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Hon. Mr. Venidt

New Highway Act In House

Important Provisions Outlined by Minister of

Public Wotks; Publi

’Assessment, Hospital and Other Business

-

than one New Brunswick government,
tions stronger than griefsin the bosoms

One of the worst of the lot was a heritage of the present government
from their predecessors in office and reform was demanded and needed., The

government has answered the demand,

public works, submitted to the legislature a bill to provide for practically a new
highway act. In the preparation of the measisre Hon. Mr, Veniot has shown a
thorough ‘knowledge of highway conditions, familiarity with the weakness of
the present system and indubitable courage in providing a remedy. He frankly
“confessed that some of the sections might be too drastic, announced his entire

willingness to accept suggestions from

support of all the members in producing a thoroughly workable act.

Prethier Foster introduced a bill providing for a loan of $4,500 to the New
Brunswick Public Utilities Commission for the purpose of defraying two-thirds
of the cost of a physical valuation of the plant, etc, of the New Brafewick
Power Company. The city of St. John is paying the other third and the com-
mission will repay their loan by a levy on the Public Utilities of the Province,

spread over two or three years.

Petitions were presented from St. John for legislation to permit a change
in the assessment act, by Dr. Roberts and relating to the general public hospital

by Dr. Campbell.

Fredericton,
chamber, Marci 18—The house met at
8 o’clock.

The bill to enable cities, towns and
lunitipalities to contribute aeroplanes
t Hig majesty’s government was read a|
¥R, time and passed.” A "

* 'Mr! Hetherington presented the report
»f the committee on contingencies.

Mr. Hetherington from the committee
appofted to present the address to the
lieutenant-governor submitted his report
and his honor’s reply, which was as fol-
lows: :

Mr. Speaker and ‘Gentlemen of the

Legislative Assembly:

I thank you for your address and
beg to assure you that I entertain
the fullest confidence that in all
yeur deliberations you will be guided
by a most earnest desire to promote
‘the happiness and prosperity of the
people of the province.

(Sgd.) WILLIAM PUGSLEY,
Lieutenant-Governor.

Notices of inquiry were given as fol-
lows:

By Mr. Murray (Kings) for Wednes-
day next, as to salaries paid and the
number of officials in the agricultural
department; also as to expenditures
made by the farm settlement board dur-
ing the year; and also as to how many
applications for land have been made
by returned soldiers.

By Mr. Crocket, for Monday next, as
to the cost of the sanitary survey and
investigations, eonducted by John Hall,
and as to whether Mr. Hall is a British.
subject.

By Mr. Smith (Carleton) for Tues-
day next, as to the amount spent on
ordinary roads last year, and as to the
total amount charged to permanent road
account since last session and after the

close of the fiscal year, and the number |

of permanent highways constructed.
Would Change Name,

Hon *Mr. Robinson presented the
petit¥n’ of W. O. Swartz, praying for
the passage of an act to enable William
Lloyd Swartz and William Alden Swarts
to change their names.

Mr. Crocket presented the petition of
the Fredericton city council praying for
the passage of a bill relating to the valu-
< ation of the assessment of Fraser Lim-
¢ dted. .

Hon. Mr. Roberts bresented the peti-

tion of the city of St. John praying for:

the passage of a bill to amend the St.
John Assessment Act of 1909.
presented the petition for the passage
of a bill relating to certain short term
debentures of the city of St. John.

The Highway Act.

Hon. Mr. Veniot presented a bill en-
titled “An Act Relating to Highways.”
_In doing so he said he felt it to be his
duty to explain for the benefit of hon-
orable members the changes
proposed to make with respect to the
@lgpimisiration of the highways of the

For Office.Factory,
Store or Warehouse
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- .Fred‘aricton, March 33—Highway acts ﬁave come and goneé and, in the course
of their peregrination they have proved a source of embarrassment to more

March 18 — Assembly

He also|

it was|

Presenis

¢ Utilities Commission,

and some of them have inspired emo-
of the ratepayers.

and today Hon. Mr, Veniot, minister of

both sides of the house and asked the

.

province. He proposed only to deal with
the subject in general terms at that
stage, but promised when the bill came
before the house for discussion at a later
stage {c furnish honorable members with
ample reasons for the proposed changes.
-Hie was' having the bill printéd and hoped
to have it ready for distribution within
a short time, so that honorable mem-
bers would have 4n.opportunity 3o study
and digest it before it came up for sec-
ond reading. He wished to say that the
bill embodied in its provisions the pro-
gramine relating to highways, which the
then opposition had adopted prior to the
last election and on which they were re-
turned to power by the people.

Speaking for himself and colleagues he
wished to say that there were perfectly
willing to accept’any suggestions of hon-
orable members opposite put forward
with the view of making the act more
perfect. He regarded the ‘road act as
one of the most important pieces of legis-
lation that could come before the house.
Although he had only been in office a
short time, he had managed during the
last year to visit neatly every séction of
the province. He had travelled 9,800
miles in automobiles and had had ex-
perience with all kinds of roads, so he
might claim to be more familiar with
| the roads than many honorable members
of the house. Acting upon the knowl-
| edge that he had gathered during his
| travels, he had endeavored to place in
i the bill certain sections to meet the con-
ditions as he saw them.

