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the Trades and Labor Council—1 ' There best way to end this thing is to never ,
begin it,” in referring to National Ser 
vice. There was no question now but 
that it was a forerunner of conscrip­
tion. The people had been the victims 
right along, and if conscription were 
put into force they would lose what 
few liberties they had .gain 
tente allies had not done th 
in not stating what their objectives 
were in this war. “It is up to the 
allies, ’ ’ he said, *1 to come out and tell 

x us what they Want us to die for. I am 
not- afraid to die, but I want to know 
what they want us to die for. I an: 
not going to die for a myth.”

Exploiting Classes Control.
8. .1. Farmer declared that it was the 

twelfth time that he bad stood on an 
anti-registration platform. Tho ex 
ploiting classes had control of the Gov­
ernment, and the capitaliste were more 
concerned about their dividends than 
they were about winning the war.

‘‘I am in favor of national service,” 
declared Aid. Simpson, ‘‘but not na­
tional service for private interests. 1 
am in favor of patriotism, but, like 
charity, it begins at home.” Hé ex­
pressed the opinion that the Govern­
ment had not done its duty as regards 
the soldiers' wives. At the beginning 
of the war they had been awarded $20 
a month separation allowance, but t 
had now shrunk in purchasing value 
$13. The way in which the war 1 
been carried on left great room 
doubt as to the Governmen t 's sin cor

REGISTRATION will be several meetings held on Sun­
day and we will deal with the matter 
as it is presented to ns by opr delegate, 
R. A. Hfgg.” ,

Conscientious Compliance.
At Saskatoon, Sask., former Alder- 

man Saillie and J. J. MçGrath, presi­
dent of the local Trades and Labor 
Council, said they would recommend to 
union men Jfhat the cards be filled in 
according to conscientious convictions. 
... Will Want to Know Reasons.

President James MeVeity, of the 
British Columbia Federation, of Labor, 
said: “We will have to wait until we 
receive official notice from the Execu­

te And the Social - Democrats I
ed. The En- 
h*fl@r thing

Tho council passed a resolution ex­
pressing its confidence in Mr. .Riggs, 
an^ its belief that in its action on 
registration the Dominion Trades Con­
gress Executive “erred, in its judg­
ment, and that its action be repudiat­
ed.” One man objected to-this motion.

registration.

Attitude o^Contreal Trades Council to - 
National Service x’SF';

•A

Montreal, Jan. 5.—“That we, the 
members of the Montreal Trades and 
Labor Council, while realizing the im- 

K portance of the question at issue and 
feeling that the interests of the workers 

j have not been sufficiently safeguarded, 
do again reaffirm our unqualified oppo­
sition to the proposals of the National 
Service,' and that a copy oP the resolu­
tions be forwarded to the Executive 
of the Trades and Labor Congress of

88,

Toronto SSK

The speeches referred to were in­
formal addresses given at a banquet 
that wps tendered by the management 
of the Chateau Laurier, at Ottawa, to 
returned soldiers. The Premier inti­
mated that more drastic measures wog^d 
be employed in mobilizing the man­
power of this country for the success­
ful prosecution of. the world-wide war.

AHon. Mr. Rogers said that he realized 
that the days of'voluntary recruiting 
were practically at an end and more 
efficient measures would have to be 
taken.

The Premier, in his statement to the 
labor delegation, said: “You have ask­
ed for an assurance that under no cir­
cumstance/ will conscription be under­
taken or carried out. As I stated to

31tive Council and we will want to know 
the reason for their recommendation.” 1
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SERVICE CALL A CONSPIRACY. 

Winnipeg Socialists Say So.le Start
the moving 
every word 
ip Reading

Canada.”
This is tho most outstanding clause 

of a resolution carried at last night’s 
meeting of the National Trades and 
Labor Council by a roll-call vote of 43 
to 20. The motion was introduced by 
President J. T. Foster, representative of 
the Machinists’ xUnion, who left the 
chair for the major pafb of the evening 
—and seconded by Delegate Maguire. À 
number of spirited speeches on both 
sides of tho question were delivered, 

within the range of the subject,

I I
Protest Meetings Largely Attended by 

Foreigners, But Bigg, M.P.P., Re­
sents Allegations of Alien 

* Influence.
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Winnipeg, Jan. 8.—The socialistic at­
tack on the campaign to mobilize the 

power of the nation broke out 
again laêt night. A number of meet­
ings were held, and R. A. Rigg, M.P.P., 
again was a leading speaker before a 
number of bodies of laboring men. A 

one of the meet- 
largely composed
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you at our interview, I mnst decline to 
give any such assurance. I hope that 
conscription may not be necessary, but 
if it should prove the only effective

with it a method of

others going as far back as the invasiontreat war 
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morning paper asserts 
ings of protest wisof Belgium by the Germans

*
iter against the the

Dominion Trades Congress Executive. 
He felt it was time that the workmen 
should be represented different. He at­
tacked the Government, saying that an 
order-in-Couneil was thought sufficient 
to deal with the “man power” of the 
country, but when there wae,a demand 
to deal with the means of production 
SiF Robert Borden had retorted that 
that was a matter for Parliament. Thera 

order-in-Council, went on Mr.

for the attack on registration has in­
censed* the public keenly. This impu­
tation Rigg heatedly denied several 
times in his address last night.

