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DECIDEDLY IMPROVED

FIGHTING DIED DOWN DURING

~ NIGHT; OUR TROOPS

POSITIONS; NOYEN GIVEN UP

German Losses Continue to Be Very Severe—More »Tlhan 70
Divisions Known To Have Been in Battle—Washington
Gets Cheering News— Enemy’s Best Trump Will be Out-

Trumped

Although still giving ground at points before the desperate German drive, the Brit-
ish and French armies engaged in the great battle in Northern France are preserving their
rtune moment for the delivery of a counter-

“ont intact and apparently awaiting the
tow to dispel the German dream of world domination. .

British Army Headquarters in France, Mar, 26—(By the Associated Press)—There
is reason to believe important events will be recorded within the next few hours, which may
lead to a betterment of the position of the armies which are stemming the German onslaught.

' The enemy is fighting desperately hard

against time.
A heavy German attack yesterday about %.rvdl ers was .completely smashed by the

THEY CALL T

British artillery fire. '

‘ London, Mar. 26—The fighting died down during the
night. The war office so reports. The British established
themselves in new positions east of Roye and Albert. The
statement follows: » :

“The fighting died down during the night. Our troops
established themselves in new positions east of Roye and
Albert. North of the Somme continuance of the fighting is
expected, hut it has not yet developed.

“Attacks are reported to be developing this morning
south of the Somme against our troops and those of the
French in the neighborhood of Roye and Chaulnes.

“The enemy’s losses continue to be severe. He has been

hgdbo reinforce his battle front from all parts of the west-
“

oh,

¥ : bl
“Muotéthan seventy hostile
vengaged in the battle.” &
CIDEDLY IMPROVED”

Washington, Mar. 26—Ipformation received today by
the British military attache, Major-General McLachlan, is
‘that the situation at the battle front decidedly improved dur-
ing yesterday. The advices are based on the repulse of the
Germans to the east bank of the Somme between Peronne

and Morschain. |
WILL OUT-TRUMP THE ENEMY.

French Front, in France, Monday, Mar, 25—)By the Associated Press)—
Entire confidence reigns that the Germans’ last trump in the world battle will
be over tfumped when the proper moment comes. The Allied military authori-
ties were fully cognizant that the enemy’s supreme effort would cause a retreat
until measures could be taken to check the irruption into the Allied positions.
As always, the attackers possess the advantage of knowing exactly where they
would launch their onslaught, while the defenders were compelled to await de-
velopment of the battle before meeting the onrush with counter measures.

SIGNS OF SLACKENING. .

There is every sign in today’s situation that the terrific attack, in which
apparently somewhere in the neighborhood of one million Germans of all arms
are engaged, is being slackened. The resistance of the Allies seems firmer, and
the arrival of French reserves, sent up to the southern flank, brought welcome
support to the British who sustained the first powerful rush. The German div-
isions which began what was evidently intended to be an irresistible forward
movement were so cut up that they were replaced by fresh formations. It is
these divisions which have been checked at the positions on which it was fore-

by the Allied generals that a stand would be made,
The ground over which the fighting has taken place possesses small tactical
value, but it permitted the Allies to retire in perfect order. It had been devast-
ated by the Germans before they retreated last year, and the inhabitants had not
had the time or means to build it up again. While ret@ring across what was al-
desert land the British inflicted enormous losses on the enemy, who threw

housands of lives in an effort to overcome the resistance he encountered.
ep the retiring British reached the Somme and the Canal they turned about
meeting repeated and long sustained endeavors of both in-

; % i
visions are known to have
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and gave battle,
fantry and cavalry.

ALLIES NOT ANXIOUS.

The initial rush of the enemy seems to have been stopped. Military opinion
hat this first phase of the great battle, in which even more troops
d than in the battle of th Marne, gives no indication what the
developments are awaited by the Allies without

1

)

genetally is t
were employe
results will be. Nevertheless,
anxiety.

HEAVY TOLL FOR EVERY FORT.

London, Mar. 26— Exacting the heaviest toll for every foot of ground the
British line continues to withdraw slowly before the pressure of the German
s correspondent at British headquatrers wires.

Over a large part of the battle zone the retirement is being made volun-
tarily so as to maintain an unbroken front, Prisoners say the advance of the

Germans is behind their schedule.