One section of the bill proposes to
divide the roads into ‘two clfsses—trunk
roads and branch roads. his division
i was to be made by the minister of pub-
lic works, and before acting it was his
intention to discuss the matter fully with
his colleagues on the government side, as
well as with the honorable members op-
pesite. Having adopted the principle of
road divisions, it was only fair that those
familiar with conditions in the different
sections of the province should be con-
sulted and their views obtained. While
he differed in politics from the honorable
members opposite he did not propose to
allow that fact to interfere with his ac-
cepting the suggestions they might have
to offer, with the view of making the act
more workable,

In 1916 the then opposition had adopt-
ed the principle that to make highway
i Iegislation successful it was necessary to
. get as close to the people as possible.
They had also taken the ground that
road supervisors should be elected as
school trustees are now elected. There-
fore to carry out this principle section 6
of the bill provides for the election of
road supervisors for branch roads at a
public meeting of the ratepay¢rs called
for the purpose. With regard to great
roads the supervisors would be named
by-the minister of public works. It might
be asked why a distinction should be
made? In reply he might say that the
governmént had adopted -a policy for
the construction of permanent roads and
it was provided that the work should be
done under the supervision of the minis-
- ter of public works and the road officials
named by him.

Supervisors’ Accounts,

Section 6 of the bill provides for the
publication annually of the accounts of
supervisors. Under that section he is re-
quired to post his accounts in public
places throughout the district and’ to
submit a copy to a meeting of ratepayers.
The same principle would apply to any
supervisor who is spending money on
the trunk roads of the province, and in
addition to posting his accounts he must
forward a copy to the public works de-
partment. Statute labor will be made
optional under the new act, differing in
this respect from the present law. At a
meeting of the ratepayers to be held in
the month of April they shall decide.the
matter by a majority vote on a resolu-

|

|

-isting law the road tax on property is

V difference to him from which side of the
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Provision is also made for the adoption
of statute labor with respect tor trunk
«oads. A meeting may be called on the
petitin of fifteen ratepayers and the mat-
ter decided by a majority vote of these
present. -

Section 16 of the
matter of road taxation.

‘bill deals with the
Under the ex-

twenty cents on the $1000 'The new act
proposes to increase this to the extent of
one-quarter of one per cent., or five cents
on the $100.. The poll tax is now §1.50.
but the new act will increase it to $2. It
was scarcely necessary to give in detail
reasons for, the increase. The cost of
labor was much higher now than was
formerly the case. A few years ago they
cquld hire men to work on the road for
$1.75 a day, but last year they paid $2.25
and $2.50, and.in some cases as high as
$3. + Where men_on the roads get in-
creased pay it would only be reason-
able that there would he an increased tax
to provide for the upkeep of the high-
ways.

While the road tax had been increased,
it was also proposed to increase the al-4
lowance to those who performed statute
labor. .The bill allows twenty cents per
hour for labor, thirty cents for a man
with a horse and proper tools, and forty
cents per hour, for a man with a team,
Road Tax Colfections.

The bill also changed the method of
collecting the road taxes. Under the
existing law the collecting was done by
the supervisor and paid over to the men’]
who performed the work. In his travel
through the province last year he had
studied this method and arrived at the
conciusion that a different plan should
be adopted. In many cases under the
existing ace there was a duplication of
accounts, and whether it was intentional
or not he was not in a position to say.
The supervisor sent in accounts charge-
able to the municipal fund, which were
paid by the secretary-treasurer. Fre-
quently accounts for the same work were
charged to the provincial fund, which
meant that province and municipality
paid for the same work. Although he
had acted with great care in separating
these accounts in his department, he felt
that the law should be changed.

The. bill providing that the collecting
should be done by the collector of rates
who, after receiving the money, would
place the same in the hands of the secre-
tary-treasurer who would deposit it to
the credit of the province. He was hope-
ful that under the change in the system,
the delinquent taxation list would be
done away with. At the present time
he was safe in saying-that the sum of
$50,000 was outstanding in delinquent
road taxes. He thought that the ex-
minister of public works would bear him
out in the statement that a change in the
system of collecting was essential.

It was proposed under the new Ssys-
tem to have the supervisor report month-
ly to the department of public works and
he wished to add that money collected
in a particular district would be expend-
ed for the improvement of the road in
that district.

In regard to section 79 of the bill he
said it gave authority to the minister of
public works to inaugurate a patrol sys-
tem. This would probably cause his
honorable friend from Carleton to smile,
but he wished to say that it made no

house the idea had originated, as it was
undoubtedly a good one. He had given!
it a trial in a small way last season and
had got the best results. That factor de-
termined him to ask the legislature to
adopt the system similar to that which
prevailed in Maine and other states. He

| BIG-E-NUFF{

tion, a copy of which is attached to the
bill. If they vote to adopt statute labor, |
it will be carried on the same as under
the old act. If they vote against statute;
labor there will be none performed in
that particular district.
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had visited Maine last summer and had
traveled over 500 or 600 miles of roads in
order ‘to investigate the patrol system.
He had also asked his road engineer to
go there and study it. It had taken four
years to perfect the system in Maine,
but he was hopeful of having one in this
province, equally as good, at the end of
two years.

