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ample, lion . the precepts of Wasliiiiicton ? Is it po.-
siiljle, either t) acquire, or to maintain, extensive foieimi
conquest^ -^

! !iout povverlYil standing armies ? And did
such armies ever Ions; ])ermit the people, who were so
imprudent, as to raise and maintain them, to enjoy their
liberties ?

Instances of military oppression have already occurred,
amoni!;us ; and awatcliful jieople, jealous of their rights,
must liave ohserved some attemjits to control Iheir
elections, and to prostrate tlie civil, hefore the military
authority. If the language of some men,high in office

if the establishment of aChain of military posts, in the
intciior of our country—if the extensive preparations
uhicii arc made in quarters, where invasion cannot 1)e

feared, and (lie total aliandonmcnt and neglect of that
part of our country,Avliere alone it can lie apprehended,
have excited our anxiety and alai j, as to the real pro-
jects of our rulers, these emotions- have not been di-
minished, by the recent invasion, seizure and occupa-
tion of the teiiitory of a peaceable, and unoffending
neighl)()r.

If war must liave been the portion of these United
States—if they were destined by Providence, to march
the downward road to slavery,' throngh foreign con
(juest and military usurpation, your Remonstrants re-
gret, that such a moment, and such an occasion should
have lieen chosen, for the experiment—tljal while
Ihe oppressed nations of Europe are making a mag-
nanimous and glorious eilort, against the common ene-
my of free States, we alone—the descendants of th.e

rilgrims—sworn foes to civil and religions slavery,
sliould vidnntarily c()-op(M-ate with the oppressor, to birid

oil. or nations in his chains : that, w iiile diverting the
iorces ofoju'ofhis enemies, from the mighty cimilict, we
sh(Mild endanger the defenceless ten ilories of another,
in whose ports the (lag of our indepentlence was firsi


