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thcolofrical Icaminf]; wliich we carry forth with us from Colloj^c at

our ordination is in most cases very small indeed. Our training

there but puts into our hand the key of divine, as of human,

knowledge. And it i.' a law of our intellectual and moral nature

that knowledi:;o, which is not beini^ continually added to, fades

from the mind more and more. Many and many a man,—yes,

many and many an earnest man knows far loss of theology when he

has been twenty years in the ministry than lie did when he first

set out. Nowhere are the nice distinctions which are found in

every science more abundant and of greater importance than in

theology; and these distinctions do fade from the mind which is

not kept familiar with the subject by continual study and medita-

tion. Moreover every pastor is continurlly producing new ser-

mons upon the great points of theology. If he is not a studious

man, what can his sermons be, but poor and b.ire repetitions—no

matter liow earnestly and warndy they may be enunciated—of

vague and pointless generalities upon his great theme ? And
what effect can this have upon his flock but either to keep them

dwarfed and stationary in their spiritual life, or else to disgust

and detach tliem from his ministry, cither practically by their

simply staying away from Church altogether, or else by their join-

ing some of tlic more earnest-minded of the orthodox doriomina-

tions around us ?

2. T'le staple of our teaching, however, must always be the

exposition of Ihihj Si'rlj>fitrc.

TliG g oat masters of pastoral theology in all ages have urged

upon the clergy the duty of introducing largely, very largely, the

expository clement into their preaching. That notwithstanding

this, our sermons are so little expository in their character, and so

largely text and subject sermons is a confession of the difficulty, if

not of the exposition of Scripture in itself, at least of so expound-

ing it as to make the result acceptable and edifying to the people.

Now, though there is no duty more difficult than that of a

really deep, thorough and practical exposition of Holy Scripture

—

of such an exposition as shall not content itself with diluting the

surface meaning of the text in a multitude of words, but shall

seek to enter into the inner shrine of God's Holy Word, and draw

out the secret, the deeper and better meaning, which only reveals