NOYON EVACTUATED IN GOOD ORDER.
Paris, Mar. 26—The battie continues with the greatest violence and the Ger-
s are making still greater efforts along the whole front betwen Noyon and
e fice so announces.Noyon was evacuated by the French dur-

fns, The war o :
S:‘:hesnighfo Thie left bank of the Oise is being held firmly by the French.

statement follows:— . :
2;3 pattle continues with violence. During last evening and .in the night

the enemy multiplied his attacks on the whole'front betv'vcen Noyon and Chaul-
nes. The French artillery, well cstabllshe'd in the region of Noyon and sup-
ported effectively by our infantry, 1s retarding the German thrust. Frequent
counter-attacks have been made and beavy losses inflicted on the enemy.
“Noyon was evacuated during the night in perfect order. The French are

houling the left bank of the Oise firmly.”

masses, Reute

universally

IN NEW

ENEMY USING
BRITISH TANKS.

Berlin, Mar. 25—(Monday)—via Lon-
don—German tanks, reinforced by cap-
tured British tanks, says a semi-official
statement today, in Sunday’s fighting in
the west “took a leading part in break-
ing the brave enemy resistance.”

Tanks attached to the German di-
visions fighting below St. Quentin stood
the test brilliantly, the statement says,

and their mobility was
praised. All the tanks which took part
in *he fizhting are said to have returned
undamaged. It was mainly due to their
intervenuon, the statement continues,
that the tenacious resistance of the Brit-
ish, especially the machine gun nests,
was broken quickly. Troops manning a
concrete -redoubt near Urvillers are re-
ported to have been overpowered imme-
diately by the tanks.

(Continued on page 2, sixth column)

“MYSTERY GUN'

Frankly Conceded to B- One
of Greatest War Surprises

SO TERES AV

‘Agree With Them — Vienna
Says the New  Weapen is. of
Austrian. Make and Secret is in
Shell and Gasses

London, Mar. 26—In the “mystery
gun” the name generally given to the
weapon with which the Germans are
bombarding Paris from a distance esti-
mated at seventy-five miles, it is frank-
ly conceded by the experts, the enemy
has sprung+one of the greatest surprises
of the, war,

General Sir Desmond O’Callaghan,
formerly president of the army ordnance
committee, says of the German gun:
“The projectiles must have been fired
from longer and heavier guns and with a
more powerfur v ellant than we have
any knowledge of.*® .

From kars nhes come the suggestion
that the extraordinary range of the gun
is due to the projectile being provided
with a second charge which explodes
when the first stage of the flight is coml
pleted, giving it a fresh impetus. This
theory is scouted by General O’Callagh-
an, as is also the variant of it, that to
the projectile is fitted a propeller enab-
ling it to.continue its journey when it
is no longer driven by the projecting
force from the gun.

“It would seem,” says General O’Cal-
laghan, “that a new departure in bal-
listics can alone explain the enormous
range which is three times that of :ny-
thing hitherto accomplished.”

All the experts agree that at such a
tremendous range, even approximate ac-
curacy is out of the question, and there-
fore the gun is only of use wacre a
target is presented on a vast scale, like
~I’aris. The object aimed at, they say,
is rather more moral than material, but
in both respects the gun is likely to
prove less effective than airplane faid-
ers.

Private B. W. Beasl, weported died of
wounds. Private Bea#t enlisted with the
115th  two years ‘ago and had beén miss-
ing for' the Iast eigh :
and four children a
Brussels street.

MORE THAN 20,000
COPES OF THE TIMES
- NEEDED YESTERDAY

10 MEET DENAND

situation .and so ¢ the demand for
the Times-Starithat all ;

printed to meet the demand, the news-

'bpys coming batk again and again and

clamoring for supplies that were quickly
;old as soon @8 they appeared ‘in the
streets.

SOME TWENTY DEAB IN LAST -
NIGHT'S CASUALTY LIST

Ottawa, Mar. 25—Tonight’s
fifty-nine -casualties reports sixteen Can-
adian soldiers killed in action, two died
of wounds, one died, two missing and
believed to have been killed, three miss-

ing, twenty-three wounded, seven gass-
ed, one prisoner of war, and four ‘ill
Maritime names follow:—

INFANTRY,
Kifled in Action—

J. A. McDonald, Middle River, N. S.;
A. D. Harlow, Sable "River, N. S, ° :

Wounded—
G. W. Winchester, St. John, N. B.
CAVALRY.
Killed in Action—
Lieut. M. Sworder, address not stated.

FIRST SUPPLY THE
NEEDS IN STATES

Washington, Mar. 26 — Through ar-
rengement with the Canadian govern-
ment, the department of labor announced
y:estcrday, all recruiting in the United
btfxtcs for workers on Canadian farms
will be done through United States em-
p]9yrnent service offices, and no workers
will be sent to Canada until American

.needs are filled

Plejiz ina

Geneva, Mar. 25—(By Ascocialed
Press)—The long :ange guns bombard-
ing Paris, according to a Viei11a de-
spatch received here, are Austriaa man-
ufuacture, having been built at the Skoda
factory. The gun its=If is pot new, buz
its novelty comes from a new type of
Sh_ell and the explosive gases used in the
gun. There are said to be only two or
three of the guns.

