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Fisheries Act

brought, on at this late date this particular government motion
to amend at this stage.

Mr. Fleming: Mr. Speaker, if I might, I will be very frank. I
read an explanation into the record this afternoon. That
explanation which I read into the record has since been sent
off to Hansard. 1 will do my best in the absence of that piece
of paper. Shortly before this bill came before the committee, at
the request of my minister I approached the fisheries and
environment critics of the official opposition, as well as the
critic of the NDP, with regard to the possibility of bringing
forward a further amendment to this act in committee which
would in fact allow for civil liability in the case of fishermen
who suffered loss of income as a result of pollution. They
considered it, and were agreeable. After that point in time it
was tabled and accepted in committee. I am trying to explain
why it was so late in the day when that particular amendment
came forward.

I sought that understanding from the opposition parties,
because it was felt it would probably be some time before the
Fisheries Act was again amended, and it was an important
clause to have included although it developed late in the day.
As a result of that, officials of the Department of Transport
had some concern that this new clause as it reads would have
an effect, or would at least confuse, already existing powers for
liability that fishermen could claim in so far as the Canada
Shipping Act is concerned.

The Department of the Environment and my minister did
not feel that was a problem, because there is an existing fund
of many millions of dollars for claims by fishermen against
pollution caused by ships within the conditions of the Canada
Shipping Act. In fact, to date there have been only two claims
against that fund, for a total of about $635. We felt that was
proof enough that there was no concern necessary on the part
of the Department of Transport.

They believe that despite that argument, the shipping com-
panies might face seriously increased insurance costs as a
result of the Fisheries Act taking up this civil liability responsi-
bility as well as the Canada Shipping Act. For that reason
unanimous consent was sought to table the amendment today
in order to accommodate them, since the essence of the clause
is to redress in some measure fishermen for loss of income
attributable to land-based pollution.

® (2030)
Motion agreed to.

Hon. Iona Campagnolo (for the Minister of Fisheries and
the Environment) moved:

That Bill C-38 be amended in subclause 7(3) thereof by adding thereto,
immediately following line 16 on page 7, the following subsection:

“(10.5) Notwithstanding anything in this section, subsections (10) and
(10.1) do not apply in respect of any deposit of a deleterious substance that,
within the meaning of part XX of the Canada Shipping Act, constitutes a
discharge of a pollutant caused by or otherwise attributable to a ship.”

Motion agreed to.
[Mr. Jarvis.]

June 28, 1?27

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ethier): The House will now
proceed to the taking of the deferred division on motion No. 2.

Mr. Knowles (Winnipeg North Centre): Call

members.

The House divided on motion No. 2 (Mr. Leggatt) which
was negatived on the following division:
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