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PRINCIPLES OF LIBERALISM
Government of the People, by the People, for the People
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The Libpralism or the ronsiTViUi.«m

that continues to be founded on the

nrcident and the prejud'ce of birlh,

that believes in "my party and my
father's .larty riyht or wronn" Im the

real ciiusc of the diH^ouraRin^,' im-rtia

of public opinion that often iillows the

self-interested few to practirally control

elections and Rovernments, that pre-

vents or retards reform and ni;ikes

of a, free democracy a bureaucratii-

tyranny. Liberalism in a positive rea-

soned belief and every Liberal should
be able, apart from opinions as to the

Government or the issues of the day, to

justify his faith according to cardinal

principles of good government.

What are the fundamental distinc-

tions between Liberalism and Conser-
vatism? The words themselves em-
body the respective histortral attitudes

of the two parties toward the main func-

tion of government.

Liberalism is in essence the 'problem
of realizing liberty. It seeks the set-

ting free of the mass of the people in
*

regard to self-government, trade, re-

ligion, education, industry, in all the

manifold ramifications of society. Con-
servatism, on the other hand, means
at bottom restriction. It means the

conserving of ve 'r-d rights, the cen-

tralization of govt. "nt in the "gov-
erning classes," seti,.,g the brakes on
social progress.

Legislate For Those You Represent.

Tlu' fuiicii*>,' of gnvi-nir.'crit is to dc-

tiiu- tiie rights of the individual in terms

of the i-iimmon gi>...| mitj in ihink of the

comnirn good in terms of the uclfarc

of the individual. In th<- case of Liher-

alism the emphasis has usually liecn

on ihe "(ommon cood." In ihc casf

of Conservutism iln- emphasis is usually

on the "individual". Historically the

particular "individuals"' have helonjrffi

to the authoritative c»r vested inter-s'

classes, Tlieir motto lias heen "uhat
ue have we hohl." Liheralism has
found its main support in the masses.

The natural result has been that le^'is-

lation with each party, has l)een mainly
for the classes their leaders represent.

Liberalism recognises that the teach-

ing of history shows that progress is

more continuous and secure when men
are content to deal with jrreat reforms

piecemeal than when they s^ek to des-

troy root and branch in order to erect

a coniitlete new system which has cap-

tured the idealistic imagination. But
its grappling with refu. ms is continuous.

Conservatism, while believing in "the

good of things as they are." has usually

grappled with reforms under the stim-

ulus of an increasingly feared and potent

democracy. Liberalism has had to

wrench from Con^Jervatism responsible

go- ernnienl by the people, manhood
suffrage, equal taxation, the right of like


