rule seems to be adherod to bnt that 
whioh pleases the fanoy, or snits the oonvenienoe of members; all this 
may be iooked upon as trivial and of small importance, but is 
theless a direct deviation from our rnles, and should 
was only for the sake of nniformity and consistency, or even as a 
mattor of oourtesy when attonding the annual assembiies of the 
Great Pnory, wliile it it is anything but complimentary to the presid- 
ing officer to appear without the prescribed oostume, or to dispense 
with the usual formaUties and etiquette that wonld not be tolerated
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