
B8 to animate alike the separated parts, but remains with the
vital portion only ; so the Holy Spirit, animating with life
and efficacy the body of Christ's Church, is one spirit ; and is
a principle of union in the Church, as is the spirit of a man in
the human body. Tho unity of the Church is a oneness not
only of body but of spirit.

One hope op your calling. Likeness of condition and
wants, of pursuits, of objects and hopes, is aground ofsympathy
and a bond of union. This is one of the principles of union in
Christ's body, the Church. That all are originally in the same
lost condition, all need the same salvation, that all are to be
saved by the same general means, and the same process of
divine renewal, conducive to the same results on the character
here, and all indulging the same blessed hopes hereafter, is an
efficient preparation for a practical and delightful union of spirit
and bond of peace among the members of Christ. Called
in one hope of their calling into the same body, inheriting the
same promises, they are united in the same interests, in the
same means, and in the like endeavours to make their calling
and election sure.

One Lord—the proprietor—the owner—the head. We
have then one organization of homogeneous material, con-
trolled by one mind, one body, and one spirit, with one head,
one will, one source of authority ; and that authority, that
head, the Lord Jesus Christ, the husband and bridegroom of
the Church, who loved the Church and gave himself for it.

The members of the Church being thus vitally and directly
connected with Christ, He becomes the great and effectual
point of union to the body.

One Faith is another principle of union. It is no easy
matter, as is well known, to bring a large body of people to
think precisely alike on all the various topics which come
before them. The Church is an extensive society. And it is

the condition of all association that some liberty must be
restricted in order to secure the remainder, and to obtain other
advantages of union. Men in society are put under a certain
degree of restriction in order to preserve their freedom in
mutters that come within that restriction. This is the true
notion of social liberty. The highest degree of civil liberty is

attained and secured only by preserving the proper balance
between restriction on the one hand and freedom on the other.


