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AIUMTIKS—AMSTINHM i;

only U> nin, lu; ]>iit liiin in a Tiill ^'allop, iiiid

nuHhcd him on liotli with the voice iind npur.

Philip und nil his court were in i^rciit (li.slrcsH

for him iit first, and a profound silence look
place. But when liie ])rince hud turned him
and hrought hIinNtrai>,dit hack, thoyaii received
him with loud acclamations, except his father,

who wept for joy, and, kissing; him, said, " Seek
another kin/^doi'n, my son, that may Ix; worthy
of thy ahilities ; for Macedonia is loo small for

thee. — Pi.t'TAUci..

T. ABILITIES, Uielesi. John hn/ikn. \\v\^n

of JnmeH II. The help of Dryth-n was welconie
to thoM! lioman Catholic divines who were pain-
fvdly mwtiiiinng a conflict apiinst all that was
most illuHtrioas in tlu! Established Church. . . .

The firHt service which he was rcciuired to

perform, in return for his pension, was to de-

fend hiH [C»tholi(;] Church in prose ai^ainst Slil-

lini^flcet. But the art of saying thinj^s well is

usehjss to 11 man who has nothing to say ; and
this was Drych'n's ca.se. He .soon found him-
self unequally paired with an antagonist whose
whole life had heen ciiie long training for

controversy. The veteran glai'iator di.sjirmed the
novice, inflicted a few contemptuous scratches,

and turned iiway to encotmter more fornudahie
comlmtnnt,s.

—

AI.maiii.ay'h E.no., ch. 7.

§. ABNEGATION of Self. Mr.rtiii Luther.

A.n. 1518. [lie journeyed on foot to meet th(.' pa-

pal amhivs-sjidor at Augshurg.] " .My thoughts,"
,id he aft«'rward, " on the journey were these :

Now I must die ; and often did I renuirk. What
a reproach will I he to my parents !" When in

the neighborhood of Augsburg Luther was over-

come by bodily weariness. Faint-hearfcd friends

had often warned him on the way not to enter

Augsburg. But in reply to them he said, "In
Augsburg, even in the midst of mine enemies,
JesuH Christ also reigns. May Christ live, even
if Martin should die."

—

Ukin's Likk ok Lr-
TIIKU, ch. 5.

9. ABSENCE condemned. Kituj (icoriic TT.

A.D. 17;i6. People of nil ranks were indignant
at the king's long slay in Germany [during all

the summer and autumn]. On the gate of St.

Jame.s' palace this notice was .stuck up :

'

' Lo.st or
strayed out of this hou.se a man who has left a wife
and six children on the parish. Whoever will

give any tidings of him to the church-wardi iis

of St. James' parish, so as he may be got again,
shall receive four shillings ana sixpence re-

ward.—N.B. This reward will not be increased,
nobody judging him to deserve a crown."

—

Knioht'sEno., ch. 6.

10. ABSENCE, Beasonabla. Trial of CharkK
IT. The judges assembled in the vast Gothic;

hall of Westminster, the palace of the Commons.
At the first calling over of the lis if members
designed to compose the tribuii; [to try the
king], when the name of Fairfax ^^ pronounced
without response, a voice from Ik; crowd of
.spectators cried out, " He has too much .sense to

be here. " When the act of accusation against the
king was read, in the name of Ow, people of Enr/-

land, the same voice agair replied, "Not one
tenth of them 1" The offi^eT commanding the
s^ard ordered the soldiers to fire upon the gal-

lery from whence these rebellious words jiroceed-

led, when it w.-is discovered that tliev had been

uttered by Lady Fairfax, the wife of the lord-

general.

—

La.makti.nk's Cm>MWKi,i,, p. 42.

11. ABSOLUTION in Advance. Klemtion of
JiiliiiM II. We understand from Burcard, that

it was at this time an eshdilished custom for

every new iK)pe, immediately after his election,

and as the first act of his apo.stolical function, to

give; a full absolution to all the cardinals of all

the crimes they might thereafter commitof what-
< ver nature and degree.

—

Tvti.ku'h IIiBT. , vol.

•c, ch. 14.

12. ABSOLUTION, Costly. I'ulwologus (Mi
cliae!;, the usurper of Con.stanlinople, was ex
communicated from the Greek Church botaiu.se

of cruelty. [See No. i;W5. |
The Christian who

I

had been separated from (}o<l and the Church
became an object of horror ; and in a turbulent
and fanatical capital, that horror might arm the

hand of an a.ssa.ssin or iiitlanu! a .sedition of the
people. Pahi'ologus felt his danger, confes.s<'d

his guilt, and deprecated his judge ; the act was
irretrievable ; the jiri/e [a kingdom] was obtain-

ed ; and the most rigorous penance which he
.solicited would have rai.sed the sinner to the
reputation of a saint. The unrelenting patriarch

[ Ar.seniu.s] refused to unnouncc! any means of
atonement or any hopes of mercy ; and conde-
scended only lo pronounce, that for so grcjit a
crime, great indeed must l)e the .satisfaction.
" Do you re(}uire," said Michael, " that I should
abdicate the empire '/" and at these words he of-

fered or seemed to offer the sword of state. Ar-
siaiius [the; patriarch] eagerly grasped this ple<lge

of sovereignty ; but when he perceived that the
emperor was unwilling to ])urcha.sc absolution at

so dear a rate, he indignantly escaped to his

cell, and left the royal sinner kneeling and
weeiiing at the door. 'The danger and scandal
of tliis excommiinieation subsi.sfed above three
years, till the i)opular clamor was ii.s,suaged by
time and repentance. . . . Arsenius . . . denied
with his la.st breath the pardon which was im-
plored.—GinnoNs Ro.mk, ch. 63.

13. ABSOLUTION desired. Death of Ghark*
IT. A.n. 1685. [The French ambassador] Baril-
lon hastened to the bed-chamber [of Charles II.],

took the duke [of York] aside, and delivered the
mes.sage of the mistress [of (Charles—the Duch-
ess of Portsmouth, who entreated that a priest be
called, as the king was a Catholic at heartl. The
conscience of James [the Duke of York] smote
him. . . . Several schemes were di.scusscd and
rejected. At lust the duke commanded the
crovd to stand aloof, Avent to the bed and
stooped down, and whispered .something which
none of the spectators could hear, hut which
they suppo.sed to be some (,uestion of Sfjite.

("haiies answered in an audible voice, "Yes,
yes, with all my heart." None of the by.sianders,
excei)t the French ambassador, guessed that the
king was declaring his wish to be admitted into
the bo.som of the Church of Rome. "Shall I

bring a priest \" .s.iid the duke. "Do, brother,"
.said the sick man. " For God's sake do, and
lose no time. But no

; you will get into trouble."
" If it costs me my life," said the duke, " I will
fetch a priest. " [The priest was secretly brought
and the king absolved.]—Macaulay's Hibt. ok
Eno., ch. 4.

14. ABSTINENCE, Certainty by. J>r. Samuel
Jnhnmn. A.I). 177H. Talking of drinking wine.


