
reasonal.l*. sujffrestion had been acted on the matter could lonjf
ajfo have been settled.

(See letter on page 1.")).

The Florence ('(»nipany then proceeded with the action re-
terred to at page 3, and after the ease was set down for trialan A'

.
was passed by the Legislature attempting to confiscate the

% ested statutory rights of the Florence Company. Thereupon the
IH'titioij set forth at pages 2-6 was presented to the Governor-
Ireneral in Conned for the allowance of the said Act In the
sa.d action several interlocutory applications have been made,m all of which the Florence Company succeeded. In connection
vvith these applications the statements of fact in the petition for
Disallowance have been verified under oath and particularly thetollowmg have been proved :—

t j ^

1. A valuable discovery of mineral in place under Cobalt Lakewas made on ilarch 7th, 1906.
2. That all conditions demanded by the Mines Act and Regu-

•r'Tr^'V^ rf; f*^r
'^'^''^ ^"^^"^^ ^y ^^^^^ "taking discovery.

.1 that Cobalt Lake was open for exploration at the time thediscovery was made.
There can, therefore, now be no reasonable doubt that theFlorence Company had before the legislation above referred tobecome entitled to twenty acres, part of the bed of Cobalt Lake,the question of course, remains as to whether these rights can

be confiscated by ex post facto legislation.
Th s involves the momentous question whether in the Province

ot Ontario there is any jecurity for property or certainty of titleupon which investors can safely rely. A memorandum i/attached
as to the statements in the Legislature for the purpose of procur-ing the legislation m question. The letter at page 16 shows that
the Government knowingly sold a law suit. The extracts fromthe Statutes printed at page 16 are sufficient to establish withoutany further argument that the legislation amounts to sheer con-
tiscation without compensation, or in other words to "Legislative
robbery as it was characterized by one of the judges of theCourt of Appeal m a recent ease.

PETITION REPERRBD TO IN DOMINION ORDEB-IN-
COUNCIL OP 14TH SEPTEMBER, 1908.

TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL
OF CANADA IN COUNCIL.

rvT^})^
Petition of the undersigned HUMBLY SHOWETH •

1. THAT your petitioners are a Mining Company duly incor-

^"^^S rSrfI'm
^'^'^"sed uudcr the laws of the Province of Ontario

T o ii ? ^^^^ petitioners are entitled to twenty acres known
as J. te. 71, being part of the laud under the waters of Cobalt Lake
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