TURKS WANT CRIVEA

London, Mar. 26—Turkish newspa-
pers, says a Central News despatch from |
Amsterdam says, point out that on the!
right of self-determination the Crimea'
must be joined to Turkey, as the Baltic!
provinces of Russia have been joined to|
Germany.

For three hundred years prior to 1774,
the Crimea was under Turkish suzer-
ainty. The great majority of the popu-
lation of the Crimea is Russian and
there are very few Turks resident there.

CALL FOR PRAYER BY
ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY

London, Mar. 26—The Archbishop of
Canterbury has issued to the nation al
special appeal for prayer for victory dur-
ing Holy Week. His appeal says: “Let
this week send us hourly to our knees
To our living Lord, in time and in eter- .
nity, we commit with unfaltering hope '
the brave men whom in love and trust
we have sent forth.”

Pherdinand

WENTHER
REPORT

Issued by Author.
ity of the Decpart-
ment of Marine and
Fisheries, R. F. Stu-
part, director  of
meterological service

SVTILE Rae SuY
\D HAYE 10 Ge
Twme niy

s

Synopsis—The depression which .was
on the Carolina coast yesterday morning
has developed and moved to Sable Is-
land. while the cool wave which was to
the nerth of Lake Huron has also in-
creased in energy. Snow js falling in
the maritime provinces and local-snow
flurries are occurring in Ontario.
Forecasts,

Lakes and Georgian Bay, Ottawa and
Upper St. Lawrence, Lower St. Law-
rence and North Shore—Fresh to strong
northwest to north winds, a few local
snow flurries, but generally fair and cold
today and on Wednesday.

Fair and Cold.

Maritime—Strong winds and moderate
gales 'northeast to northwest, cold with
local snowfalls, fair and cold on Wed-
nesday.

Superior—Fair and moderately cold to-
day and on Wednesday.

All West—Fair and mild.

New England—Cloudy and colder to-
night: Wednesday, fair: moderate north-
west to north winds.

| |Qutbreak on Top Fleor Where

pouﬂn_ ok
4 'iﬁéﬂ‘b‘iﬂed the dangers and fought the

| sounded and fragments of bricks, pieces

list ' ot].

W.H.Thorne @ Co.Ltd. Suffer
'Heavily In Spectacular Fire

Loss In Noon-Day
Blaze May Be
$50,000

- SEVERAL EXPLOSIONS

Ammunition Was Stored—
Rattle of Shets Like Infantry in
Battle Sends Crowd Scattering
in Fright

Citizens had opportunity today to real-
ize slightly what it must be like in the]
war. ‘Soon after twelve o’clock a loud
explosion was. heard near the.foot of
King street, and was immediately fol-
lowed by several lesser ones. People who
were in the vicinity, fearing that some-
thing terrible had happened scattered in
all directions. Some thought a bomb
must have been dropped. '

." Following the first loud explosion,
bricks were seen to fly from the vicinity
of the top story of the W. H. Thorne &
Co., Ltd., building in Market Square,
and in ‘a few seconds tongues of flame
broke ou& through shattered window
panes. This was but the preliminary of
a fusilade of shots and explosions and in
4 few minutes volumes of smoke and
flames burst out in all directiops. j

The tattoo of shots and the flying
cartridges drove to the streets a, large
number of people who had collected to
shelter and for a time it looked fool-
hardv to approach the burning building
with its stock of explosives. An alarm
had been sent in from box 6 and in a
-few minutes the fire apparatus appeared
on the scene. Chief Blake took charge
and in a remarkably short space of time
had ‘more. than a dozen streams of water

into the burning building. Fire-

flames from the roofs. of adjpining builds
ings despite the risk of being hit byT
shot from bursting cartridges; while
others worked their way from story to
story until they were able to corabat the
flames from below. . ’

As the steady crack of the shots re-

of empty shells and other material scat-
tered in every direction the men worked
on and showed courage which won the
admiration of all. That their efforts
were availing was sobn noticeable for the
flames died down and only veiumes of
yellow smoke could be seen pouring from
the building.