The Rule of the Road.

An agitation had been going on in
this province for several years with the
object of changing the rule of the road.
In the maritime provinces, as was well

known, the rule was to turn to the left, |

while in Ontario and Quebec they turn
to the right. He had got in touch with
Hon. Mr, Armstrong, minister of px\blic
works .and mines, Nova Scotia, on the
subject and was informed by that gen-
tlement that there was also an agitation
on in that province to’change the sule,
but that no definite decision had yet
been reached. The matter will come be-

Jregard the affect such changes would

forc the Nova Scotia legislature this
session, and Mr. Armstrong had prom-
iced to promptly gdvise him (Veniot)
T the decision reached. It was an im-
partant matter and he did not fee. that
nc should take it upon himself to make
the change without taking the opinion
of the legislature.

There were other provisions in the
act to which he would like to direct
the attention of honarable members. He
had noticed when traveling through the
coal districts of the province that mine
operators, when carrying on excavations,
did not give much concern to the roads
which might be injured by their work.
The bill proposed to hold the coal com-
panies responsible for any injury re-
sulting to the roads, and if they de-
clined to make repairs, in order to do so,
the public works department could have
the work done and make a charge
against the companies.

A simiiar plan would be adopted with

have the railways give more attention
to the condition of the roads at level
crossings, and a clause had been inserted
iw the bill dealing with the matter. He
had noticed also that when railways, in
changing grades of lines running paral-
tel with highways, were inclined to dis-

have on the roads. He bad inserted a
clause in the bil: which he hoped would
bring about an improvement in regard
to this important matter. /

Greater Care Urged,

While the people of the province were
clamoring for good roads, it might not
be out of place for some of those who
have occasion to use them to exercise
a little nlore care. . There were some
manufacturers of lumber, who take no
heed of the damage that might result
to roads early in the spring, so long as
they can haul heavy loads over them.
A clause would be inserted in the bill
to meet this condition of affairs. He
regretted that some automobiie owners
'did not have the regard for the roads
which they should have. Some owners
of heavy cars seemed to take delight
in driving over the country roads early
in the spring, when the frost is coming
out of the ground. He hoped, with the¢
aid of his calleagues and the honorable
gentlemen opposite, to be able to find
some means to give better protection to
the roads of the province.

On the conclusion the minister said he
recognized the right of honorable mem-
bers opposite to criticize but he wished
to say that if they had any suggestions
to offer, which would have a tendency
to better any clause of the bill, he would
be only too happy to accept them.

The bill was read a first time.

Hon. Mr. Foster introduced a bii to
provide for the payment of an annuity
to-Jane Dickinson, relict of Joseph Howe
Dickinson, late clerk of the executive
council.

Hon. Mr. Foster introduced a bill to
authorize the province to loan certain
monies to the board of public utility
commissioners.  He explained that the
board had asked for a loan of $4,500.
The plant of the St. John Power Com-
pany was now being examined and the
law authorized the board to make a

respect to reilways. It was proposed to|
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and will cover a period of two or three
years. The money to be loaned by the
province was needed now to defray the
cost of the appraisal.

The bill was read a first time.

. Hon, Mr. Tweeddale laid on the table
of the hbuse the report of the director
of elementary agricultural education.
Mr. Campbell presented a petition for
the passage of an act relating to the
general pubiic hospital, St. John. T
The house went into committee, with
Mr. Leger, Westmorland, in” the chair,
and agreed to the bill to enable cities,
towns and municipalities to assess for
aid granted to the city of Halifax. The
bill legalizes all municipal grants made
in aid of the sufferers from the disaster

levy upon the company.

The levy wilt be niade jn a short time |

of December 6.
The house adjourned at 4.80 p.m.

Soldters Comforts Association,

At the monthly meeting of the Sold-
iers’ Comforts Association yesterday af-
ternoon. it was decided to defray the
extra cost of wool by holding' a tag day
this month. It was announced that there
would be no refreshments for the work-
ers, but that the money which-would go
for this would be placed in the fund.
The wool reports for February showed
2,751 pairs of socks knitted, 25 pairs of
mittens, twenty-five trench caps and
two scarfs. ‘The treasurer’s report show-
ed donations for the month, $486.81; de-
nations to the yarn fund, , and ex-
penditures from this fund $865.91.

Kansag City is shortly to float a bond
issue of $1,250,000 to improve the water
supply.
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*“This Suit has been a boon to me ; I have
given it constant wear and its shape-
retaining qualities are really wonderful”

“Well, John, who tailored it?"’

“Why Fit-Reform. They understand the *

methods of turning out good clothes.

The

cloth looks as if it had never been worp”

‘“They must have expert buyers
who make such happy selections’’

““Have you never worn Fit-Reform? Then
take my advice and buy your new suit
there. Mention my name when you pay
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