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cuttings embankments, tunnels, bridges, engines, cars,and station., c..rying his produce for a less sum thanh^ personal expenses and the feeding of his horses would
arnount to. Is he a blacksmith ? he determines his son
shall no longer shoe horses, but build engines. Is he a
carpenter

? he is proud of his occupation as he surveys
he new bridge over the old creek. Even the village
tador gathers "a wrinkle," as he criticises the latest
effort of Buckmaster or Gibb, whilst the unconscious
advertiser is swallowing his coffee. Thus curiosity and
emulation are excited and the results are discernible ina general predilection for improved modes. A snirit
IS engendered which is not confined to dress or equipage
but IS rapidly extended to agriculture, roads, and instrSc-^ve societies, and finally exerts its most powerful influence
where it is most needed,_in the improved character itgives to the exercise of the franchise. This right is now
enjoyed by too large a class, whose chief contact with
public affair has been limited to an occasional chat with
ambitious retailers of dry goods, groceries, hardware, and
political mysteries-orto a semi-annual sitting in a jurybox, unconsciously absorbing all the virtuous indignation
of some msi prius wrangler, whose " familiar face" isshortly after presented to them at the hustings, generously
proffering to defend or advocate anything fSr four dollars
per diem and a prospective Judgeship. He is opposed,
peihaps, by the public-spirited shopkeeper, who, with
mortgages, long credits, tea and tobacco,_aided bv a

last call" to all doubtful supporters,-incites the noble
yoemanry to assert their rights as "free and independent
electors." f the "natives" can overcome these preju-
dices of local associations, or if the lawyer's " collections"
and notes" are sufficiently diffuse, ten chances to one
the gre^atest talker is elected, and an improved judicature,
instead of an improved country, is the result
Nothing would be a more powerful antidote to this