Rigg denied that there had been any 
German influence behind the opposition 
to the movement which had developed 
in Winnipeg. He would not lift his 
little finger to help Germany, he said, 
bat neither could he be swerved from 
a policy which he had adhered to all 
hie life.

Regina, 8s
K-:‘

aider it necessary, and I should not 
hesitate to act accordingly.” -, meeting ofe wor 

a strongly worded resolution was pass 
eâ expressing opposition to National 
Registration, and calling upon the Bor 
den Government to resign. Particular 
exception was taken to the alleged 
change of attitude. V Ar-

Mass Meeting at Port Arthur Resolves 
Against Si|ning the Carda. Z

.-.ffm
^ (Canadian Press Despatch.) £ 

Port Arthur, Jan. 5.—At a mass meet­
ing of about five hundred men held 
here under Socialistic auspices a reso­
lution was passed against signing the / 
National Service cards. Everything in 
connection with the National Service 
idea was roupdly abused by several 
speakers in the English language and 
one in the Austrian tongue.

5
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SSUÏ®Left to Conscience.
Edmonton, Alta., Jan. 4.—The Ed 

monton Trades and Labor Council, 
after a warm discussion, last night de­
cided

was no
Footer, to force the manufacturers to 
produce shells at the commencement of 
the war, and the manufacturers had 
done so only when they found there 
was plenty of money to be made.

Z. Lesperanec, delegate of the shoe­
makers, disagreed with Mr. Foster’s 
views and said that as a British sub­
ject he would immediately sign his 
cards. He felt that was the proper 
course for him, as he was proud of be­
ing a British-subject. This was a uni­
versal war, said he, and he did not 
want it still elsewhere that the French- 
Canadians had failed to respond.

Regarded as Conspiracy.
That national service was virtually a 

conspiracy on the part of tho capital­
ists to further enlist and exploit the 
working classes, was the contention of 
the majority of the speakers at the 
anti-registration meeting held in the 
Strand Theatre. With an audience 
composed veiy largely of foreigners 
enthusiasm ran high.

Np Time to Hang Back.
—Following are The only advocate of National Ser­

vice was David Forrester, lawyer, who 
was considerably heckled, despite the 
protests of the chairman. He argued 
that ia a crisis such as the present it 
was no time to revive internal troublee.

i workers 
our mills, 
i, and a 
when all 
immunity 
their de­

les and 
were will-

leave the question of filling 
out replies to the National Service 
cards to the individual conscience, so 
far as organized labor in Edmonton is 
concerned. ?
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Inclination Seems to be to Await Per­

sons! Assurances From the Dele 
x ; gates to Ottawa.

IS
CITIZENS OF GUELPH, ONTARIO, ''

Opposed to Registration Unless All In- 
dnstries Affected ShaA Come Underrs.Winnipeg, Dec. 

expressions of leading labor men, after 
hearing of the result of the conference 
of their representatives with the Do­
minion Government at Ottawa on na-

Public

, A mass meeting was held 
bor Hall, Guelph, to protest 
of the Government in calling, fof the 
registration of men eligible for mill 
service. The meeting was attei 
largely by Labor 
and It was agreed to call snot 
ing for the purpose of giving 
the protest.

The following resolution wi 
unanimously:—

Resolved:'That

tional service:
Controller Puttree-V‘1 am not sure 

how it will affect the situation here, 
but it seems to me that ehe action 
takftftjry the delegates in Ottawa will 
very largely govern matters.”

D. J. Dixon, M.P.P.—“I$’think we 
should pursue a policy of watchful 
waiting until we hear from them down 
East, but my stand js good no matter 
what action they take. He character­
ized as “encouraging” the news that 
the Government proposed to place an 
additional tax on capital.

Opposed to It-
Aid. W, B. 8impson-“ Personally I 

am opposed to signing the cards, but if 
ttnvamment ia ffoiaar to make con 

cessions then I would consider it.”

Winnipeg Council Pusses Resolution— 
“Tricked by Government,” 

Delegate Says.

K
Germany had conscripted all her male 
population and was now subjecting the 
men of conquered countries to enforced 
slavery. The Empire had been pro­
voked into war and was fighting for its 
existence, and this was not the time to 
wait untij the internal wrongs of the 
country ha^ been righted before taking 
the necessary steps for protection. He 
declared that every man applauded the 
step taken by Britain in going to the 
help of Belgium. This statement 
greeted by derisive laughter. Later a

3
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Winnipeg, Jan. J.—At a meeting last 
night of Winnipeg Trades and Labor 

* Council, the council went on record ‘ ‘ as 
being of the opinion that the best 
method to oppose registration is not to 
sign the registration cards.” There 
were several dissentients.

B. A. Rigg, M.P.P., Western Labor 
representative at the Ottawa confer­
ence, addressing the meeting, said that 
ia view of the reported speeches by Sir

the conclusion that the congress exe the 
> had been ticked by the Govern-
”
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Order 
art ere,

we citizens of Guelph, 
in the Province of Ontario, in meeting 
assembled, on December 7th, do hereby 

was oi’Poee the scheme for national régis m, 
tion, unless all industries that are af 

stration shall come under 
jS-zkcI ''Oïtfcïol of tko j

i industries be used for tl
| nation n whole
! ‘ -
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