How the fire originated is unknown,
for the ‘employes on the top floor were
said to have gone to their dinner. It was
{ suggested by one of the firemen that It
may have resulted from  spontaneous
combustion, but nothing definite could be
learned. The floor was in charge of John
Lloyd and a quantity of ammunition of
all calibre, rope and oakum was stored
there. {

The employes were startled when the
first explosion occurred, but they had no
idea what happened until several other
explosions were heard. Some attempted
to reach the scene of the fire but were
driven back by the bursting shells and
the flames, and were forced to flee from
the building. Miss M. Stevens fainted
and it was feared that she had been in-
Jjured. She was hurried to the hospital,

(Continued on page 2, sixth column)

MORE S1. J0RN
SOLDIERS HOME
1OMORROW

There will be some more of our brave
men home from the war tomorrow on
the train reaching nere at haif past five

in the afternoon. They will leave Hali-
fax tomorrow morning Those coming
are.

. Adair, Newcastle, N. B.; R. Act-
on, Jolicure; R. Bickerstaff, 238 Went-
worth street, city; W. Burke, Randolph,
St. John Co.; O. Beckwith, 17 St. Paul
street, city; H. Moffatt, 139 Guilford
street, West, city; E. W. Mills. 62 Lud-
low street, St. John West; E. J. Mc-
Carthy, 196 Sydney street, city; R. Mc-
Kay, 274 Main street, city; W. McRae, |
868 Haymarket® Square, city; H. Ford,
5 Queen street, West, city; E. Hucstis,
207 Rockland Road, city; F. Lawson, 97
Main street, city; E. W. O’Connor, Cedar
strect, city; M. Strom and W. Finkler,
no address; W. Buck, Sackville, N. B.;
D. Carry, Millville, N. B.; L. Colpitts,
Petitcodiac, N. B.; F. Casey, Campuell-
ton, N.B.;J.H.uDick, MooresMills, N.B.;
F. Dufour, Edmundston, N. B.; R. Eld-
ridge, Beaver Harbor, Char Co.; G. Fer-
guerson, Matapedia, N. B.; W. Fleiger,
Chatham, N. B.; J. M. Furlotte, Tur-
geon P. O, Gloc. Co.; A. J. Gauvna, 24
Summer street, Moncton, N. B.; W. Jen-
nings, Anagance, N. B.; A. Kay, Mec-
Kee’s Mills, N. B.; George Kitchen,
Kingsclea, N. B.; G. Miiles, Frederic-
ton, N. B.; F. Meredith, Oak Point
Kings Co, N.B.; W. McNamara, Young’s
Cove Road, N. B.; W. Rossenger, Archi-
bald Station; K. Wilkinson, 149 Church
street, Windsor, ‘Ont.; J. Wilmot, Salis-
bury, N. B.

The list was received by Charles Rob-

ALL GONTENTION IN'ENGLAND
SILENCED; THE NATION
1S BRAGED T0 BACK ARMY

Word From Front is That News Should Be

Read With Entire

Calm and Unshaken

Confidence; High Water Level of German

Advance Reached

London, Mar. 26—(Via Reuter’s Ot-
tawa Agency)—A despatch from French’
headquarters today says the news should
be read with entire ealm and unshaken|
confidence, and that although our fromt'
was compelled to recoil under the ham-|
mer blows of Von H.indenburg,—in-'
evitably a move that was fully foreseen
by the Allied staffs,—counter measures
prepared in advance will take effect at
the right moment. These first days of
the battle presumably mark the high
water level of the German advance. The
enemy still enjoys the advantage of the
offensive, and is able to select the point
where the blow is to be-aimed, while we
are obliged to disperse by means of de-
fence and to cover all points where the
blow might fall. That advantage, as the
history of war has taught us, is one that
quickly passes every hour and brings
us nearer to the moment when the Al-
lied armies in reserve will be ready to
intervene., Before that moment comes,
Hindepburg must have achieved the de-
cision or be prepared to see it go against
him,

Hitherto, with thrice the human ma-
terial and means employed by the French
and British armies last year, the enemy
gained proportionately less than the Al-
lies did in a series of brilliant attacks|
beginning with Vimy Ridge and ending
with the Malmaison Fort. All such
operations result in the gain of ground
exactly proportionate to the accumula-|
tion of men, material and means behind
the attacking front. |

As the Germans have been able toj
accumulate a greater force behind the,;
front than the Allits have éyer been
able to achieve, their advance has been
proportionately swifter and greater.

The Germans are advancing through
the same territory where, through their
own criminal folly, they did not find a
whole l;gof except in the towns of Guis-
card and Ham, nor an inhabitant nor an
ounce of food. The German advance
seems to lie in two directions.

British Firm-at Home.

As the evidence develops that the Ger-
mans are unlikely to gain a decision in
the face of the maintenance of such
splendid British resistance, public opinion. |
though anxious, has never been unduly |
depressed, is now bracing itself into a:
strong determination to acquiesce to
whatever measures that are necesasry to
meet an admittedly critical situation. All
contention has been silenced.

There was a flicker of labor restless-'
ness in Manchester recently when un-
official representatives of the engineers
threatened to strike against the man-'
power proposals but this was promptly
extinguished by an outburst of popular
indignation wherein even the pacifists
joined and the meetings of the district
branches of amalgamated engineers yes-
terday repudiated the Manchester de-|
cision wherein the executive had no part.

Everywhere unshaken confidence is ex-
pressed that the undaunted front pre-|
sented by the British troops will baffle
the enemy, who, with troops four or five
times. the British strength scored only
very moderate success and endured col-
ossal losses, and have already shown
signs of flagging.

The tenacity of the British resistance,
the prisoners say, exceeded anything the
Germans deemed possible. They com-
plain of great privations, on account of
lack of supplies, and extreme weariness
also is telling heavily. Owing to the
dense masses of supporting troops, how-
ever, the enemy is able to replenish his
forward line with fresh units.

“ The weather remains dry, thus favor-
ing the enemy.

British airmen last night made vert-
able pandemonium  of every centre of
concentration of trafic behind the Ger-
man front. Tens of thousands of rounds
were fired point blank into enemy forma-,
tions, while airmen ‘fulfilled effectively
their role as eyes of the artillery.

ONTARID' AIRMAN
15 DOUBLE ACE

Port Arthur, Ont, Mar. 26—Plight
Lieut. ‘Stanley Rosevear of Port Arthyr
has brought down his' tenth Germapn
airplane, thus a double ace. His
latest victim fell inside the British lines.

: Australian troops saved him from death

in the burning of his machine.

THREE HUNDRED MILE
TRIP BY SLED AND
CAKGE AND SADHSHOES

F.X. ekt o Way te Ottawa
for Aid te People of Nerth
“Shore to’ Get Supplies

Quebec, Mar. 26—F. X, Bom&'et, al
trading agent on the north shore of the
gulf, arrived here today after a 300 mile
trip in dog sleds, in canoes and on-snow-
shoes. He is coming to meet a local
delegation to go to Ottawa to ask the
government to cuiry provisions to the
population of the north shore,

The people there have nop seen a
steamer since last fall. Usually the
Canadian government ice-breaker Mont-
calm makes a couple trips every winter
but the unusual ice conditions prevented
them from going this winter.

Mr. Bourret says that at houses where
he stopped up the people have plenty of
money, business is good, hunting is heavy
and fishing is rich, but the people are
short of certain classes of food, mainly
flour and bread, potatoes; ete, :

“DIE WACHT AM RHEIN"
BRINGS IN THE POLICE

More Than 50 People in Chicage
Arrested for Celebrating Ger-

man Offensive

Chicago, Mar. 26—More than fifty per-
sons were arrested last night for cele-
brating the German offensive. Early in
the evening police were attracted to one
house by strains of “Die Wacht Am
Rhein,” and as a result of arrests made
there federal and civic authorities com-
bined in a drive throughout German set-
tlements where it was found that gen-
eral celebration was being held.

FANOLS SHOEMAER
OF COLPENIK DEAD

Amsterdam, Mar. 26—William Voight,
a shoemaker, who caused the whole
world to laugh at the expense of Ger-
man militarism by his escapade at Coe-
penick in 1906, is dead, according to an
announcement made in Berlin.

Voight came to the United States, but
was deported last April.

Germans Give Up Ship.

Stockholm, Mar. 26—1It is reported that
the Germans have released the Swedish
steamer Princess Ingeborg. This steamer,
while bound for a Swedish port after
having unloaded a Belgian relief cargo,
was captured by a German submarine
oft the Skaw on March 16 and taken to a
German port. The Swedish government
protested.

inson, secretary N. B. Returned Sold-
iers’ Commission.

THREE STEAMERS AT HALIFAX SEIZED FOR ALLIES

Halifax, Mar, 26—Two Dutch steamers and one Russian were seized by the
naval authorities here yesterday and will be before long engaged in the British
merchant marine service. 'The Dutch steamers, which are about 2,000 tons net
each, have been in Bedford Basin for some time, while the Russian steamer
was towed into this port on Sunday minus a propeller blade.

When the officers boarded the Dutch ships there was no protest. The Dutch
ensign was not flying and the British flag will not be raised until the Dutch
crews leave for Holland. On the Russian ship the Russian flag was lowered
but the British flag was not raised.




